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din, Will God indeed dwell with Man 
= $07} ſuch, a ſinful Man as Tam! © 


Others apprebend, that the clearing of their State | 
God. wards is a Matter of ſuch Difficulty, becauſe of the 1 
Intricãty and Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, as is next to I 
being inattainable. And tis a Queſtion, Whether pre- i «; 
ſumption on Mercy, when: in a bad State, or little 7 
Hope of ever being in a better, has been the Ruin of moſi ih ge 
Souls: Tho it be na Queſtion, but the moſt Part of all ill of 
ibo periſh under the Goſpel, make Shipwreck on the one ill ji 
or the other of theſe Rocks. And others cloathe their Re- il be 

ligion all in Black, counting nothing ſo but mourning, 
faſting, and religious Severities; as if holy Joy and De- 
lectation in God, were to bear no Part in true Religion, 
Hence a lumpiſh and unchearſul Service is offered to God 
and the Soul moves heavily and heartleſly. in the Way 


_ 2; 08 ig | n „VVV V 
b Others again, though they will make ſome Steps towards 
. Religion, becauſe. preſſed by ſome Exigency of Conſrience, 

dr ſome eminent Danger, or ſome general Apprehenſion 

e the Excellency of Religion: Tet, not being animated iſ the 
with the Hope of Glory, they do not put on Strength, i the 
or exert themſelves ; or, If their. Motions be firong, yet Þ upo 
' they are not regulat, becajſe not aiming at the true ¶ out 
4 This ſmall , Treatiſe, offers ſome "Help, | ſuch as it is, o 
#0. theſe. ſeveral Exigencies of Souls, and particularly to of 1 
vour Souls, Oey Beloved, whoſe Neceſſities are main · i ow? 
ly here capfidered. - O may the God of all Grate bleſ: ſuc} 
theſe. weak and poor Endea vours for your Salvation! edu 
Ad becauſe there is as much infidelity in the World, and thoy 
F.. perhaps lurking in ſome. Profeſſors Hearts, as would Pro 
| aſcribe the moſt per fectibe Operations in our Minds, thei, 
huber to any Cauſe, than the Spirit of God, we' have 
talen Occafien, ſo far 4s is tonſueſtent with the Nature Te 
this Diſcourſe, to vindicate, in ſpme Particulars, theſe horr 
-* ſpiritual Exergiſes, from the Deſpits that ſame. won 1 god 
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upon the publiſhing of this, though there be nothing to. - 


recommend it to auy critical Reader, except perhaps the 
general Purpoſe f it, which is to preſent a ſhort" View: 


of the methodical Procedure of a gracious Soul, from his = | 
firſt Thoughts of ſetting out in the Way to Heaven, till . 


H 


he enter the fam. oy os 


( p # 
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Not 4s if e meant to ſt int the Spirit of God to one 


Meaſure or Method; particularly as to the Terrors and 1 


hard Exerciſes here deſcribed, as introductive to the Soul's 
taking hold of God's Covenant. Tis certain, that the 
Lord is not tied to any ſet Meaſure, but ſuch hard Ex: 
erciſes are reſtrained or enlarged, ſhortened or lengthen- 
ed, as his infinite Wiſdom ſees moſt fit. But we ane per- 


ſuaded, that the'Lord cauſeth Diſtreſs in every Soul, „ 


more or 7565 that he deſigns to bring to himſelf: And 
the leſs th 


ere is of this in the firſt, there is oft. tim 


v6 


the building up of your Souls in Faith and H. 
lineſs, unto eternal Liſe, that we would fain, through” 
Divine A ſfiſtance, aim at; and therefore. have ventured; » 


the more af it in the ſicond Converſion. And what leſs © ü 


out which there is 10 Converſion, what 
diſcribed Indeed ſome are ſo ſuddenly, wrought upcn 


by the Spirit of God, as that they have ſcarce Leiſure 5 1 


to obſerve the ſeveral Steps, and methodical Operations 
of rhe Spirit in. them, or. yet the orderly Progreſs of their 
own Souls, In others the Buſineſs is lengthened out in 
ſuch ſlow, but ſure Steps, ( which happens. eſpecially in 


educational Converſions) as that in [ſuch more remote, * | 


though apt, Connettions of one Thing with another, the 


"+ 


Progreſs, through the Non-attention and Unſleadineſs of - -: 
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upon the Matter is there in every true Conviction, uit. 
don, than what is here - 


their Minds, is often not diſtinctly obſerved. © _— 


Tet who is a true Convert, that ſees not Sin to be 4 
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horritle Evil? And ſees not the dreadful Vengeance of 15 
god impending over the Head of every impenitent Sin- 
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1 the ſeveral. Steps. whereby i . 
om deep Diſtreſs and Miſery to the 

1 F 922 25 7 EE and 7 
N 1. e giving a ſbort View, of N 15 


e Nw Grace reach bis Soul. "A 


SEAN i is ſinful You the womb, PRE 
in, and brought forth in-Iniquity (a).. 
>" J Sin is ingrained in his Nature, and 
Q. twiſted in his Conſtitution and Framez; i 
and this through the Apoſtaly'of Adam, - MW 
our fwderal Head, and natural Rot, 
in whoſe Perſon was the whole Stock 
of basket Nature, which is tranſmitted to us as tainted WM 
in him (6). And what Child did ever more reſembe 
his Parent, than all Adam's natural Poſterity 3 7 rl 
him? Was Adam for trying whether or not he e 
be happy another Way chan Gad had appoin 
commanded? And is not this the natural Mee 4 
all Mankind ? They are for trying whether or not the 
World can be a Portion, and Happineſs for. Souls: And 
ſo they addreſs this and the other Creature with Paſſion 
and Fondneſs; and all they gain is but Loſs and Hagꝶm 
And after a thouſand Di e 1 n wy 9 
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— Of, 
Hopes, whereby *cis apparent, That this their Way i: 
their Folly, yet their 3 (a) 
and will make new Effays anc n 'Dr the 
obtaining of an Happineſs in wonldly Things, as if 
none had ever been fruſtrated before them. Did Adam 
| refer ſenſual Pleaſures to all the Conſolations of God's 
* _ . , Favour and Love? And is not this the natural Temper 
of all his Children? Are they not Lowers of their ſenfuul 
Pleaſures more than Lovers of God (6) ? And is-not this 


comprehenſive of all Corruption and Sin ; being, that 
the Soul's embracing the Creature inſtead of the Crea 
tor, is its very ſpiritual Pollution, whereby it goes a 
whoring from God ? Again, The Creature's inter. 
poſing, and rending the Soul from God, its only Life 
-and Happineſs; is not this the Source of all its Woes, 
yea, in its ſelf comprehenſive of all Wants and Miſeries? 
Again, Did Adam run away to hide himſelf from the 
Preſence of the Lord? And is not the ſame Spirit in 
All his Children? Is it not evident, that every Man by 
Nature hath not only loſt his God, but alſo has no 
bk Heart to return unto him, but imagines he may be ſafe 
| and comfortable, tho” eſtranged from God; at leaſt, he 
 . is unwilling to believe his great Need of him, till a 
Word immediately from God alarm his Soul, and awaken 
- His Fear, as it did to Adam? {© 
A. whar a melancholly View here preſents irſelf, of 
the deplorable State of human Nature! Man is become 
 -- - univerlally depraved, and polluted with Sin: He's 
F  wilely averſe to God, and rebellious againſt him: He 
thinks nothing to affront the Majeſty, and invade all 
dee ſacred Rights of the 87 2 affecking mo be as God. 
te neither Values the A's of God, nor dreads 
much his Di/pleaſure : And though he hears of the 
Arm of God's Power, and the Terrors of his Juſtice; 
Fet, like Leviathan, he laughs at ſuch Spears as would 
pffer to pierce him: And tho? he be told of Death and 
Diäeſtruction, yea, that he is on the very Sides of the 
* and Confines of Hell, nothing being between but 
do brinle Thread of Life, which ſoon, may be ſnap" 
0 . | e ers, : 2 in 
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Le Souls "Prop —_ ny * 
in Pieces; yet he flatters himſelf with the T — 80 of 
Impunity; and ſays, That »o Evil ſhall come near him, 
but that h ſhall haus Peace, tho' the Lord teils him 
that he will not To him, but his Wrath ſhall' ſmoke © + 

22 him, and urn him to the ade Hell (a). OF 


* A Thought of the Soul yen its own fas State, 


yy nr 2\Stare is this my- Soul is in? Shall 1 reſt 
in ſuch a wretched Condition as I am in by Na- 4 
ture? Can I bear up under the horrible Guile of all 
my Sins; a Weight Which would cruſh me to the loweſt 
Hell? Shall the Curſe of the Law prey upon my Sul, 
and be ercrnally eating out its Vitals ? Can it be caly © 
for me to underly the Wrath of an Almighty God? 
Am I 2 Matek for Omnipotence? Or prepared to run 
eee thick Boſſes of his Buckler 7 Or, ſhall E ſaith 
Soul, rather chuſe to ly eternally under the Strokes 
of his Wrath, than be _ d to him for: his Grace t 
And rather chan accepr of the Conſolations of his Love, 
chuſe ro live under the — Views, and ill boding 
Fears of his infinite Vengeance What's thy Thoughts 
of theſe Things, O my Sou? Dareſt thou oquaily value 
the Favour and the Diſpleaſure of the All hry. God. 
Is ir alike to thee,” whether to be eternally beloved r 
abhorred of the Lord? Or, whether thou be 2 
joyful in Heaven, or eternally tormented in Hell? Is it by — 
all one to rhee, whether the Flames of Divine Wrack 
ſhall ercrnally Haſh/on thee > Or, whether thou ſhalr de 
eternally folzced with the infinitely amiable, and ra- 
viſhing Countenance of the Glorious God? Or haſt thou 
a Mind, by a Courſe of Impenitency, to prefer . 1 
Terrors of Reprobates, and the Torments of Devils, 
before all che ine xpreſſible Sane? ans 2 vs of gl 
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— eternal Concerns... 
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bethought thy ſelf in Matters that @ vaſtly and «er. 
+ _ .nally concern thee? Why haſt thou never before now 

conſidered what's thy Nature, how great is thy Capa- 
city, and how long is thy Duration? Art not thou a 


Heaven, and the beholding the Divine Glory there, beſt 
_ fuir thy Nature, and anſwer thy Capacities? O my im- 
mortal Soul, ſhalt thou not ſurvive the -Funerals of the 
Body, and when Death comes, take a ſilent and undiſ- 
Terned Flight into the unſeen World; being either car- 

tied by Angels into Abraham's Boſom, or elſe dragged 
dy Devils inte Hell? O my Soul, why haſt thou not 
been at any ſuitable Care to prevent thy eternal De- 


iſtruction, and to poſſeſs eternal Life and Happineſs ? 
Em 1 Why haſt thou not re nted of Sin, fled to the Medi- 
MY __ and eee, : _ 1 Terms 0 5 the: 2 
bp art thou yet rolling ſome Sin under thy Tongue? 
—<.. tr there pin — thou canſt not A with, 
or ſome Duty thou canſt not comply with? O my Soul, 
Lin thou forfeir thy Happineſs, and loſe thy ſelf for 
© ever, for the Pleaſures of Sin that are but for a Seaſon? 
0 29 Soul, ſhall I prefer the vile Gratifieation of ſen- 
mual Luſts before thy pure, noble, and endleſs Happi- 


* 


nes o my Soul, have I no Uſe for thee, but to make 
mie a Drudge to the Body, and a Slave to its Luſts? 
Is chi my Kindneſs to thee, my better Part? Shall I 
venture a Saul, and-loſe.it for ever, for the Sake of a 
brutiſu and momentary Satisfaction? Let this be far 
from me, to uſe ſuch unnatural Cruelty to my own 
= — * leſt I come to wiſh in vain, Would to God I had 
died for. thee, my Soul; I wiſh I had died Ten thou- 
eee 
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be a, more ſtated Soliloquy zieh bis Soul about it 
2 * > on W * "= . 2 . 2 * 25 | I; 2 * . Eo 2 4 
my Soul, has it been ſo long e'er thou haſt 


- ſpiritual Subſtance, . that cannot be fed with Corn, or 
enriched with Gold ? O my precious Soul; would not 
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1 mer Ways. ES. + 7 : 3 
. Why 40ſt i e 0 Man, 2 againſt G God, and 11 5 = 
W be own Soul? Is this well done in thee, to ſcorn in- 8 
be finite Majeſty, deſpiſe infinite Goodnels, and ruin th; 
a 15 eternally ? If wncreaturely thou regardeſt not Gd, 
r hat hath made and preſeryed thee, yet why annatu.. 
t rally art thou regardleſs of thine own ſelf? And what ' . 8 
t ſhould move thee to deſtro 7 thy Soul for ever? Mar 
„vill ir profit 4 Man, ſhould he gain the whole World. 
and loſe his Soul (a) ? What is left ro a Man when his 

. Soul is loſt > Or what is gained, when the Gainer him- 

„ ſelf is eternally undone? If the Favour of God, if Com · 

d munion with him in Bleffednefs, if eternal Happineſs = 
be loſt, what haſt thou after this, O my Soul? Or what _ 4 4 
4 Equivalent can there be for ſuch an irreparable Loſs? 
can the whole World be a ſufficient Compenſation fur 

- the Loſs of a Soul? Can it keep out of Hell? Try firft 

i it can keep off Sickneſs, or hinder the Strokes * 
Death. Can it 3 any Relief or Refreſhment to the 

5 Damned? Why then could Dives neither buy nor bo- 

, row a Drop of cold Water to cool the Tip of li: Tongue, - * 

Ill that was tormented in theſe Flames (b)? Or can it pur - 4 
chaſe a Room among the Bleſſed ? But let that Man periſh 

il and his Money with him, who thinks any Gift oj . | 
much more his great Gift of eternal Life, can be purchaſed” 3 4 is 


w Ob 


with Money (c). Or lofing Heaven, and all its Ha 
' WM nefs, will worldly Gain, or worldly Honour, or ore: | 

I Pleaſure, be a fufficient Equivalent for that irrettieva 
2M Loſs? But knoweſt thou not, O my Soul, fince Man was 
1 1 of old upon the Earth, that the triumphing of the © 
icked is ſhort,” and the Joy of the Hypocrite it fr A 
ill : Moment; for tho" his Excellency mount up to thi-Hea- 
ll wens, and his Head reach unto the Clouds; yet he 5 1 
2 for euer aged his own Dung; and hey aue — 
hs n A3 E 25 
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eaſures of Sin 


Service df God, and chuſe rather to graze trend 


2 5 Beaſts, than aſcend into 8 and HS. of etern 
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| $98 angelick Delights! - 


Iv. The Soul in Horror and cola bak 
its Sin and Folly. | 


Eo + 


\ 


What is this! fays the now e Soul: To be 


LY 


honourable. bere, and miſerable hereafter ; rich K 


and d for ever 774 hereafter; jolly and m 72 here, 
d bowling and ſchrieching among the anz or ever 

' reafter | O Terrors | O Horrors / And what leſs « can 
1 look for, while i in this State, than the fiery Indigna- 
or of an angry God ?: And do not the lightening Elaſhes 


of Terror already flee. in my Face, and the very Sparks 


of Hell compaſs m about? For how extreme is 


Huült in af;onting xe Moſt High God, in ſullying ba | 


Glory, and trampling upon his Laws 7 And how lack 
$ the Pollution — ewith my Soul is ſtained? O what 
Pride ; What Earthlineſs ; and what Senſuality have 


Ns . reigned, in my Soul! O how horrible is the Vigor of 
my Sins, and how ee has the Malignity of my 
Ss *' Heart, been! Who cou 


d have imagined that /#ch. Folly 
could be bound up in Man's Heart? Certainly my Heart, 
ſays. the awalened Sinner, has been a Span of the fouleſt 


A bominations, and brimful of the Poiſon of Hell: 
- Dragons and Devils have dwelt there, Owls and Satyrs 
. - bave danced there, and goin Birds have neſtled the 5, 


me there belongs * but Shame and Confuſitn (4), 


9 Job . 5. 6, 7. 0 Job 111. 15 G Pl, * 


1 


cen him, ſhall 25 Pers: is ne 1 „ They 1 their 
Days in hy and in a Moment go down to the 

+ Grave (b). when he dieth, he ſhall car nothing 
abba, his Glory ſhall not deſcend a frer 1 (8. ; 
But were it true, O my Soul, which is 8 0 ible. | 
that the Profits of the World, "and the P 

were AS. durable as the Joys 'of Heaven ; 3 yet, O how 

| abſurd and ſtupid, as well as impious and horrid, - 

Would it be, to prefer the Service of Sin before the 


= mn Mk . * 
a 'eSK© ceo  as_T ei. 


ry. &, ed u en ele 1 
bluſh to lift hep in hr 26 thee, O God, for miu 177 
quities are increaſed over mint Head, and my Treſpaſs i = 

grown up unte the Heavens (4). My: Sitts are as Ty - 
IR ag are 00 heavy for me (G7). 


v. 4 airy rick me of Soul, and a =— b | 


: ritrabt its Faults. 1 2 


O it cuts me to . ks FE * liches eres 3 

Sinner, with bitter arid afflictive Reſentment, an 

ſhould have fo vilely debaſed my Soul, in preferring 
corruptible Fleſh to incorruptible Hap pineſs: Or in pre- 
ferring Earth -ro Heaven. And as if all this Were 
roo little, I have preferred ſuch a vile Thing as: rg 
before t c infinitely amiable God, and lovely Neueemer. 
O impious and hozrid to the uttermoſt! I have been a 
Traitor to God, and mine own Soul, 1 have been 8 
Fool, a mad Man, a Beaſt before thee, O Lord. 0 = 
that it had been otherwife with me! How hap ha 
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"RIVA >... 


I been, if I had rather been ſuffering than 5 fuys 
— the penitent Soul! 1 1 my Faults; and O that 1 
$ could undo them! O that I could weep them out by 
s I briniſh Tears; wring chem out by bitter Sorrow, and 
y I rid my ſelf from them by heart-rending Contritions! 
But alas! /aith he contrite Soul, 1 am appalled with. - 
kin, as a Burden above m Strength, and as a Lvatl © 
t ſo nailed to my Bones, as that I cannot disburden 42 
e ſelf; ir-finks as a venomed Dart in my Soulf . 
Arrows of God's Wrath flick with it. Oh. 


„ 

have been, when the horrible Pollution of original: In 
hath ſtained all the Powers and Faculties of m- Son! 
And when by my e actual Tränigreſſiens, 
J have infinitely p rovoked God, and brought my S0 

within a Hair's Pfeadch of Hell! Oh! 1 bh noW: — 
deteſt that infinite Stupidity and Sotiſhneſo, chat p 8 
ſeſſed my Soul, when bold and ventrous to. dieneur 
God, violate his Jaws _ incur by influ Pike 


2 — 57 a , & 4 8 
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amazed-and aſtoniſhed to think how light md 7 


Oh, mhocarguld] porgine, that this bod never born! | 
And now, What would I not do, and what would 1 


not ſuffer, that my Sins might be e obliteraxe ; es 


8 ht not only. be pardoned, but 1 * 45 

1 = not only. not neigh, | but not 5 be!“ . ate e 
1 674 The. awakened Soul cannot belieue. chat ach 3 0 | 
treſſes of Conſcience, _ Apprebenſion in and . 
URIs | are melancho Y Vapours. 
] 


11 it not * ab 155 thoughtful Soul, t Men 
el the moſt ſober Reaſon, and penetrating Judgment, 7 
baye felt theſe inward Terrors, becauſe of Sin; as 
e Job (4); Us Heman (b), and David Je), whoſe ruddy i © 
and Inclination to Muſick, ſcem to be Symp. Ml * 
IF 'toms her: of a ſanguine than a melancholick Con- 
„ - Hates... And is it not agrecable to the higheſt Rea. 1 
ſioůn, chat it ſhould be ſo ? Who is the Perſon that al. 7 
dows himſelf to think on the Majeſty, Holineſs, and 1 
Jjuſtice of God, who is not convinced that there is an 
extreme Malignity, and an eternal Indecency in firining 
Againſt him? Or is not affected with the infinite Fault, 
>. vile Pollution and horrible Guilt there is in affront- 
. ing the Divine Majeſty? Sure it is only theſe who think 
I Fes. at all, or . bur ſlightly, who can think it a light 
"= "RE to offend God, 1 his Laws. And how 
oſten hath it happened in the Experience of g 98 
Souls, that theſe inward Terrors have ſeized t 
z Sudden, and again been remov'd in an Inſtant, Peace 
and Joy ſucceeding in their Room? How. could this be 
;aſcribed to Melancholy, which comes nor. to a Heigh 
in an Inſtant, and abates not but gradually, , According 
. 0s; its Cauſes are removed 
Again, The Sorrow, Amazement, and Agony our 
* 24 Sigur endured, though without Deſperation; 
tre they. nor a moſt certain Evidence, that there which 
- Dl 2 of Wrath on on ; To 
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the Soul nee . doep Hate ee . 5 


9 my Ss fays the Man, F Art thaw, if thy Sins. 1: 
are not Sag, figs nor the Wrath of Almighty' Godz 
due for Sin, pacified ? Art thou not finking into hs 
Bon n of all Calamity, yea into the Abyſs: of endless Mi 

even that Lake that burneth with Fire and'Brim- þ 
* 5 r ever (a). How canſt thou avoid the ſame? For 
look 7 . leeſt Heaven gathering nothing bur Black ⸗ 
neſs,” Darkneſs, and horrible Tempeſts over thy Head. 
Look down, thou ſeeſt nothing but Fire and Brimſt ane; 2 
and a bottomleſs Pit to lodge in for ever. Look back- | 
ward, there is Sinfulneſs from the Womb, and a Train 
of Evils from thy Youth up. Look. forward, there is - 
a Death to die, and an awful Tribunal to appear ar. 
Look inward,. there is a Conſcience ing on ne hs 'A 
Throne main God's Sovereignt „ Power and LE 1 


Terribleneſs i in we. 3 2 Look « outwar s to this oo 


| Le, and W Th of Sin : aff 4 N — 5 
out an Intereſt in God, the Fountain of Liſe; and withe _ "i A 
out an Intereſt i in Chriſt, the Prince of Life? Thon 
haft nothing in ſuch Circumſtances. that thou cant 
live upon, and nothing to anſwer thy Wants. Thou - 
wanteſt to have a guilty Soul. pardoned, a dead Spirit 
qu uickened, a polluted Heart cleanſed, a diſtreſſed Con- 
ience quiered, a fainting. Spirit ſtrengthned, and a 
„ bperiſhing Soul ſaved. How then canſt thou reſt, whers - 
ur there is nothing of this? Who can be at Eaſe, . who 
> Wl finds himſelf not only bound over to Hell, but alſo. 8 
a auh a Hell in his Boſom? Can all the Creatures, wi 
ir * refreſh a Soul when God doth Hom. 
4 upon 18 The 8 e of an een ſoure as. 
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* blaſt Wal and envenom and pi OS 3 | | 
What enn attend the Man, Who hath no Favor to look 


for at the Hand of God? What, but a melancholly 
Train of Fears, Terrors, and amazing Agonies 
And What can he have in Profpect, but che frightful 
Views of an horrible and aſtoni ing Feerniry'? ( ) alas, 
faith the Soul, is there no Hope for me, but a h 
fearful looking for of udgment, and fiery Indignatin, 
_ which ſhatl devour the Adverſaries(a) ? Is there no- 
- thing for me, but to live continually in Fear, left, by 
the Death of the Body, my Soul ſhould ſlide into Hell, 
1 to abide till a doch follow? And What elſe is 
to be look 'd for! God is 1 preme Ruler and Go- 
vernor of the World; all the Rights (bs off Government, 
and therefore the Ri ighits of Puniſhing are in His Hand. 
He is the Tord Go# Omniborent” that reigneth, there- 
fore he'hath a Power 8 to his Right. Glory and 
_ Majeſty belong unto bim, which being trampled upon 
by: Sin, ie cannot deſer ee leſs than ſeyere Animadver- 
„is one of che moſt beautiftl Perfections of 


Sock that he is the Holy 5 Hruel, and of we 


—_ than to behold Iniquity: (5): And What cin 
from all this, but terrible Punifment to the 
r* Piſtire Meike . is one of the eſſential Dignitics 
2 Divine Nature: And if it belongs to it ro give 
257 one his Due, and ro render to every on ut us 
bit Works (c); What then can the Sinner expect 
bur Woe and Miſery for ever? The Lats alſo, that 
_ Uhrearens Sin with eternal Death, is holy, faſt and 
43 and tis alſo of a large 3 8 and lays 
ider its Curſe, nor only 17 external Commiſſions, 
orkings of Luſt or World- 
ness, or Pride in the Heart. How can the Soul then 
— Hope in itſelf! Conſcience: dogs a Man at his 
and cites him to anſwer at che Throne of God; 
225 it becomes as a Kore Witneſſes, fo that 


Deputy alſs in our Boſom, that paſſeth Sentence againſt 
= Soul on God's Side, and er nn of his 
| onour 


100 Heb. x. 27. 6) Had. i. 13. 00 Rom: ii. * 4-2 5 


chere is no ſhiftingor deny ning of irs Charge: Tis God's 


LSD =D Cr 2 wo MM ww petit is hc 


"7h SouÞs Progreſs 10. en 
Honour and Rights: Tis alfo.a ſevere Executjoner ot 
xe Divine Jultice in buffering, f. and 


a 


me through and through. There is not a Thought, 
nor a Circumſtance. of a Thought, but lo, he knows 
it altogether. And he ſees there is no leſs than Atheiſm 
and 


wherein there is not a doubting, or rather a denying, 
that God is our ſupreme. Sovereign and chief Good. 
He ſees that even theſe called Sins of Infirmity have 


5 « 


the Concerns of God's Glory, he ſees the Idolatry 
there is in this. If there is little Heart · melting for Sin; 


this. If there is much Ingratitude for Mercies, he ſees 


ys or all of them conjunctly, give Life to a dead Soul? 
1s, MO! no, no. There is none of them all a God 0 kilt 


1d- ¶ or make alive: None of them are proportioned to the 


cn Wants, or commienſurate to the Duration of my pre- 


nit Nevermore? Have I no other Proſpect but to dwell for: 


his Wh ever - with. devouring Fire, and everlaſting Burning; 


our 8 * 


— 
S . 


F 10.7 2a 
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els 


Eyes are Prighter than che Her in the Firmament, ſees _ 
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ſphemy in every Sin; fince no Sin can be named, 


an infinite Malignity in them. If there's little of Divine | 
Meditation, he ſees the Unſuitableneſs and Ayerfion 
of the Heart to Divine Things, that's the Cauſe: of it. 
If the Things of this World ly nearer. our Heart than 


he ſees the en and Hatred of God there is in 


the Pride and Contempt of God there is in this. It 
of we are impatient and unſubmiſſive to the Will of God, 
er he ſees the Rebellion to the Divine Majeſty there is in 
*. this. My Sin, then ſays the awakened Soul, is out ot 
ne Meaſure ſinful, and 1 ſee my ſelf to be loſt and un- 
cs done! O, where ſhall IL 6nd Redemption and Life to a 
ve poor dead and loſt Soul! Who can deliver me from the _ 
horrible Gloom of eternal Darkneſs and Death? Should 
i 1 range through the Univerſe, and paſs through all the 
lat Ranks of created Beings in it, and extract all the Life © 
nd and Spirit that's in them; Can any of them 3 


his I cious and immortal Soul: Nor can they come witha 
d; ¶ Price in their Hand to deliver me from going down _ 
hat to the P it, whence there is no Redemption. What! 
d's And muſt I then think of nothing but Deſtruction for 


* „ 
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7% Zum Travels: "Or, 


A 9 ; IG mere no . 7 bettering my. C 
State altogether helpleſs and 


6 = * nen of Hence, 


85 7 vm. The aw ghenel Sine 
* 5 3 how, if poſſi le, a may eſcape. „ 


; - Shall Mad be müde in vain, faith the ile and 
in uifitive Soul? Or be in a worſe State eternally, than 
if he had never been? Is he made only to wander up 
and down, and while out à few Years in eating and 
- drinking, in Chace of Shadows, and in Queſt of Va- 
gnaities — Deluſions ; and then after a few Turns in the 
= World, go down to the Pit, whence there is no Re. 
demption for ever? Shall a whole Tribe of the Crea. 
tion be utterly loſt ?:Shall only Man, Man at whoſe 

Make there was ſuch Conſultation and ſuch Contrivance, 
ö and who was — 5 the 'Lord-deputy of this lower 
World; Shall onl of all the 8 Bock Ranks of 
. Creatures, be left Lasset and helpleſs? we hear of a 
4 happy Place above, where there is no Death, no Pain, 
1 jw Wearineſs, no melancholly Muſin * abſent Good, 
= ;preſent Evil, no fad Tidings-in e Day, no diſmal 
=. Va ons in the Night, no Scenes of Miſery and Horror, 
no wicked World to beguile us, no Satan to bubble or 

ſurprize us, no Sin to ffain us, no Shame to confound 
us And ſhall a Whole Race of intelligent immortal 
Creatures be eternally baniſhed from this, and go down 
to Hell, and remain among the diſmal Shades below? 
Where all is Night without any Day, und all is Sorrow 
without any Comfort; Where Diſpair fills their Minds, 
and Horror fills their Sight; where there is the dread 
Realm of Darkneſs, and where Sorrow, Horror, An- 
guiſh, Diſpair, and all chat breeds Pain, dwell for ever; 
Where Fiends hiſs, Ghoſts howl, and Devils 
ever and ever. O the dread Horrors of the infernal 
State! O the dreary Scenes of Hell's dark Regions ! Tis 
2 diſmal dolorous Realm! Tis ſhuddering to think of 
= - 3.9 And i is there no Way oY for our e 
=. 1 6 The 


Ih Son 1 1 
5 opelels? Ah Lord, my 
5 Heart enk at he” Thought, and my Blood. chills at 


inner caſts about is bi nu, 


yell for 


* "I > fa 


"> 


* 5 x det a ** - x : * F , D 4, # ** 
14 N ; *# | +» 4 4 4 ; 74 1 2 42 ; E2 3 | . 
1 * 4 ah 1 I _ +5 IS 44 4. N * 1 7 « % * * * 4 > . 
ws 5 X : 4 N N £ 
The oul 5 F0; efs to Heaven Es 12 
* * s g 5 1 i 98 : a F 
* Fr. * N kay” 7 Lap . wr N 9 1 : % E. 2 : 5 8 1 G o +" 4 5 4 85 N 4 : 1 
E 2 . 8 > . * 1 4 3 a it's; 29 * 9 * 7 . > "Þ 
5 * 5 1 #1324 , 


z 25 


. The Soul deeply anxious in ſuch a. great and 
weighty Contern, and turning. its Thoughts ſtveral 
5 Ways to obtain Satisfaction, perhaps witl, in Hu- 
mility and profound Adoration, 5 and repre- 
ent at the Throne: of God, © bleſſed Lord, is is 
.. poſſible, that a Wiſdom that is infinite can 
c find out a Way of relieving Mankind from the 
cc Power, Guilt, and ruining Effects of Sin, withous 
cc any Slur upon any of thine Attributes at all, or 


- 


« any Loſs to their Glory. 


tributes, which might be glorifed without ſaving 2 
Man. Thy. Juſtice can be glorified, in a ſteady, calm 
and unalterable Purpole, that all the Sins of Men ſhall 
be anſwered with a Meaſure of . Puniſhment propor- 
tionable to their Demerit. Thy Equity can be glori- 
fied, in connecting Evil with Evil, penal Evif with mo- 
ral Evil, by an indiſſolvible Chain. Thy Holineſs can 
be glorifed, in teſtifying to all the World, how ill it 
comports with thy Nature to dwell with any Thing that 
is impure, by baniſhing Sinners eternally from thy Pre- 
ſence. Thy Wiſdom, in ſhewing, that tho' thou haſt 
no Delight in the Miſery and Ruin of thy Creatures, 
which rather thou enclines to behold with Compaſſion; 
yet if the Ends of thy Government be a 2 Good 
than out Eaſe, that muſt. rather be choſen than this. 
And it muſt alſo appear, that thy Divine Authority 
muſt not go for nothing. „ 
And theſe Attributes thou canſt not deny. Thou can- 
not ceaſe to be a holy and a juſt God, and a righteous 
Governor of the World. Thou cannot but be a God 
of Knowledge, and by thee. Actions muſt be weighed. 
Thou, cannot but deteſt what is infinitely contrary to 
thy Nature. And thou cannot bur ſee and obſerve the 
unmixable Differences between Equity and Iniquity in 
thy Dealings, and proceed accordingly. + 
And I defire to acknowledge and adore thee in all 
theſe Perfections of thy eſſential Wiſdom, thy eſſential 


O holy One of 1/rael, I know there are of thine * + 


/ 


„ 


+ *. 


14 1 1 ö : « 6 hh; 95 2 | f 8 5 f | 
| Jai and Holineſs, and thy eſſential Authority and 
Rights. Theſe are thine Attributes, O Lord, wherein 


thou art gloriouſly exalted. They are effential to thee: 


and O let them all be glorified! We defire not ro pluck 


thee! Nor coul 
Fre, Delight and Joy of any loyal C 
of any one of them. And therefore, O let the Maje. 
ſy, Greatneſs, Juſtice, and Holineſs of God, be mag - 


any of theſe Jewels from thy Crown of Glory. Thou 
art great, good, amiable and adorable 3 one of 
wr ty ee and let them be eternally aſcribed to 


thou be 5 of the Love, De- 


nified for ever 8 | 3 

But bleſſed Lord, are theſe Perfections in thee in the 
fame Manner, as the Semblances of them are in Men? 
Can our narrow Apprehenſions, that are confin'd to fo 


narrow a Sphere, take in all the Rights of God's Go- 


vernment, all the Rules of his Holineſs, or all the Mea- 


And theſe Perfections not being the ſame Things in 


thee as in Man, and thy Thoughts not being as our 


Thoughts, nor thy Ways as our Ways, but thou haſt 


other Rules to walk by than we know of, and another 
Model of Righteouſneſs: For all our Meaſures of Ju- 
ſtice hath a Relation to a Superior; and hence, though 


in all diſtributive Juſtice among Men, Puniſhment ought 
to fall only on the Head of the Offender, yet may it 
not be other wiſe with God ? Is it not poſſible, that 
there may be a Commutation or a Subſtitution of ſome- 


thing in the Place of a Sinner? And ſomething in Value 


ſovexreign, as well as infinitely juſt and hc ah. 
But then, tho? it ſhould be conceived in the general, 


fo precious as might be ſufficient to ſalve and vindicate 


the Rights of Divine Government, tho' guilty Men, 


ar leaſt ſome of them, be ſpared; May not this be in 
his Government, who is rer wife, and infinitely 
juſt and holy? 


Thar a Subſtitution of ſomething elſe in the Room of 


the loſt Sinner, in order to his Salvation, is poſſible 


from the Wiſdom of God, as well as neceſſary from 
his Juſtice; yet What can be thought upon as ſufficient 


bor the Gme ? And here all created Invention would 
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be SouPs Progreſs to Heaven.” - 15 
ſoon. be nonpluſt. For can it be effected by the Sa- 
crifice of Thouſands of Lambs? But how is it poſſible 
that the Blood of Bulls and Goats can take away Sin? 
Can Rivers of Oil, or a large Quantity of Soap or 
Hyſop be thought ſufficient > But what can theſe do, as. 
pertaining to the Conſcience, and the cleanſing of the 
ſame. the beft of God's Saints be admitted as 4 
Sacrifice for our Sins? But how can they carry away 
other Men's Sins, when they cannot bear up under 
their own; who tell their Iniquities are a heavy Bur- 
den too heavy for them to bear. Will a Sacrifice of our 
Fir ſt · born be admitted? But where ſhalt be found the 
Lamb that is without Blemiſh ? But may not Angels, 
the whole Species of them at leaſt, ſtep in, and offer | 
ſomething of ſuch Merit as to purchaſe Redemption 
for us? Pur all poſſible Obedience being the eternal 
F Debt that all rational Creatures owe to their Creator, 4 
if they can only pay their own Debt, how is it poſſible 
n chey could ſupererogate or ſpare any Thing to ſatisfy 
; or mer 1 oe ĩᷣͤ ß STR Son Ci tb 
And now, dare it at laſt enter into our Thought, 
„n bat one of the Eromm, one of the ſacred Three might 
br interpoſe and do ſomething imputable to us, which 
might be ſufficient for our Redemption? This is truly 
what we could not conceive, and durſt not expect. 
But after all, dare we deny chat tis poſſible? Would 
it not be a Thing worthy of his infinite Wiſdom, to 
ſtep in when all other Refuge fails, and where all cre-. | 
n. ated Wits are at their Wit's End à And can a Mercy that is | 
%boundleſs be bound up 400 any Forfeiture of ours? Or | 
can any Thing be too hard for the Power of God? —_ 
Should One of the facred Three interpoſe in this? Which 
of the Divine Attributes could this contradif > Not his 
ot Holineſs, when he teſtifies his Abhorrence Ve, by 
ple Polling ir, as well 2s puniſhing the fame. Nor his 
Juſtice, if all its ſacred Rights are vindicate in a Way 
1 that makes it ſhine in its ent and Brightneſs, with- 
uld out the Clouds of Darkneſs and Ferror. Not its Sove-- 
„on eg, if tis extended as abſolutely and infinitely as 
t is in him, ſo as by it to make Veſſels of Honour as | 
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%% ᷑ w © 6 eg 
well as Diſbonour (a), and to ſhew itſelf in Acts of 
Grace. Not his rightful Authority, if by a gracious 
Condeſcenſion he recover his Right over a whole Tribe 
that were turned to be a rebellious Crew, and had re- J 
nounced totally their Allegiance to him. Not his Ma- 
jeſiy, if it be revered and worſhipped, inſtead of being | 
only dreaded. Not his Power, when as much of the | 
Energy thereof is exerted in quickning dead Souls, as 
in ſtretching out the Heavens, and laying the Founda- 
tions of the Earth. _ OR” I 8 
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N 
X. The Soul being preſſed by the great Evils it feels or f 
fears, and being in deep Thoughtfulneſs about its | 
eternal Eſtate, draws yet nearer, and in deep Hu- _ 
mility. preſents ſuch a Pleading at the Foot ſtool of 
God's Throne: © Bleſſed Lord, 'a Way of vindicating f 

e thy Juſtice, Holineſs and Authority, without il © 

c ſuffering a whole Tribe of rational Beings to periſh . 

e for ever, is not only poſſible, but tis attual! I 
£ found out in thy infinite Wiſdom; and would it 
ec not then be good for thee to ſave us? N 


e,, e MN y 
: © © Pehold I have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the ® 
Lord! O Great and Good! If it is not only poſſible for 0 
One of the EL omu, or ſacred Three, to ſtep in and 7 


offer ſomething for our Relief, but alſo if One of them | 
ha h actually done ſo, will not his Deed be ſufficient? I I 
Sin is a great and enormous Evil; but this Evil can ne- P 
ver be more than infinite. If therefore a Perſon of il * 
infinite Dignity hath e to lay down his Life, © 
and bear the Puniſhment due to Sin, is not this an in- * 


= fic Puniſhment? And is it not ſufficient at once to f 
keſtify how infinitely Sin is evil, and alſo to attone for 
the ſame! The Evil of Sin lies in its Contrariety to the il * 
Nature and Perfections of God: And what Evil there d 
bin this, could never be fully apprehended by any Pu- 
on  niſhments inflited on a mere Creature, let them be ever b 
ſo long, let them be even eternal. But if a Divine Per ' 
{fon hath ſuſtain'd the Puniſhment that Sin 85 
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As this becomes Manie e proportionable to A 


= infinite Evil of Sin, ſo it gives another View of the 
ineſs and Juſtice of God to Angels and Men, than 
ever e they could have atiained. | And O great 
Jehovah! Is not this ſufficient ro ſatisfy the Demands 
of theſe Attributes of thine, and to vindicate the Glory 
of them for'ever? _ 

And if it is the Son, the Second Para of the Tri- 
nity, that hath atchie ved ſo great a Work as the Salvation 
of Mankind; Is not his Deed aſſuredly acceptable to 
thee? O great Jchovah! Certainly thou art well pleaſed 
with the Work of thine own Son; thy oniy Son, the 
Son of thy Love ; thy conſubſtantial and co. eſſential 
Son; who hath always been re;oicing before thee; and 
had his Delights with the Sons of Men (a), and came 
down from Heaven to teſtify that God is Tove (b), ori. 
ginal Love; and that he himſelf is incarnate Love; and 
that thy Heart is as his Heart full of Tenderneſs and 

Was it not the Father that ſent. his Son unto 
the World upon the very Errand of reconciling toge- 
ther an intenſe vehement Love to periſhing Mankind, | 
with an inflexible Regard to the abſolute Purity, Tuſtice | 
and Perfection of Ts Divine Nature? Yea therefore 
doth the Father love him, becauſe he, laid down his Lifs 
for his Sheep ( AX 

O! let not t old be angry wich n me e if 1 yet ſpeak. 
If this Son of God becomes incarnate by, joining himſelf 
perſonally with our Nature, may not his Decd become 
imputable to us? The Word was made Fleſh and dwelt 
among us (d). And being God and Mai, cannot he 


act for both, be cntruſted by both, and conſult the He 


nour and Intereſt of both? If Chriſt is Man, tis Man 
that hath fulfilled the Law in him. And if he is God 
alſo, chen there is an overflowing. Merit in his Ober 
dience, imputable and communicable to Man. Had a 


Service or Suffering been required of the holieſt Ange 3 = 
or the moſt bright and ſhining Seraphim, that mignx | 
de 2 to ſi * Men, aber el have ſoon ,  Þþ 
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 Twered with the wiſe Virgins, Matth. xv. We have 


Ex, © "* 


 x© Grace to ſpare, we cannot ſ upererogate for the Pro: 


taken on him our Nature, 


fc of others. But Chriſd, the Son of God, havin 
and ſubſtitute himſelf in our 


Room, and therein farisfied what Jultice could exa& of 


us, and having freely and voluntarily done ſo : Ie ha- 
ving undertaken it Who is Maſter, not only of his own 
Creatures, and Maſter of his own Graces, but Maſter 
_ rifo of his own Life; and who 4'fo had Power ample 
enough to break rhrough the Sufferings he: undertook, 


Juire a new Glory by it as Mediator, which he had not 


'  - lefore: May not a poor broken-hearted Sinner reſt on 


ids as imputable to us, and pleadable for our Faith; 


Hope and Comfort, unto eternal Life? Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Son of God, by the moſt juſt, wiſe, and merciful De- 


ſignation of the Father, and by his own moſt obedient 


i and voluntary Subjection, being one with his People 


Aa if One of the ſacred Three hath 


in a manifold, ſecret, myſterious. Union; and having 


a full Power to lay down his Life, and to ke Re? 
again; and having actually laid it down a Sacrifice for 
Ranſom for our Souls; May we not 
plead now for the Imputation of this? Plead in parti- 
eular, that God, without any Wrong to himſelf, Wrong 
to his Juſtice; or Wrong to the Dignity of his Govern- 
ment, may now caſt a compaſſionate and favourablc 
his mighty Spirit into our Hearts, to rene w, 


KT pet rate chem, able give ys a Frnell, 25 wel 
s 2 Right to the Enjoyment of I 
= ternal Life chat lies in the ſame? | _ - .. 


his Favour, and the e- 
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Son of God, and alſo the Son of Man, and 


Kedemption, and to bring about the Pardon of Sin; 


jf he 9 on | 

--_ thereby bis Undertaking is both acceptable to God and 
--- Iwputable to Man, then I'll creep near the Foor-ſtqel of 
5 07 Throne, and humbly ſay to the Majeſty of Heaven, 


tn ent to BY ek he faye us? 
- Bleffed Lord, would it be good for thee to deſpiſe 
vhe Work of thy Hands? Thy People uſe to reaſon and 
VVV T 
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End, that he may preſerve his own Work, we maß 
have any 1 If we indeed come to him, 
and propoſe, that he may ſpare and preſerve the Works 

of Sin, or the Works of the Devil in us, we can hayxe 
nothing of this granted: For, if we regard Sin in our 
le Hearts, he will not t "ts But if we art for pre. 
le, ſerving in us only what is God's Work in us, this he 
W. cannot deny; his Inſcription is upon it; and name hut 
ell it, and nothing elſe, our Petitions are as a Law to him. 

c- O wonderful! How ſtrange is the Plea! There is but 

one Argument ſtronger, if ſtronger can be than this, 
zur There is, I Gay, but one Argument ſtronger next to the 

in; WM Glory ef che Divine Attributes among all che Topicks 

ina of Faith, and that never fails s 


Sr SKS 


nd And tis this, that Chriſt hath redeemed us. And, 
| of Wl Lord, would it be good for thee to let thine own Son 
en, Wl loſe all the Travel, Pains and Coſt he was at, about 

s? . our Redemption, as would be- the Iſſue if poor Sinners, 


© return, were not ſaved ? The Son of 
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z God did take a great Journey to ſave us. He came | 


* 
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"TY" 
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down from Heaven to Earth to ſeek and ſave loſt ſtraying 
Souls, He earneſtly conteſted with a periſhing World. 
He died a bloody, painful, ſhameful, and accurſed 
Death, to pay the Debt of his People. He aroſe again 
from the Dead, bringing up his Blood with him into the 
Holieſt of Holies, and there exerciſeth the Office of 
everlaſting Prieſthood. And ſhall all this Travel and 
Pains of the Mediator's Soul be in vain? Shall his Blood 
be as Water ſpilt on the Ground ? Shall Chriſt, the 
Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, be thought 
to have ſhed his Blood in vain? Shall there be a Fruſtra- 
tion of the whole Work of Man's Redemption, ſo he- 
roically atchieved and executed with ſuch irreſiſtible 
Strength? Let this be far from thee, O Lord, Shall nos 
the Judge of all the Earth do right (a)? FOG 
Would it be good that Chriſt the Son of God ſhould 


* 


* 


Chriſt take our Law- Place and Room? Why was the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs eclipſed? Why did Juſtice reach 
him in our Stead ? Why, but that for all his Labours he 
night have a redeemed People, as a Seed to ſerve him? 
And that he might have a peculiar Crown to himſelf, 
as Lord, Mediator and Redeemer ; whereby all Men are 
obliged to honour the Son, as they honour the Father (b). 


But how could this Deſign. be attained, if Sin were not 
pardoned, and the Sinner freely juſtihed by his Blood ? 


XI. The thoughtful Soul eee in his earneſt En- 
Auiries into the Grounds of Faith and Hope, ſees the 
- . Glory of God eminently concerned in the Redemps+ 
ion of Joſt Mankind: and hence begs Leave, in all 
Humility, io repreſent and plead at the Foot ſtool of 
_ - God's Thrane: O blefſed Lord, is not the Buſineſs 


c of Mans Redemption ſo well laid in our Imma- 
cc nuel, as that now all the Divine Perfections ſhine 


* 0 ** k Þ | . . ; 
- © in their greateſt Brightneſs, in the Device and 


cc Accompliſhment of this great Salvation. 


And here th ſerious and inquiſitive Soul may, with 
awful and ſolemn Adoration, lay ſeveral Things before 


3%, 


$ | ” -- Bliefled 
(a) Gen. xviii. 25. (b) John v. 23. 3 
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loſe all the Glory of his Mediatorial Office ? Why did 


Ko 


KN The Soul's Progreſs to Heaven, 2 
Bleſſed Lord, Is not the Glory of thy manifold wi/- 
dom more diſcovered in our Redemption than ever o- 
therwiſe it could be feen? Where were there ever heard 
tell of greater Riches, and Depths of the Wiſdom. of 
God, than in finding out a Way to Heaven: between 

the Wrath of God and the Sin of Man? Here a Wi. 
dom is to be ſeen that knows how to bring the greateſt 
Good our of the greateſt Evil, and how to make Death, 
the Wages of Sin,.to be the Deſtruftion of Sin. A 
Wiſdom, that hath made it viſibly to be ſeen, what 
great Things infinite Power can effect; how low infinite 

Love can ſtoop; how high infinite Grace can exalt; 

how deep infinite Counſel can contrive; how Mercy 

can be manifeſted to the full, and Juſtice and Judgment 

yer ſhine in their Mid day Brightneſs. O how amiably 

and gloriouſly, through Chriſt, doth the manifold Wiſe 

d dom of God appear in the Church to all Principalities and 

a Powers in heavenly Places (a). O the Depths of the 

C MW. Riches of Wiſdom, and the Knowledge of Gad! 

: Doth nor the Glory of thy Holineſs Trine more bright- 

d 

f, 

re 
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ce 


ly in the Incarnation, of the Son of God, and his Suf- 
crings for the Sins of Men, than ever it could haye 


done other wile, and that to the eternal Admiration and | 
could they 


- 


Tranſport of Angels as well as Men? How | 
). have 4 in any other Inſtance but this, that God's 
Holineſs ig fo infinitely pure and: immaculate; as that Sin 
is as much hated by him, as his own Son is loved? Ho- 
7 lineſs is the very Brightneſs of God's Face: Ir attracts 

be che Eyes, the Hearts, and Raviſhments of Men and _ 
P Angels. And here in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
through this Conſtitution of Grace in Immanuel, *tis 

of evidently ſeen, That he is of purer Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity ; that he is the Holy One of 1ſradl ; that there 
4a" is none holy as the Tord; that Sin is the Evil he hates, 
and cannot but puniſh, were it even only imputed, and 

not inherent, and tho? the Imputation thereof ſhould be 

on his own Son. What Wonder is it now, if the Che- 


rubims, ſeeing this Glory ſhall' cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
aer Gd of Hoſts: Or if the Heavens ſhall own they 
: 2 F Ft 75 * 4 | 3 A 


391 are 
(a) Eph. iii. | th 


, % . o ; | 
| , ; kak 4 IS 
* ks * 1 "I v7 A F : * 


— - 
* 


are not pure in God's Sight; or the ne, A there 


ſhall cover their Faces before him, as alhamed of their 
Purity and Holineſs, when compared with God's! 
Even thy Juſtice, OLord, is more fully and gloriouſly 
«diſplayed in all the efſential and inviolable Rights there- 
of, © by the Subſtitution and Satisfaction of an incarnate 
God in the Room and Stead of lapſed Man, than ever 
--otherwiſe it could have been ſeen. As thou, O Lord, 
fits on the Throne of thy Holineſs, ſo Juſtice and Fudg- 
ment are the Dweiling-place of thy wrt 7 : And if 
Juſtice in God be like his other Attributes, if its infinite, 
as they are, it can never be ſeen in its due Glory and 


- - + Rights, as by an infinite Puniſhment. And where is 


the Creature that merely is ſo, that can ſuſtain an in- 
finite Punichment? So that of all that ever ſuffered for 
Sin, tis only Jzsus Cuhutsr that could ſay, Father, J 


 bave glorified thy Name (b). A ſerene Veneration of the 


. . We-. all the loyal Spirits above: And is not the 
Inflexible Juſtice of God, the ſacred Regard he hath to 
himſelf, and the Honuur of his Government, and his 

Aktene Diſlike of Sin, more gloriouſly diſplayed in the 

Incarnation and Sufferings + his own. Son, than in 

Thouſands and Ten ound being hurled into Hell? 

O great Jchovah, tis fit that thy Sovereignty and un- 
limited Dominion over all ſhould, be eternally owned, 
worſhipped and adored.. There is nothing more awfully 
Teverenced: in Heaven, as, it ought to be, than the So- 
vereignty and abſolute Dominion of God: And was it 
ever more manifeſted than in the Goſpel · Scheme? Di. 
vine Sovereignty muſt correſpond to his infinite Right: 

According to this, as there are in a great Man's Houſe, 
not only Veſſels of Silyer and Gold, but alſo of Wood 

and Earth, thou canſt and doſt of the fame Lump make 

Vale e Honour ee, Ant dere 

reignty that is abſolute and infinite, muſt extend to Acts 
of Grace, as well as of Power; And where are there 

ſuch ſtately Steps of the Divine Sovereignty, as in the Work 
pf our Redemption by che Son of God, who ſuffered, that 
; „ pe 


2 of God is eternally pleafing, compoſing, and de- 


9 : 
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(a) Fl, xlvii. 3. and lxxxix, 14. (6) John : i 
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"The Souls Progreſs io Heaven. 23 


we might reign, who juſtifies us Rocky by his Blood 8 5 
and beſto ws many Bleſſings on Mankin „ When he was Po 
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And, O bleſſed Jehovah, thy Tove to Mankind had. 
lien eternally under Suſpenſion and Reſtraint, if thine 
own Son had not laid down his Life to take off the Re - 
ſtraint. Tis in this, that God commended his Love, 
above all Things, that while we were Sinners, Chriſt 
died for us (a). And of no other Inſtance of Divine 
Goodneſs can it be. ſaid, but this, That this is as far as 
even the Love, the very infinite Love of God himſelf 

can go, when God ſpared not his awn Son, but freely 
gave him for us all (b). For, O great and gracious. 
God, what could thou give more than thine own Son? 
And O conſubſtantial Son of God, what couldſt thou 
give more than thy ſelf, thy noble and ſuperexcellent 
Self? Here is to be ſeen Goodneſs to the uttermoſt, 
Love in its Perfection! In this verily was the Love of 
God perfefled (c). Nor are there any higher Notes of 
Praiſe among all the Inhabitants, of Heaven, or any 
Thing that can cauſe greater Trances,. Exſtacies and 


Raptures among them, than their eternal Songs of tge 


Love of God manifeſted in Immanuel. Is it not this, 
that cauſes many a pleaſant and rapturous Story of the 
electing Love of God, in having a Conſultation of Love, 
and a Plot of Grace about lapſed Mankind, even from 
everlaſting? And many a pleaſant Sd. of redeeming _ 
them out of every Tongue, Kindred and Nation, from 

the Grave, Hell, and all the Powers of Darkneſs? And 
the Glory, the Wonder, the Joy of all this Grace, Good- 


"neſs, and Love, will not be confined . one Race 


of happy Spirits, ſuch, I mean, as have dwelt in Fleſh, 
but it runs through. all Heaven, and affects all the An- 
gels and Cherubims of Glory. V. 

Even Majeſty itſelf hath a Relation to Vouchſafements 
of gracious Condeſcenſion. There may be Terror at 
Greatneſs, but its kindly. Reſpect, and humble Venera- 
tion, that hath to do with Majeſty. And 'tis in Chriſt 
that the Holy One of Iſrael is repreſented as High on 
OY TT {cs * Lefty 
(a) Rom. v. 8. (5) Rom. viii. 32. (c) i John ii. 85. 
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the proclaimed Name an 
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Tofty in his condeſcending to dwell in the humble and 
e eee 
And again, tis in the Work of our Redemption, 
through the Son of God, that the Merey of God is e- 
minently diſplayed: Which, tho' a Divine Attribute, 
had never ſeen the Light, nor been worſhipped and 
a doted for ever, unleſs Chriſt had manifeſted it. But 
that the Day ſpring from on high hath viſited us, this it 
through the tender Mercy of our God 2 and fo 'tis now 
p ae and Glory of God, The Lord God 
merciful and gracious (c . 

In all Humility I would reprefent to thee, O Lord, 
that the Way of relieving Mankind from the ruining 
Effects of Sin by a God incarnate, as it ſets off the Glory 
of all the Divine Attributes more than ever other wiſe they 


could be ſeen; ſo, in a ſpecial Manner, it manifeſts the 


Glory of a God that is One in Three, and Three jn 
One. It not only ſhews the Glory they have all in com- 
mon, in the Manifeſtation of the eſſential Perfections 
of the Deity, but the Glory that is due to them in their 
ſeveral perſonal Subſiſtences, and their ſeveral perſonal 
Works in our Redemption. And this is that Glory of 
the ſacred Three, which we know not how it could ſo 
well be diſplay'd, as in the myſterious Oeconomy of 
the Goſpel. Particularly, there $$Hhew'd in it, That 
it was the Father that did hold the great Council of 
Heaven with the Son and the Holy Ghoſt about Man's 
Redemption: That he ſo loved the World, as to ſend his 
only begotten Son into it (d): That he therefore loved his 
Son, becauſe he laid down his Life for his Sheep: That 
he laid Help on One that was mighty to bear it (@ That 
it pleaſed the Father to bruiſe him; that thereby! 
a Ranſom: That he prepared a Body for him to ſuffer 
in(f); and that ir pleaſed the Father that in him all 
Fulneſs ſhould dwell (g): That he draws us to the Son 
by the Cords of his Love, and by the Pull of his omni- 
ee Again, hereby is ſhewed, how the Son 
oved us, and waſhed us in his Blood; How he is the 
5 | Fo V Tight 
da) Iſa. lvii. 15. (6) Luke i. 78. ( Exod. xxxiv. 6. (d) 
John il. 16. (e) Pſal. Ixxx'X. 19, (J) Heb. x. 5, (g) Col i 19. 


» 


found 


3 8 „„ = Fr 


— 72 6 
be take R * 
; * 7 
” 
G -” 
2 3 xk 


py wk Vi 


ta 


loſt : How, he offers his Grace to the Chief of Sinners: 
How his Grace ſupe 


de Souf's Progreſs to Huben. 2 
1 gun Life of the World, and the Lamb of God tha” 

 raketh away the Sin thereof : How he hath purchaſed: 

eternal Redemption for us, which we had forfeired and 


perabounds, as Sin abounds: How 


fit he was for the-Bufineſs; for who ſo fir to mend the 


World, as he that made it? Who could be ſent by the 


Father, and ſend the Spirit, but the Perſon that's Middle 
of God in us, but the expreſs Image of his Father*s per. 


| ſon; Who could reſtore us to the Inheritance of Chil- 
dren, but the Firſt-born of God, and Heir of all Thing 


And hereby is demonſtrate the Glory of the Third Per- 
ſon, as he beſtowed - Gifts, beyond Meaſure, on the 


human Nature of Chriſt (a); as he upheld bim by rhe 
Right. hand of his Righteouſneſs (b) ; as he rears up our 
Souls to be Temples for God to dwell in (c), by en- 
lightning, indlining, | 


gh! 1 urifying, and ruling them; and, 
as. he ſanctiſies and ſeals : both Soul and Body unto the 
Day. f A ⏑§’˖· oa ee ot fr 3 


XII. The. ſerious Soul thinking now he hath Encourage- 


between them? Who could repair the defaced Image 


ment to make Application ef theſe Pleas of Faith to 


_ himfeif, he draws near unto: the Throne of Grace; 
ee Tord, if it is 
kind, may not I 


e ſaved among others. 


4 


O let not the Lord be angry, if, with others, I pray 


m—_ 


and ſay unto God, Do not condemn me (e): Do not for-" 
ſake the Work of thine own Hands (f). There is Joy in 


for thy Glory to ſave loft Man- 7 


Heauen at the Corrverſion of one Sinner; and this not 

only from their Love to a precious Soul, but alſo from 

We 64 to thy Glory. And can the Glory of Mer- 
r 


cy and Freeneſs of Grace ſhine more brightly in the 


Salvation of any one Soul, than ſuch 4 Soul as mine 


If the Greatneſs of Mercy is to be eſtimated by the 


Greamnels af Sin, and the Greatneſs of Miſery, which” = 


r Y 
li. 22. (c) Ephi. iv. 39, (e) Job x, 2, 22 
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it reſcues from, in what Inſtance can Merey be « iſplay., *: 
ed more gloriouſſy than in ſuchaSoulasmine is? What 
bleſled Spirit above, or What Inhabſtant in Heaven can 


* 


have more Reaſon to admire” free Grace; than 1, if 
reached with the ſame? Eſpecially, if that is true, as it 
certainly is, which is ſaid, Lake vii. 37. Where much is 
Forgiven, they will love the more, praile the more, and 
admire the more. O bleſſed Lord, what an Act of 

- 1 Mercy would it be to pity and fave the like of me! 
The leſs Worth in me, the more 'God-like Mercy will 
appear in helping me. O let me hear anew thy Name 
and thy Glory proclaimed, that thou art the Tord God, 
merciful and gracious, forgiving Iniq uiii... 

O Holy One of Vrael , may the exerciſed Soul ſay, 
How great, or how aggravated my Sins are in thy Sight, 
which I mournfully lament and reſent with deep Self. 
aðbaſement and Contrition; yet they cannot be greater 
than the Sins for which Chriſt hath died: Since he died 
for the Sins of the whole World, «that is, for every 
Size and Enormity of Sin that hath been committed, 

by whatever Sorts, Capacities and Sexes of Mankind. 
Could an infinite Wiſdom, that ſaw from the Tower of 
Eternity all the Evil that could be in the Heart and Con- 
verſation of Mankind, contrive a 3 and yet not 
provide that the Remedy ſhould be ſufficient for the 
Malady? ere of the Incarnation, and Satisfaction 
of the Son of God, was not to call the Righteous, but 
Sinners Repentancs (a): And is there any Sin more 
than ſinfül? Thou came, bleſſed Jeſus, not to heal the 

'  Wholeg but the sich: And is there any Malady above the 
Skill of ſuch a wiſe and grow Phyſician ? So that what-' 

E ever be my Sins, ſays the Soul; if I have a Heart to 
part with them, it cannot be above the Reach of Chriſt 
Again, Whatever be my Sins, they cannot deſerve 

- more than an infinite Puniſhment ; and this Chriſt the 
Son of God, and Surety for us, hath ſuffered, and there- 
1 by hath preſented a perfect Satisfaction to the Juſtice of 
God for Sin, aud a perfect Righteouſneſs to the Judge 
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Righteouſneſs af God by. Faith; a Righteouſnels every 


Whatever my Sins have been, they cannot exceed the 
4 Mer . of God, which graciouſly forgives Iniquity, 
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ol all the Earth, for this very Purpoſe of being imputed 
to Man, and eſtimated on his Account. And here I 
deſire to be l che natural Bottom, Poſture, and 4 


& * 


Situation of my Soul, which was to work out 4 Hap- 


ppb to mylelf by ſomething of my own. O. ſee the 
Vanity and Folly of this, and diſclaim ix. 1 deſire to 
85 


be. only in Chriſt, and to renounce all mine ow -n 
: Righteouſne „ and ſeek Shelter and Safety only in the 
Way ſufficient to deliver me from my Judge, if, by 
Humility and Faith, I am inveſted with it; whatever 
my Sins have been, which now I am willing to re- 
e AA nr eollt, SES TR 


Tranigreſſion and Sin. If the Evil of Sin is infinite, the 


Mercy of God is no leſs ſo. And whatever the Law can 


reveal to be a Sin, the Mercy of God reveals a Pardon 


for the ſame. The Mercy - ſeut covered the whole Ark, 


ſame Dimenſions; and the Law was put in the Ark; 


why, but to intimate there is Mercy for the pardoning 


of every Sin againſt any Part of the Law whatſome ver. 
Hence may a contrite Soul ſay, Whatever my Sins be, 


_. there is Mercy upon repenting of them, and flying to 
en en eil Baal, it . nr 


the Malignity of the Sin, but the Malignity of the Sin- 
ner that is the Cauſe of it: Tis not becauſe he hath 
been guilty, bur becauſe he reſolves to be guilty by 


Continuance in Sin, that a. Soul is ruined: Tis becauſe 


they will not come io Chriſt, and live. For the very _ 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is not unpardonable, becauſe 
there wants. Mercy large enough to pardon it; but be- 
cauſe it refuſes the Mercy that can only pardon it. If 
ITreturn to the Almighty with all my Heart, and put 3 
Iniquity far from my Heart and Tabernacle, then I ſhall 

mate m e e unto him, and he ſhall hear my 

Voice (a), and deliver me from the Hit, for he hath found 


4 ſom (b). ol ney. 1 | 
„en,, 
| (9 Ob Xxii. 23, 27. (5) Job XXXili. 24. 
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Further, Whatever m Sins are, they cannot exceed 
che Virtue' of Chriſt's B Blood. Tnat which is ſufficient 
to propitiate for the Sins of the whole World, is ſuffi- 
cient to waſh away moe Sins than any one Perſon can 
be capable of. The Blood of Chriſt, being the Blood 
of God, cannot be as Water ſpilt on the Ground, nor 
be of ſo little Value and Efficacy, as not to blot out the 
gteateſt Sin, and cleanſe the greateſt Sinner. No Sin 
can exceed the Vertue of the Blood of God, chat is 
of e . unleſs it be the Sin of rejecking and 
wamplir n it, by — and Unbelief. And 
no Sinſulneſs of Man can wa! an than the Righteouſ- 
neſs of a God... Tis a Blood that hath already waſhed 
away Scarlet Sins, crying Sins, notorious Sins, Con- 

"Roar 0 Sins. And this Fountain of Chriſt's 
Blood, as it did run under Ground from Eternity in the 

e of Redemption between the Father and. the 

to it did butit forth near the very Birth of Time, 
pay ay thy opening up of the Covenans of Grace, and 

is ſill kept open. Iis not a ſealed Fountain, bur tis 4 
Fountain opened for the Houſe e David for Sin and 

ACE, N « And therefa! 6. what \hinders, me to 12 4 


il jo from all our: — if we will but by 
b „ 1 2 

Are not the Ocker aas 1 0 Sin indefinire- | 
; 7 Ae who is more ſinful than IL am, will the contrite 
3 wee eee ſave me from my Sins. "Tis made to 
* are loſt and undone; and who ſee themſelves 
3 loſt and undone than I am. Lord, come, ſeek 
and fave thy poor loſt Sheep (6). ie bead to the Poor 
5 4 Necdy; And who is more needful than 1 am? 1 
a poor and needy, Lord. make — — and hel n me (c). 
. At of Gram to the Undeſerving; and who is 
more undeſerving than 1 am, and who "needs Grace 
more than I do? + 

O great and highly exalted God! Heaven inthe Throne, 
and the Earth is thy Foot fool; and I would think it 
JIrzeverend Preſumption to . — — 
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Hand, but What thou can kind Cruſe in 


175 But here b an find. Cauſe in thy 
ET ant Story "of all ttribures to help ſuch a 


poop miſerable Can as I 6-4 for Lord, here is a Soul 
in a ſad lunge; even in an extreme and de 2 — c 
ceſry, and would 1 nog be. oy [1 W of t 
dom to come in for Relief to m in ſuch a 5 
this, and to help 8 2 la e | 
make Man's "Extremb 2 portunity for Help and _ 
Succour? a Das oe old Way of thine ancient 
9 5 en 9 ot what. to $% tochave their 
Eyes upon th er "as hen they: 2 ſee nothing 
wiel of 10 'P th ſelves N What cauſed Terror 
in the Lind of th 8 1 they. have /ooked to thee 
and were 354 N. 0 33 I do fo likewiſe? 
Here is a So 1 iger Datkach ted in the Shadows * 
of Death for + of the Application and Intimation 
of Pardon of 5 and 5 With God: And would it 
not be to the, Glory, of the e of thy Grace, as 
well aß che Aſc of a troubled. Spirit, ſo ro preſent 40 
Perfection of thy Sacrifice to the Soul, an 3 © 
neſß of the Tmpuracion. thereof, as to draw it, ſo. com- 
paſſed Wirt the Terrors of. Juſtice, ta a hearty W 
tation of the, Scheme of Salvation, and a voluntary Su 
jection to thy | Government, of Grace 2 Here is 1 Se! 
fad! complaining . of felt Hardneſs of Heart, which it: 
thinks hard as the nether Mill - ſtone, being little melted 
with" either a. Senſe of Sin, or a Conviction. of Rig h- | 
teouſneſs; And would ir not. be to the Glory of N 
Power to break. this. Rock in Pieces, and make it loft, "I 
tender and ſuſceptible of Divine Impreſſions > Here is a' 
poltured Soul, enſible chat tis made loathſome 8 
Sin; would it "not be to the Glory of thy Holineſs,. to 
cleanfe this Soul, and transform it into-thine own 1 
neſs? Here is a guilty Soul, that owes thee a Debt f 
Puniſhinent: And would it not he. to the Glory of thy 725 
12 155 to che Wa Chal from a good aud Iponſibe 
d, even the CThri Jeſus? Here is a rebellious! . 
Sou; and yeguld it not 8 * ory « 15 boy 1 


* 
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Gow, to reſcue this Soul from the Hand of of thine Ene“ 


3 


duo knows but 
aid indeed that my Strength. and Hope is periſhed from 


Lin 7 raveller : : Or, 


mie,, and ſubdue it to thy ſelf? © * 
eee og * * et 8 * a Life © 


Vun. 4 1 ns is ates in pk : hs | 


I cannot think; ſays the exerciſed Soul, but there. is 


gracious Meanin p bo: this to Man, ſo aful as he is; And 
Lord may be yer gracious 55 me. 1 


the Lord, remembring my Aſftiction and my Miſery, the 
+ Worm-wood'aud the Gall; and my Soul. bath them, ſtill. 


in Remembrance, and is humbled in me: But this 1 fy 


call to Mind; and therefore have I Hope, be cauſe rig 
the Lord's Mercies that I am not conſumed, - and hee 


N bis Compaſſions fail not (a). And who can tell but i 


Tord will turn and repent, and turn away, from 5 


fierce Anger, that I periſh' not (5)? He hath dealt gra - 
cCiqauſly to many Thouſands e're now, who have been, - 
faith the Soul, in the ſame Depths as 1 am, Feb, their 


Souls have been kept above Water in Hope. vt 
And tho' this ſecret Hope be only a ſmall if glimmering 


i Light, and in the Entrance very weak, ſta Fer ng be · 
be! 


© tween Hope and Fear, and doubrful of t | 
ſo far keeps trom ſinking. Deſpondency, as that the Soul 


% 


ue, yet. ir 


begins to mark the Promiſes, which before it looked 
upon as being either needleſs by Preſumption, or worth · 


less by Deſpair; and made nd Account of them but as 
- common. Falages, or Things it could nor claim, But 


5 wala upon them, a 


now the Man, havi 2 0 the Promiſes, begins to 


it the Lord ſhew himſelf yet compaſſionate and graci. 


5 Leu 19, 90, 24, 20. 1 kW. 9 


dus to me! O what a bleiſed Change would this be! 
Od, if God turn trom his Anger, 1 ſhould not periſh, 
but. live in his Sight! But yet, 

| XIV. The Soul finds itſelf frangely afniſhed with | 


the Thought "of Eter 


y. 


0 Eternity; Erernity , How fhall' 1 ds: to f peak of | 


ez. Thou art as a boundleſs Space, where © one 


to think with himſelf, O What 


* ese r , . 0 a+: aces ave. 3 "OOTY 8 


"ould. 


should fly ever ſo [wift, or ever ſo long, there is no 
coming nearer, any Term, Point, or Period; but ali is 
boundleſs, undeterminate and unmeaſurable. Thou art 
a State that admits of neither Change or Pauſe for ever. 
Every Thing but Eternity has an End at laſt, As many 
ſoever as thete are Stars in the Firmament, or Sands on 
the Sea - ſhore, or Hairs on the Heads of all the Chil- 
dren of Men, that either are or have been, or will be, 
yet there is a determinate Number of them: But, for 
Eternity, it bath neither End or Middle in it; and'rhere- 
fore tis. perfectly indefinite and indeterminable: So that 
' when:the Soul hath livod Ten thouſand Times Ten thou- 
ſand of Millions of Myriads of Ages, it can never àp- 
xroach;; one Moment nearer the End, or nearer th 
Middle of Eternity. O Eternity! What can 1 ſay more 
of thee, but that thou art ever, ever, ever} A Duration, 
à Permanency of Being, a Continuation of Exiſtence that 


s Ser ver, e 8 
„What Workings doth: this Cauſe in my Mind, and 
rharzcaſting about of Thoughts, whether this bound- 
eſs Duration is to be filled 9 Sorrows 3 Win 
a pleaſant Sight of the Face of God; or with horrid 
Viſions of Devils: or damned Spirits; with the! refreſſi- 
ing Beams of the Glory of God in Heaven, or with the 
purpureal painful Flames of Hell. A thouſand Years to 
Eternity is not one Drop of Water to the whole Ocean, 
or one ſmall Gtayel-ſtone in Compariſon of the whole 
Sand; or even as a: Waich in the Night, when Men are 
7 aſleep, and haye ſearce any Perception of Duration at 
K all; for there is ſtill ſome Proportion between the leaſt 
| Number and the greateſt, che leaſt Duration and the 
i- Peer if that greateſt Number and greateſt Duration 
have any Bounds at all: But in long Eternity there is 
1 not any Bounds or Meaſure at all. And this great, this 
hy, vaſt Eternity is filled either with Rivers of Delight, or 
5 with Lakes of Fire and Brimſtone. O what can be ſuf- 
34 ficient, to alarm the immortal: Spirit of Man, if this be 
not! and to awaken him to a great Concerm about his 
e Salvation ! One ſerious View: of Eternity ib enough to 
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as "Lion's Traweller : Or, 


Mere it the Diſtance of Six thouſand Year: enn al the 
"Years of this paſſing. World; much more to be fo near 
| it, as our ſhort and uncertain Lives put us, Which ſee us | 
to the very Door of Hernity : For our Age is as no- 
ing beſors it, and ſeta us mot vf the'Brink of! cydleſs 
ternity, from the Ert Moment of our Lives till out 
Breath, go! gin. O-: awful and amazing Thought! 
O Eternity, Ererniey ! What ſhall I do to conceive 
of thee? Then art too bulky and boundleſs for our Ap- 
_ prehe For let our Apprehenſion 'firerch. iefelf to 
- the utmoſt, is can never reach nearer thy End. OE. 
: ternity,! rhow art nonpluſſing and confounding” 
Judgment : For When it would compare thee iro Out he; 
there is no Meatute to make the Compariſon with. 
O Eternity! Thou art aſtoniſhing to Invention: For 
chere is not only no Simile to illuſtrate what thou art; 
but alſo the more we think to conceive of thee, the 
more doſt thou tranſcend our Thoughts. | 
PE ct pad which can ſtart from one End r Hea- : 
ven to another, and walk about'the Circle of the Earth, 
cannot advance one Moment nearer the End, or Header , © 
the Mil, ,of Eternity. Let 7nv07riow call in for its 
an Ihle Similies; let it Think there aro as many 
Nen et of Millions of Years in Eternity as ever there 
Were Spires of Graſs on the Earth, or Grains of Sand 
in the Sea, it cannot come nearer any Bounds or Period 
— Eternity. Let Apprehenſion ſtretch à Line to meaſure | 
Eternity, it will ſoon find that not only the Line is 
hort, hut that it cannot be ſo mueclt as applied; 
ere _ no Proportion at all between a Duration 
Which hath Bounds, Tube which-thetefore may be con- 
23 — that which hath no Bounds, and therefore 
fectly inconceivable. Let Juugment make a Standard, 
ereby- it would mere out an eternal Duration, it 
5 oon find that the longeſt Meaſure of Time it 
can conceive, is as far from the Leng th of — 
as this rare Time that can e alligr'd. O Fe 
And th. Eternity, this vaſt ind: boundleſs lee is is 
1 me: ether with or r Pleaſur res, either with in- 
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De Sous Progreſs to Heaven, 33 
tolerable Miſery,” or inexpreſſible Happineſs. Wil a 
Man then ſtill go on in his ſinful Purſuits, and in an 
over- grown Love and exceſſive Care about worldlyß 
Things, to the Neglect of a Bleſſedneſs that laſts thro' 
Eternity? By what Name ſhall this be called? Shall it 
be called Foliy ? It is ſo, but tis Folly without a Com- 
pariton; there being no Man but he would labour and 
be diligent one Hour in his worldly Affairs, for pre- 
venting a Miſery through his whole Life, and the making 
the reſt of his Time eaſy and comfortable. But our 
z. whole Lives are far from bearing that Proportion to 
it Eternity, that one Hour bears to threeſcore or fourſcore 
e; Years, Shall it be called downright Madneſs and Dil- 
1 traction af Mind? It is ſo indeed, but to ſuch: ai fuper- 
* lative Height as bath: not a Parallel: For it doth not call 
'; for ſo much Pity to ſee Madmen buſied about Trifles 
and Toys, as to ſee People having the ſober Uſe of their 
Keaſon in all Things, but the main Thing, in all Affairs, 
a» but that of their Soul, and in all Intereſts, but theſe 
hi, of Eternity. Shall it then be imputed to downright In- 
er Faelity, that whatever Men are taught to ſay of the 
ts WM /mipottality of their Souls, and their eternal State, yet 
iy | the} Believe, noe one Word about the ſame? But ten 
re tis Unbelicf ſo groſs, as that no; Chriſtian, and bur/few:- 
id Heathens, will own this to be their Caſe, but will pro · 
4 fels and avow, Mar the Soul, ie immortal, that here: 
re a future State, and that Death enters them into the ſame - 
is which yet operates as little on their Minds, and as ht» 
|; tle influences their Hearts and Lives, as if they were not 
Fl only perſuaded that it is not true there is a future State, 
n- but alſo that tis impoſſible. O how ball ſuch Stupidiy 
e bc accounted for!. Unleſs jc be dhe Mankind being 4 
d, in Treſpaſſes and Sins, they are dead to the intellectual 
it ! :nvifible World, and as the Dead know, _— "as. * 
it little do they diſcern. any Thing ſaid of its Glory. Q for 
Ys ſpiritual Life, to make us e e of apprehending Erer- 
O nity! O for ſpiritual Lighe, to enter us into a ſerious 
Thought of 1 | 
is ſtantly influenced by the View thereof! O amazing and 
n- Wl altoruſking Eternity]! Thou art hard at Hand. Suppoſe 


Sr - + r 


ternity! O for-ſpiritual Senſe, to be ton-. 


© every one of us could live threeſcore Years and ten, or 
© ;Fourtcore Years;' yet Eternity is at our very Door. One 
. » vhas lived twenty of theſe Years, and fo tis but fifty or 
* fixty Years between him and Eternity. Another has 
 »bived already thirty Years, and tis only forty or fifty 
Tears to his Eternity. Another Has reached to forty 
ears, and let other forty Years pals, and be ſure, they 
will aſſoon paſs. over as the bygone Years, and then he is 
ſwallowed up in long Eternity. Another hath lived fifty 
, - of theſe Years; and now the beſt Haif of Life. is over, 
and the reſt is but the more weak and languiſhing Re- 
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mains of Life; and tis bu twenty or thirty. Years bo 
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come, and then he finds himſelf in Eternity. Another 
is come to ſixty of theſe Years, and then tis but ten 
ot twenty Years, when comes his Eternity, that never 
comes to an End. Another is advanced to the Length 
dot ſeventy Years; and now how long has ſuch an one 
to live: His Glaſs is near run, his Sun is near ſet, he 
bas his Foot on the Border of Eternity, which is eyer, 
- - ever; ever, cver, ever, ever, ever without End for ever- 
more. O that all this were as much minded and confi- 
dered as tis known! ' Lord teach us to number our Days, 
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that we may Soy au WA To Wiſdom (a). 
Eternity! Eternity! Eternity! Thou art either an 
Eternity of Death and Miſery, or an Eternity of Liſe 
and Happineſs. And though the Lord ſhould require 
of me, faich thelthouptaful uf 0 ſpend a thouſand 
Tears in Faſtings, in Watchings, in Hanger, in Cold, 
zin Dens and Caverns of che Earth; would I have Rea- 
| - _ fon! to complain of this, 'as. being tos much for the 
| + Avoiding an 2 of Miſery, and for the attainin 
dan Eterniqy of Happ | 
fer or Hope of the ſame, let me haye 'a, Part in it! 
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for 72 Put cannot die, tho they with 


for the lame: The ly gaſping: for ever in the Throws 
| e where Darkneſs 


of Death, in theſe gloomy 


and Horror have bel Seat, and where no dawning of x 


Light or Hops ſhall ariſe for ever, and where never 


Jy 

ec 

Dr 

18 

IN Eaſe or Pleaſure are to be found. In an Eternity again 
7 of Life, they are where God and the Lamb appear in 
1 

7 

or 


all their Glory, and God Immanuel imparts all his Ful- - | 


neſs, and whete Life, and Love, and Joy, ſpring up in 


their Souls for ever. How dreadful is: it to think on 15 


# Hell, where God's Anger burns, and doleful _—_— | 
and wailing, and pi hi of Teeth is heard in all their 
"3 Dwellings! And bow: pleaſant to hear of Heaven, where 
1110 Health, Melody and Joy is in all their Habitations, and 


ver where is the pr 2 4 Region of Light, Life and Solace 


5 for ever, and no at all 3 is wanting to make their : 
Sth joy fall AE, ys 3 


he Oy Soul, ww 5 er, Thought of this Canſt thing: ; 
er, be at reſt till thou have Security for a happy everlaſting 
„State? O who can be at Eaſe, « he thinks on an eter- 


nal Doom in Hell! O great and merciful God, I cry 
and for a Right and Fitneſs for eternal Bleſſedneſs. 


and a Title and. Meetneſs for Heaven, I muſt have all 
this, or I periſh for ever. I cry unto thee, O Lord, I 


fill it up as thou plecaſeſt, only let me have my Soul for 
a Prey: Let me not, I pray thee, be e 


everlaſting Salvation 


Heaven they have no Need of the Sun, Moon or Stars, 
for the Lord is uato them an everlaſting Light, and the 
Days of their Mourning are ended. In Heaven t 7; 
en arc come to Mount Zion, unto the City of the living. G 

ere and 0 an innumerable Company of Angels, to the Gene- 


death, al * ꝗ 15 and Church of "ny Fir{t-born, and to the 
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weep, I groan, I h gh at thy Feet, Ill ſubſcribe a Blank, 


and ir- 
recoverably loſt: Let | ME: | be 7 Ing the Lord. with an 


aher of der or . * an FP 3 Den 


unto thee for Deliverance from the Wratk to 2 =; 


this is what I muſt have! I muſt haye Pardon, I muſt 
have Ri 1 7 I muſt have Deliverance from Hell, 
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In Heaven they ſee Godz and are 1. like "eſa in ; 
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Infinite, "as it d ardoning foch 
en Sin 


5 on + pre; pop Wo cannot. get rid of ill 15 yr [A 
Ai And xeeaiye Life freely; at his Handas. 1 beg 
0 Lord, 40 urge this Matter ak 
thy Throne, as With deep Proſtration 
8 
Importünitz, 0 Jet. hotet angry, mind 
theo. af che gra⁰,E, Words that hayei proceeded from 
thy Lied eden the abſo Promiſes. thou haſt made of 
a fre and. T Pardon of, Sin, of a neu Heart and a 
neu 9 0 2 — 9 of the Law of God on be 
Hears (@)s' ile «pple, willing in the. Day f thy. 
Power: (4) e N Thrane of Gface, creed 
on. the Blodd of where no poor contrite re- 
turning Sinner e ll alſo mind ſome Con 
ene of:crernal Reaſon. flowing, farm the. Nature 
and. Axttibures;;of:( God e how Mercy would appear 
to be infinite Mercy indeed) in ſaving the like of me, 
and how that 8 Pawer To God would be ſeen to be 


aud fußäung f 8 
h 3 5 ring 2 
the Lord is toy an N Auen, e 6 
17 1 Nen and Sin (c). I'll repreſent. als. 
Thrane, that it would not he a I — unworthy 
[der .t:ftep in for niy Relief, when all other 
3250 deth.: Ell fearch even' into the Archives of 
Heaven, and the Recondi of . ſince, by a read 
Extrac from che Book of: Life; > who are written 
here; are choſen dut of the ſame Lump of Sin and Mi- 
Ly ane efs are left in!: Ill mind the Lord alfo of 
former! Precellents of his Grace, ſince theſe are ſſet 
own as halten and gements far theſe who © 
Hall afterwards believe (d): And LI cry unto the Lord; 7 
Lord fave me as thou haſt ſaxed Thouſands 'e're now 


w 


by ;thy> Grace, thy altogether [free Grace: For I have 


all in we; chat ever Grace found in any when it Pre» 
rented them, and that is only Sinfulnets, Unworthineſs, | 


en Stone fl nt nn u Bü Wiretched- 


Ka) Erek xix. 20. XXI. b Gl. ex 0 E Hs | 
TY CET Mn LA wa. 


wWrerchednels, ad e Ad: Lab x nel 
pray thou may not overlpotr me, ot piſs by me in dk. 
free Diſtributions of hy Grace, and Eff y 
Spirit. My Spirit is averwwhilined 20h love 
and my Heart withj m0 16" Aefbland, hear n 
o Lord, and give Bar ante my Supplicanons j woe 
vito Judgment with me; fur in hy Sight d El 
|. ing tan be juſtified; I frerceh 923 my Rund, 
e 3, my Soul thirheth after rbos, as 4 thirſt Land, 
Selah. Hear me arg my bo. fublerh, \biden# thy 
Face from me, left I be like und thim that yo down this 
the. Pit : Cauſe me i hear "thy. Lioug%1 N hs 
Morning; fur lig my Fond ro Ibeh 2 1 p 
| have I cried unto the O Tord. Tera, Bear my ich z 
let thine Ears be'atteritive-t0 thi Nö f the pet 
tions. If hou Kurd ſhouldeſt matt niquich *"'O'Eord, 
* who ſhall ftand 7 Bur thers is Forgiveraſs' with” thee; 
. that thou mayeſt be. foartd D. Wi 95 Any _— 57 
i a HH] word: tu: 


VI. Life and Salvation F e being 4. hw wal 
4 of 1 the 3 778 2h Import ange, ther oul Secames fur | 
tire, and would yen. has e Ang 
a WK W Wor" 7 nod : ol; 


ee mea 7 55 7 


Salvation to pen ms AD Rebels 7 Can here 
x Life, while 3 

3 turns every where: to keep the Way ef the e 

— Can there be Life, uſhile the Curſe of God pr beet, 
Ii And tears out the Vitals of the: Soul ? What Bi eile | 
Sin's Pollution eſtrangeth; and-carreth off fror God; | 
tte Fountain of Life? [fiomr'(Þpjhairies br" up us; und 
| nve pine away. in our Sint, bow can we then" live (bY? 
Sure, no Life to the Soul; unleſs there be ſuch a propiti- 
atory Sacrifice, the Blood of which can at once quench 
the Flames of Juſtice, cancel che Curſe of the Law, 
a d wiſh away the Stain of Sinzi Andiwheye can ſuch 4 
8. erißee be 5 Heavenlor in Earth, h Angels, 
b el 2 Fin ee my 


(e) LOT eilill.! 2 rk res Ly 2 3 + "wy Back. KY 
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EDDIE ES TOS an | 


Mer eee I come . 1 
tt the; High God Shall 1 come to 
mm with, Galvet f an Tear old 


did * 


him pcs or Burnt-off ri 


Wil the Lord be pleaſed wit Thouſands of Rams, or 4 


Len thouſand: Rivers df Oi? Shall 5 Firſt: born 


fan my. Travſyreſſions the Fruit of. my Body for the Sin of 


my. Kaul (a) Tho' I did, ſays the fenfible Soul, I could 
not walh 0 the Stain of & the leaſt Sin: Much leſs at- 


tone Juſtice and appeaſe Wrath for the inqumerable 


Evils.char £6 me about. e 
Well, thou haſt nothing to 5 0 my Soul . 


| God has 1 igen bimielf 2 Lamb; Come, turn 


then, and ſee this graq Sight: Behold the Lamb of God, 
who the h auiay the din of the World:(b), Come and ſee 


Vim, iuhom Gad hath ſet forth to be à Propitiation through | 


Faith iu his: Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs in the Re- 
27 ran, of Sin (c). Ariſe then, O timorous and pen- 

live Saul, Auf be vot ſcarred off by the Weight and 
Number of thy Sins, for he calleth and commandeth 


they to ebe, He faith, -Bobold. mes and ifonce 


mill nat .ſatisfy,-he ſaich again; Behold me, even 10-4, 
Natian not called by bis Name (d). Tis not Preſump- 
ho then 20 lift up your Eyes and look on him: Bur 
eff t {bur the” Eyes, and: pull away the 
Mun „enn 
Alan ak Soul ! and lien well to che good News 
che great Lover ef Souls tells us, When he ſays, I am 


2 that abeꝝ might ha ve Liſe, and have it more'abun» 


ee my Soul; may not thou gow ſee that 
ede Deſign arid gracious Errand, upon which the 
ut came down to the lower. World, was to 

e Life: unto Souls ? See now the kind and 3 
ntion of the San; and as little needs chou 
the merciſul good Wil of the Father ; ſince this aq 
the End of Chriſt's Miſhon, and this. Commandment he 


received af this Father uno ſa loved the World, that he 
ent his only begotten Sen into it, thut whoſoever believes / 


w him might not anz. love everlaſting. _ (> 


<3 Hence 
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. XVII. The" furh RV bit 
oe in ſore Meaſure ſurnfy;" yer. che Foul in ſary. ro. 
 efci{ed with" Diſtouragements from the natural 5. 
. e of 'the Heart to God. Hits 211 NO de,, 

= oY 9411 401 K #7 2 94 nk tins 251 LY "4! "4 
"Times ſaith the Soul, this thews: indeed a Code 
Goodneſs, and manifeſts the Redremer to be T4 God, 
and erernal Li; Love and Eife being kis ve LEO 
ſence (c). And all this may well, ſutz, and fully ſatis tisfy 
ſenßible, compliant, and Well. rempetide Souls, 9 
their Need; and earneſtly deſſte to rei, che Atone- 
ment: But what is — 85 me, Who have neither Wiſe 
dom to ſee, Strength to get, nor a Heart to ſeek Re- 
_ conciliation with God? What blackens pp Cale Go who the 
_ outermoſt is my Negle& and Contempt ofothe 

| Salration-- For whereas-the ſmalleſt Dawaings G6: 
E ſhould have been do my Soul, av Life Trom 
8 Dead, Oh how. lietle is my Heart affected to God 

PE A the blefled Redeemer! Can ſuch 4 Wreteh us 1. 
| 8 9 and ſo ungrateſul, ever expect chat the 
ſhould caſt ſo much as an Eye upon me, unleſs zvith uch 
a Look as would ſtare me but öf. Being o into Hell. 
But. why ſo penfivez''©' excrtiſed Son Why Etteſt 
thou ſo ſolitary in the Pults Why nit thou id fadly di- 
ſtracted with Thoughts; and iſtreſſed with) Fears? 
How grareful and reviving! 2 17 robe. to Rall, that all 
our Weakneſs and Perverſene dur Wicketiicfs- and 
Wretchedneis were all foreſeen; 40d conſidered: by him; 
when he laid down hit Life a Sacrifice for our Sins, and 
a. Ranſom for our Souls? Fur when 0 were wit hous 
Strength, and when we were ungodly in das Time 
Chriſt de for ee. N the Lord 
find in vile Duſt, but What he has e Or what 
Ly n hr eres, bur "whats eee, 


us? 
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us? Ori is it N we can be. i in a Worſe Condition 


ſuch Dignity, as can ſatis 


"Ne je Soup ee to K ee 
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than = » 0 85 When, 295 laid # down his Life 80 
For. *< 
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n, wh 1% ER 17 gu, "it FER 
ne of everlaſting Salvation, make. the. Soul 
very anxious for a lufficient Saviour. "EY Pig os 


1 Eternity, ſays the Soul, 1s an amazing Thing; 
and eternal Concerns are of an awful Marek It 
cannot be an eaſy Thing ſo. much as to be in Suſpenſe, 
whether I thall 55 ter nally in Jo, ot eternally in Tor? 
ment: And, 1 to truſt for eternal Pike and. eternal Hap- 
pinels, requires a very ſure and ſtrong Foundation, 
Who is hz that cometh to oy me? Who is ſufficient 
for ſuch a great and nou ty r kng Is he of 

that Juſtice ich is infi- 
nite? Is he of ſuch Power, 15 can bear and appeaſe that 
Wrath which exceeds | its Fear? Is be of ſuch Fertue, 
as can cleanſe a Soul as black as Hell, or eaſe me of 
BY, Guilt that's heavier. chan Rocks ? J am' ſure, I 
need {ſuch a "rod Redeemer :" And Tam ſure, I need 
not turn for Help in this, either to Saints or Angels: 
For what Creature, can cale of n which makes the 
whole Creation groan? . 

But, 0 ſolicitous Soul, may it not, comfort thee, thit 
when the Lord ſaw't, ere was 10 Mah, and took No- 
tice there ,Was 1 Interceſſor (c), he laid Help on one 
that, * ny mighty to bear 555 ng the Man that von 

5 God's 

fa Ezek.. xi. 4, 6. b u 16. l lr. 16. 35 
e Ek * 15 5 0 © © 


we % ' : + » 4 # 
* * 


= 2 2 2 In whoſe Heart came the firſt Thou ughr of 


2 1 Angels to defire it, or dream of i it. Was it not 4 


kak. iy, 8. Fol. Cs 18, 


hs. 22 15 > Or. 


God's 1 own 15 (9), Why doſt thou not turn bats his 
Arong Hold, as a Priſoner 77 Hope (b)? Why doſt thou 


nor flee to him, who is able to ſave unto the uttermoſt 
4ʃl that come unto God by him (e)? Thy Redeemer is 
ftrong, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name (d). Is he tro 
enough to ſave from Sin and Death, and Hell, and 


the gloomy Powers of Darkneſs ? O yes: For he bath 


born ouùr Sins in his Body on the Tres (e, and nailed them 


ro the Croſs, and by Death hath deſtroyed Death and 
Hell, and him that had the. Power. thereof, that is the 
Devil (V, and hath fpoiled Principalities and Powers, 

triumphing over them in the Croſs (g): And now has 


/ « cended. unto Hea ven, having led Gap Yong cap 2280 . 


XIX. The awakened Soul reking further Satisfadtion 
8570 Chrift's Willingnel to fave. | 


"x Ct nothing of the Sufficiency of Cheif, t ; he Sa. 
vioar, ſaith the apxious Soul, I know he 46 ower 


that could dra me to himſelf, though all the Gates of 


Hell, and all the Powers of Darkneſs were between: 
1 know if he will, he can make me clean; my only 


Doubt is of his willing gueſs. The Conſciouſneſs of 4 
- Greatneſs and N . of my Sins, ſtaves me off from 


him : "What Acceptation can I expect, who have. To 


uch offended God, and affronted my Redeemer ?_ 
But why, ©. "penſive Soul, wilt thou doubt of his 


ving Sinners? Sure it came not into the Heart of Men 


Defign conceived When thou wert hid in the barten 


If Womb of nothing? Was it not then his own Self--mo- 
Zion? And what was it but his own Good-will unto the 


Children of Men, and his Willingneſs to ſaye them, 
that Was the rok Ta We und er Ground 1255 
whic 


Zech. ii. 195 @ Zech. ix. 12. 4 Heb. | vii. 25 ü 
1 90 2g. TY 24 (J Heb. mae 1 8 55 Gol. 
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mand? 


Dignity 


Ange and Men? Was i it not e that he gare his | 
own Son, and founded an eternal Covenant of Love 
and Peace in him > What could draw a Saviour from 
Heaven to Earth, and from the Earth to the Croſs? 
at could perſwade him to diſrob himſelf of Zighz, 
as of a Garment, and to cloud the Luſtre of his Divi- 
nity by the Interpoſition of a pale, mortal Body? What 
but free Love and Willingneſs to ſave, could move him 
to all this? And from What other Principle would he 
woo thee to receive Mercy, beſeech theo? as be happy 
and intreat thee to be ſaved ? 5 
And What Doubt can remain @f: this, ak; rhe; he 
Amen, the Faithful and the' True gives full Aur; 
that him that cometh unto him, he un in nowi a 
our (a) 7 If he were not willing, why would he ws 4 
mand” us to come unto him? Is it not the Father's 
Coane? that we ſhould believe on the Name of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt (b)? And is it not His: own Com- 
mandment? Ozly believe, fays he (c). And how ſeri- 
ous and aujhotirarive is he in his Ce I ſaid 
behold © me ; and again, Behold: me, even to thoſe that 
re not called by his Name a). Can thou queſtion after 
this his Witlin 14% to 25 e when it is not 
only e thee 15 "Way of Grace and Kindneſs, but 
alſo charged on gw 1015 Way of Authority and Com- 
nd why he ae to the loweſt 
Terms imaginable, 355 155 were not willing to fave thee ? 
Whar'doth the Lord 5g yi of thee, O ny Soul, in or- 
der fo be faved? No Merits, no Rivers of Oil; nor- 
Mountains of Prey, no 3 no Pennance; but only 
come. and receive the offered Gift of Life and Salva- 
tion (f). And is it a hard Matter for thee to receive a 
3 H, and eſpecially che great and e 
riſt, and eternal ON in him. Why doſt thou — 
Rag as if thou wert ing ebe pe rc — 
God, in giving, thee an in er * eternal Life,; or the 
of the Soul, in being made capable to receive 
0 can doubt 'of his W alngneſs, wits condeſcends 
ä to 
"hits v1. 37. ( 1 Jahn it, 23. © Mark v. 9" = 
ur. Wy Cf) John I, 12. 
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to Terms 60 low, as that it becomes impolible there | 


ſhould be lower Terms of. obtaining. any. Gift, much | 
leſs wanne Life and rigen * Chriſt. 441 i 2272 iP te 
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* The ale, Pike wanting Sarifafan, as. 70 pre. 
ent Acceptance, | bent it 1 long fo * againſt 
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" Hs no 3 to . ach 10 1760 ble 15 | 
eicher of Chriſt's Ability or Willingneſs to 
But alas! I have had already e nity 
Salvation, a bright Day of of the Gol 0 5 any: an 
Otfer of a Saviour, many a loud Ea ke om ghie 

Voice; Ad I have £ ighted I ad have gi 
him an hearing Ear, and ee Heart; and 7 
Return I made was but à deaf Ear, and a *rebellicus 
Spirit. How thall 1 eſcape, who have neglected ſo great 
a Salyation? 

Let ſay not, aner Soul, if this be. ty — — 

| thar chou art paſto Hope. Are nat the Stout · hæarted 0 

Rebellious "od Hearten unto me, faith he, * Hour- 
beartea (a); and theſe that have play d the Harſot with 
many Lovers invited? Thou haſt — yd the Harlot with 
many. Lovers, yet return unto. me, ſaith the Lord (3).. 

And are not Backſliders alſo invited to come unto him? 
Return e backſliding Children (c). Be of good Cheer 
then; O contrite Soul, riſe, he yet calls thee. Hark, how | 
he knocks, and takes not 94 the firſt Repulſe, bur 
waiting to be gracious, ſtands redoubling | his Knocks ; 

Bobold, ſaith he, 1 fand at 1 7275 —— knock; 25 

an will, hear my Voice, and open the Door, I ill 
come in, and ſup with him, and: e with me S. And 
when thou haſt. repulſed many Offers of; Grace, is not 
ſtill importunate with thee ? How many Years 

rac th Dood. At. thy Door ?. Free Grace follows 
58 and al es 0 contrite 29%, 1 
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„ hes: rk er e e . 600 L 
A 4 Chris a e fig Wt, vom, 5 MI 
_ i OR yt es 11 hes tutte, 3d a ne thts 
1 i believes. and: am perſwaded, ſp lee bb Aan, that 
if: all chat come to Ghtiſt, wharſoever.” rhtyithave been 
„ aad whadfoevet they have dong, ſhall be: accepted of 
bim: But DMant che Preparations and Qualifications/re- 
I quired in thioſe that would come and apply the: bleſſed 
Savibüir. Wert- Iholyg werd E fpiritual, were there fo: 
muchuas à Spark df Grave num) Soul;:this vrbuld ent 
courage me to apply Chriſt, and receive his Bendfirgy 
But inſtead ” this 1 am but a Lump of Corruption, 
andva In f. Sins Not have letter deen RUE, 
ua :broken\ in Heart for the ſame: 0 4 
vils that reign in emy Heart! O how hateful is: wy 
Condition! Dare ſuch a one as I am lay Claim to ſuc 
2 and uanſcendent Fa wour as Chꝛriſt and bis Bene · 
2 OJ 219 igtriift- RF * el! ; luce. "oy Pits 317? Yi 355 87 
ere caſt WA; OOo y 
diſquieted:withinmed>Is Serv. aired; thin keſt thou;! 
ar ifelf9 a if God deligbred) — — Could? 
L cat down mn Soul a8 le- as the Pitz as Tow-as Hell 
ron could hein Satisfaction to God for: the leaſt Sin.“ 
Sorrow and Contrition are ſubſer vient to a Cloſure with 
Chriſt the Redeemer: And when they anſwer this End, 
they are ſufficientaio And how can I be holy. and pi 5 


bu ritual; till: firſtblocbme tto LEhrift;/my! Sarictification as 
444 yell; Nedemptiomp Can Hen pee: Frs fedrazibirren) 
= > Wbr Feed Ty Or would I buy Chriſt's: 

any Bhighicouſmeſs with che- rice ef mine 3 of Teck bia Righ. 


teo only: toi\eek mine own? What can I find in 

þ ty lelf but Sin, all I come to the Saviour > What Plea 
not Fan I: have but Emptineſa, and what Price but Self- 
255 denial, according ito; the frea Proclamation of his Grace, 
ft Ws every one thatorbirfteth; came (ye 10 the: Watersg and 

„ 48e that bath ono; Money). come d, 5 and nat; Y 
2 08g buy! Wine And Milk, 5 and ane 


N TH  Price(a)? And let him that is ir thr come; and 
? 2 12 ny 47715 1 tay, Þ 15 e 4 . 3 1 * whoſo- 
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"= If mo a Light from Hauen bring 


At Wha el ted hs 


| Rey: aa 17. (e) John v. 40. (F) Luke oy 
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. whoſoever. ill, let him rake 8 the Water of Life ee. 
1 (. And W. O ef L; has Künſt thou 
crave more for thy „Satisfaction £ Wis: certain indeed, 
that none can be wi ng, but ſuch as are truly convinced 
af the hoxxible Evil qr. Sin, the :abſolute:Necd oF a Sa- 
viour; and of his Ability and Willinyneſs 10 faye; but 
whoever are truly 9 ate welto ma. Can the Terms 
of Salvation be more can 2 Can the Articles of the 
Covenam be more free? Or can Chriſt and his Grace 
| be! fer: at INE. Rate 2 How abſolu 122 , 
atute 


Nick. 27725 97 hog 4115 09 14 48 * 2 9k 1 


1800 to. ane t 30H, Ink 1. 207 % ast 3040 
p theſe Truths 
| fear to rh Soul, it brrumis an ſame Mea; Sar 
4 to the Grounds nd Watrams of bell ng 
} 4 4 8 Att of LTH {4.2% EY I ho 
to teſtify his Regard to Souls, his WI ingneis to ky, 
them, and the”. Eneooragemant they have: to c me unt 
him! Are there not land Calls; moving Bixreatics, And 
_ eatnelt Invitations -made::to116yery> One 1: The Suonple, 
"hes invited to cee and mat Bread in the Kingdom: of 
_ God{(6) : The weary hravydaden. Simmer, he's invited to 
_ Come: to Chriſt. for Reſt 9 * N Wb An whoſoever ill - 
Will 18 invited to come a tale of the Waters of :LifeW i 
Freily (d). When then Fogg I not comes What's to hin- 
er _ ta come humbly, und comeboldly, and apply 
the Reddemer, to all che nds and Purpoſes, I 1 
— Caſe wad Necolbrica of my Soul: require ? Doch not ; 
he complain, Te will not come: tu mtthative\mny hav 
Die (ei? And doth be nat weep, becauſe, when he would h 
4 
I; 
f 


have gathered a People, as's Hea'gathereth'her Chickens 
under her Wings, thy ab, 2 And what can 
he mean by all this; but the the greateſt Pity and Com. 
Paſſion to Souls. ? 2 Hath not the Non of 3 
_ given; : himſelf. [freely for us, that be | might udn us 
 fromall Tniquiry (a)? And what Doubt can chere be of 


"BAK C9000). eee e e CK. de e $1 h bid 


"ta Ke. xxii. 17. (6) Prov. ix. 4s. (e) Matth. | effi. (4 
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3 Willing 22 Ot wha Donbr ſhoul any poor Saul 
make of coming e him”? What's, freer 7 5 a Gd. 
Gift Has prevented not. only;Mens. Merits, bur their 
very; Thoughts? And deth God hold forth his Sans. # 
Proj thadionp. Faith, in his: Blood ( And may 
not any bruiſed - * ed find. 2 Ground and and Bottom or 
Peace . Sun 26 we this ſu 5 3 —— 

dähg meſt en inlang an Arn 

Sol Renounce af EA do Hirit, all | Nlavidg F Pear 

ity of Heart. Come ſee the great Lover of 
e r of thy Heart, 
£49 the. Night. 
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ed to — 4 5 2 77 his Being: and 
ever Wa te end his Life-10/P ies 
"Life not in our Rain? O when che ble r 5 com: 
hin- 8 „ cheaten, allure; beſeceh, and turn him- 
apply ons Forms of Perſuaſion, that Sinners may 
les, I lige, come to Chriſt, and find -Life to their 


what Room is left for diſtruſting * Mercy? 
w jo; Ku doubt of Acceptance: with, him, who 

hathy accepyad-a.Pawul, a Aa naſſeh, a Mary Magdalene; 

m bad. 5 @ ß Prodigals, Publicans,, Harlors,, and 

fdiders,; when they ſincerely turned to him? 

— though theſe Conſiderations in themſelves be 1 very. 
ſatiafy ing; yer O the many Conflicts and Toſſings (f 
and its many contrary: Reſolves! — the 

Soul 77 ations and: ken Time ms 4 
vor IAR 8 . gen © 787 209 401,21 W658"; "4 
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nal Life? But for waar End, O dpubtful Soul, canſt thou 


. Matter to mew 'Yeh, er ane e 
by Nature; bur As a ee Parkneſs Fear and ö 
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| 92 3:01 ſays he Soul, all this is comfortingii to 


i Man that believes; But alas! I cannot believel Could 
— 4 8 of Geiz ane barter tag — 
T rey(on'* Fatis faction, the»Me 0 
Chriſt che Nedtee mr, all: would- rag rar Conran 
Ihe; and I needed no further Ground of — Went 


Vue 1 find je difficult Thing 16-beligvs; cher an e 
Ti ſhall be beſtowed on ſuch a vile Wurm ab I am; or 


kbar ſuch _ — ee to ſuch” high 


84813 eigen 


9 Soul — 


oe hoes * en ur re ———— 


N — ee and hk + ſeakcleſs' Thing And nshol is it 


chat daily in thy Breath, and hitherto hach pre. 

lerved thee? And on whom doſt thou nöbt depend for 

| thine All > Is it not on God thou dependeſt Very 
Breath'thion draweft;und«forievery Mondheftrhy: 


and for eder HairoftheThreed of ithy —— 5 it not 


in him we livep move, and have eur Beings.(4) >= Why 
then wilt ehbu ⸗imagint thirÞecatiſc he Will 
v:Childrew'of Mem; or chat he hill 
Forſale the Works of hit ohο¹ Hand. 5 i :{nuords 20 

Or is thy Difficulty in believing; -beeauſe thou ganſt 
not ſee in Reaſon, how ſuch a ee »d yin rea- 
ture as Mang should lock fol o vat a Renens der- 


„ Jil N then 


080012 lies er a+. 
00 ARs v. 23. 05 ra ee 2) - — 2 ay me 


a a a«- n 
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mike Man wear mb at all“ Were chere 0. 
Hof à futurt State, As certain there eüld be a 


oo Abe vwards God gram Res . be hüt "tor 


men &:hurtful ro Mam” © en ce dul diu ' 
luppoſe wo be the End of Man's Nabe? (rde wadle bmx 
for a Biſe of Cover e that is; rhar be ſhouted IV 4 
in à continuab Soramble and Hurt ys riſe early and 'fit, 
up late 3 and when all is done, either lament his Eoſſes, "oh 
or elſt his iunſarisfyh — Enjoyt l 13 ti Death comes, | 1 
Deng fidering che Vamiry and Vex 5 1 
tnt rably attend e ale 

ow'all his Satisfuctian N Ns 
the er n may ir ; 
enough alleged; That the delirious” Per re 2 | | 
who fahcied: all'Ships char came ins- the Haven": 13 * 
his; Was in Kappler Conditzen than the coveror 5 
ſer; ſinde his Comfort was mores ind bis Oare le EN 


and theyntre equal in this, that all ſeems Delaßon. 


Oris Ma! dy for 'a Life of Senſuality'?' Bur 5 1 
gag Soul, N unſatistying e momen- W 
Nature of theſe 2 op ele View canſt thou'fi up. 
ra tlie: wiſe Oreèator to! iin chi; if inſtead of 
Man's zedeig and drinking thut he mighe ye; and ve 
to fone Sable Pur oſe, he were made to live only, . 
that be might eat and drink; and indülge himſelf iti ſeſi. 
ſual' Delights 2 And ſor What End then ſerved the noble 
Powers of his Soul? Is it nor e erde ert | 
am Fach were neither we hy of nor wo of” 
Man? „ ; 81 Nas, or 
Or is Miah made 0 ae 1 
be ma happy t den ou de For eee 
m by you e\'your: tors; ve 
made better * you think not ſo g 
ſclves > And would not the Means here e their . 
End? While ee tus Dons ir flies from you's. * 
and if yo om it, it will follow thee: © The Proud 
chess tain it; and the Humble do not much af“ 
fect i — 4 Thin Would! La be, if tis were 
his Ed g an- End ſo ult ta attain e ; 
worth When attained? 1 : ay 
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| O thoughtful Soul, be not then entangled and en- 
ſnared ch the Ambiguity and Croſsneſs of thine own = 
Reaſonings, ſince in fair Reaſon, if thou believeſt thou 
att made by a wiſe and good Agent, thou canſt not but 
be, firmly. perſwaded, that thon art made for greater 
Purpoſes than what can be in any ee, Enioyment. 
Or is thy Difficulty in believing, becauſe through Sin 
thou haſt forfeited all Right to Life and Happineſs? 
Here indeed is the moſt perplexing Strait, and rhe moſt 
confounding Thought: And, O my Seul, mince not Mat- 
ters here, offer not to juſtify thy ſelf, nor to extenuate 
DF 
| þ not only thou deſeryes no Life nor er eee 5 
thou deſerves the contrary 3 that pure Wrath and un- 
mixed Vengeance is all chat thou deſerves; and that 
= the leaſt Benefit, yea any Thing on this Side of Hell, 
is 2 Mercy to ſuch a poor Sinner. But, O contrite 
Soul, here hadſt thou been long .c*er now, if this had 
. been the Rule of Divine Procedure with thee? Hadſt 
i4L chou not long before this Time dropt into Hell irre- 
IIn all Humility; therefore repreſent unto the Lord, 
that tis not our Deſert that is the Mealuxe of his Go- 
vernment at the Throne of Grace, but tis the Glory of 
God, in Conjunction with the Happineſs of Man, being 
*ris a Throne of Mercy, yet founded on Juſtice and 
W (a); gfe for what End did the Son of the 
living. God come down, among us, and tabernacle in 
our Nature? And why did he vail the Splendor of his 
Godhead, and die in our Rom Was net his End in 
II this, that he might fave us from Sin, and might 
have a ranſemed people (b); and that we might fit wit 
bin ien by Throms ( jo ooo oo 
Again thou ſayſt, thon canſt not believe. But be- 
think thy ſelf, © exerciſed Soul, better in this Buſineſs; 
for jf thou doſt not believe, how is it that thou ftill 
hangs on Chriſt? And why cannot all the World part 
yqu and him? Why wouldſt thou rather live eternally 
- wuh * iſt i Sor), than chuſe, if it were poſſible, 
() Pal. IXxxix. 14. (5) 16, liii. 11. (e) Rev. iii. 22. 
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De Soul's Progreſs to Heaven, 51 
An eternal Life on Earth, in the Confluence of all worldly 
Enjoyments? And wouldſt rather quit all Things in 

the World, than quit a Claim to the excellent Jeſus? 

And how couldſt thou find ſo much Delight in the 

Word of God, and wouldſt rather have a oo 

without a Poſſeſſion, than a Poſſeſſion without a Promiſe ? 

And why wouldſt thou be content of any Affliction, 

in order to get rid of Sin, and be fully conform to the 

bleſſed Redeemer? Can ſuch Diſpoſitions be in a Soul 
where Faith is not? As ſoon imagine that Fruits ſhall _ 
grow where there is not a Rott. 

But is it ſo indeed, that thou canſt not believe? Yer, 

O exertiſed Soul, tho? thou canſt not compaſs a Promiſe, 

B+ a Mart upon it, and ſay, It ſhall have my weak 

Heart, and poor Endeayours, till God ſhall full "my * 

- Defires. I deierve not, ſays' the humble Soul, to los | 
up to Heaven, the Place of God's Throne, nor even 
to breathe in God's Air, nor tread on his Foot ſtoolz 

. being. chat free Promiſes are iſſued out to all poor 

Sinners, I'll keep an Eye on theſe Promiſes, which are 
ſo many Branchings out of God's Covenant; at leaſt 

ll ſalute them afur off (a). I'll be like Benbhadads 

Servants, watching the Words that hint Remiſſon and 

Ti () And like the: Woman of Canaan, glad to 

+ pick. up the very Crumbs (c). 

I I know: that no Improvements of Phariſaical Righ- 

teouſneſs, no religious Performances, no Conditions 

to be wrought out of my ſelf, can effect Faith. I can- 

. not ſpin it out from the Nerves of mine own Strength; 

yet EU urge my Heart ro cloſe with the excellent Re- 

deemer. And O that God would urge it to an intire 
Reſignation to his Promiſes and Precepts ! What! Is 
there before my Door, through Corruption and Sin, 

a horrible Gulf of eternal Darkneſs and Death? And 
have I nothing to do with my precious and immortal 

Soul, but to throw it in, when I know of a Saviour, 

who is both able to ſave, and carneſtly defirous to 

ſave meꝰ O! I may not ſubber over this Buſineſs: II 

leave no Duty uneſſayed, and no. Means untried; III 

na „ ee 

Heb. xi. 13. (5) 1 Kings xx. 33. (c) Matth. xv. 2). 
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Let becauſe thene is 801 Pas 1 in us 8 a 
- Promiſe zunleſs Cod draw by his perſwaſive and over- 
Grace; therefore, ſays: 25 Soul, III fall down 


| de Lord, and I'll beg that he may make Way into my 
Spirit, and cauſe me, from an in ward prevalent Prin- 
| | eiple,.yicld.my ſelf unto him. O heavenly Ligbs come 


more clear Diſpla Pee, ere Riches of- be, 
and the Glory: of free Grace , ſhining in him; and by 
© myiMind: ſtrike eg 4 wital Efficacy upon m 1 
and pur all the Powers of my Saul into a ſuirable! Mo 
A eee Chriſt che Redeemer! And when ſo, 


. 4% KV, The Sori flees: 5 Chriſt," and. lay ola 
9 6 "B36 3 4 him for wee e v. geb 28 i 


4 55 If * fil a "the, Power. and-Guilr'of all. oy 
a6 I fhall:die;:bur if I put my ſelf, ſays, the S080, 
Lin the Hands:of Chriſt, f be aer 2 Jive, f 
he ſave me not 1 ſhall byt ui. But ſurely I hall not 
die, if I can truly caſt m ſelf n my Redemer: For 
- belides the deſperate Neceſſity I am in Which may 
-thruſt me 2 10 a. bold en :Ifind ſure 
z and ſweet Promiſes, tbat all Who come to him ſpall 

lüre. Hence I am reſolute to caſt w J Soul upon him, 
and put all my everlaſting. Intereſts} into his: Hands. 
The Matter indeed is aw ul, weighty and important, 
ae cauſes great Thoughts of Heart, * great — af 
ings of Mind; but I ſee nothing for me but one Thi 
: js that is; | freing to tht Redeemer's Grace. The 

of Sin doth. _ We 9 my Soul with I error; "op 
- hath not the Lord laid on ri the Iniquity of 'us a _ 
Terrors from the Almighty. doaſtoniſh me; but had not 
17 Bleſſed Saviout . Ty of the ne . 

i ws of | = 
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my Soul; and 4 . 
amperſwaded-and enabled | 


ene e Throne of Grace, I'll bow my Knees unt;- 


yet nearer to my Canſcience, with more pointed and 
„ peremptory Demands, and nearer to my Mind by a 


q 4 88. 2 f 1 5 1 


jet gn Kg and being 
Prayers and pode goo 1 1" De 
and heard. in) that he e 
even;rabid Hevils cempals me. 
Temptations zubut Was not 1 * Saviour I ; like 
DM even eee dolarry ; iſtruſt (6) 
tho? Satan cauld find nothing in him. 4 bv pr 


Cries 20 


our Sins be laid on Chriſt, hut gu 5 mi . 
them eff us Why: ſhould. he ſuffer Impre lions wor 


Wrath, but to deliver, us from the lame And why | 
ſbould he be tampted;) bur to..ſucc and deliver us | 
when tempted 2; And ſcherefore. I 


MHogeſet Hefore meg I'II 5 my Heart on ha itt, and 


rely an him as che Lord my Righteouſneſs; with both 
Arms of Faith, III fold. „ and nor 
let him 180 till he blels me-: What Proßs, © Lord., 


na be in my Blood, or if I ſhould he. let go 
down Ito he Pit hence there is no Redemption far 
ever? Tische Living, ane Living its pranectcgs far 
the Dead and Damned hy Glory, 

1. 2 Wot of Eos 

Praes of-redeemi "Grace be; more graceful in the. 
Ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth, than the WE. of 
-a wretched a ee Ghoſt #-I+ will then look to 
Cbriſt or Salyation: III look r0)him a his rich Merit 
and Grace. I olli my Soul [upon him, and look for 
'Remiſton of Siu only par his Hands ;- And #ho* he ſhould 
ay me, Fl traf in him, and reſt in this, that he will 
not farſake or deſtrey, but preſerye: che Work of his 
on Hands: For, 0 gracious Redeemer, tis not the 


ſeckiug at thy Hands; the 1 would have utterly and 
finally deſtroyed but "tis.rhe; Preſervarion. of this Soul 
or chis Spirit "thats haſt: 1 — Withit, me, and j in par- 
ticular, chat it may be. fav a foul ME, —— 


————— and ate; 1 
«under. the Guilt of all my nn een wo * 
48 110 . 


( Mark 2 15 . Marth, e her . 7: DES 


+ „ 


e he af 25 
of Hell 
orritl 


Preſervation of ;Sin's Work or Saman's Work that 1 am 
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char hath proceeded 


one” br OF, WY | 
eſt Hell; and therefore Lake 2 ppi | 
*tuab Adventure in cafting my Burden on he Tod C37 
and in ſtaying my Soul on the Bleſſed Redveinet, 
_ thaving* no leſs Warrant than dis Comindnd; and no 
less Ene Semen than his Promiſe." I hall not be 
*the Senſe of my Sinfulneſs and Unworthineſs thar thall 
keeß me off from Chriſt ; being ſure, that if Ever 1 
get Help, it muſt come Kei Hand; for r 
*whor#'tan' Igo, O Lord, but ts thee, thou haſt the Wards 
of eternal Life (bY. Yea, what elſe! have I to bring to 
Chriſt, but a Senſe of mine own Unwotthinels: and 
Vitenefs (e)s and'Svertzin Perſuaſion of his Sutficiency 


*and'Reidineſs to fave according to the good Word 
his Mouth © And fure I am 


rbat the Strength of Iſrall tunnot lie (d), and that Grace 
itſelf, 8 Faithſulneſs itfelf will nor{brink back there- 
fore I'll never give over Voking to xhee, and hanging 
on 2 Word, „ but Pll thruſt m wry Soul up upon thy Promiſes, 
bes r my ſelf on chy Faithfulneſs. And lade 
we, "ord e Redeemer, than what thou gives: me 

Leave to do, when 1 belisve in hes fon Remiſſion' rg 
Sint (e); as here 1 do by thy Gtace': And I truſt thec, 
O merciful Father and compaſſio nate Saviour, with all 
"the Freat and eternal Theerelts of * N andi im 

mortal Soul. e 
e tho' the PIP Thing Abe a We en er 
a Relief from is, Chrig's prieftly Office in the Re- 
: miſfion of Sins 8 Deliverance from Hell; tor che 
Newsof a Prophet that enligheens the Mind can gie 
" Hetle Eaſe to u nded Spirit, the Queſtion, Kill te- 
_ *maining; who {lll ſave ine from the*Curſeof the Law, 
and the Torments-of Divine Vengeance: : And the Re- 
port of a great and mighty King can yield hut ſmall 
Comfort to a Soul that is already ary ſtruek wich 
de Terrors of wy Wrath which is infinitely powerful. 
Bit though this be ſeg that the frſt Eafe toi Sin- 
| _ «burgeried Soul, ache | healing Balm ro@ wexindod 
Pint is from the od ge Office ot Chriſti wicht i. 
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1 Did r 255 that” Tſwould: believ: th abe bleſſed Re- 


deemet for the Remiſſion of Sins? Fil ſtand to this, But 
Be hall 'becalſo/my Prince and my Lord. O1 canſent, 
(ſays the Belie ver fully to Chriſt. Why? Whatever Way | 
42 ne a8. a Prieſt; ar as a Prophet, or as 
ſee \incomparable Excellencies and: raviſhing 
dena him; and nothing at all unſuitable, or un- 
love . 1 goose, alte dude and abſolutely unto the 
ami le Jeſus. There ſhall be no Conditiens, no Ei- 
« mitations,” and no ſeeret Reſerves in my Acceptation of 
Ihr Whether in the Office of a-Prophet, or a Precft, * 
King? Bae 1 tay, Teach me ad Way, forcthraugh | 
55 Toy e all an ;hy Truth (a). Sea * 
nr heurtth( H). Thar which I know nor 
10 m; and enable me Ito practiſe eee 0 
Th ws 40 would: be às fain ſanctified as Lee 
as fain delivered from the Power and Po as 
ftom the Guil&and Puniſhment of Sin; and I would 
as fain ply Chriſt "Jeſus: for, Sanctification as for Sal- 
vation: Nea, Laccbunt rhat Sanctification is Salvation, 
Heaytn and Happineſs to . And fox;this End, 
"oF T readily and gladly: Lonſent to thee, my Savwmr 
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domy! and bf the LV of God maniſeſted in dur Re- 
deemer t Certainly the Violation of ſuch Grace and of -- 
ſuch Goodneſs! b#.Comempt and Ingratitude, is is the 
moſb feurtub Witkedneſt im the World“ O IL never ap- 
pearedifomite instinnt own: Byes, as now tliat f find, 
Fhäverbeen inen ble 186! and have deſpiſed ſueh im- 
menſs Goddeſs; and: ſuch inexpreſſiblèe Love And 
2 that Tum To unaſfected at pfeſent, and de'folittle 
dore free Grace, and rich S race f O Sovereign Grace!! 
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ward edi and:Gogdacls, Which hoh cart not context? I 7 
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oy Wo or, "Thorns hy a 2 or like the Sneer - 
*ing of Fools. And how often, and how ſadly has this 
happened in 0 Life ? What by Wen worldly. 
Carety What b y invcighog — Pleaſures; and hat 
y the 1 petite of mine own corrupt Heart; 
157 often have I ſuffered my ſpititual Delights to fade, 
and loſt the Senſe of God, and the Savour of heavenly. 
Things. 8 my. Spiric! 9: my 954 am 1. io: the err 
N ek Pa al, and be Doh $04. 005.65 fin ſuch a 
Conditi a Do 1 my e this Time not 
right placed, but o Fee 
1 hes find it Kall of 1 | reſtleſs Inſta · 
' bility, and endleſs Excurſions 2 For _—_ a Man turns 
his Back upon God. and Chriſt and Heaven, what hag 
be fable to fix.upon? And what can he do but run 
from Creature to C ire with a. Purſuit as vain 
vexatious themſelves are full of Vanicy, 9 
| Vexation of Spit ©. there can be nothing but 
„neſs in my Sou, when at a Diſtance from the Fountain 
„of Light: And Er Le no ing 19 = : 
1 Spirit, when at a — 0 Wann. 
Lier And 1 85 omfort 
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no. © wy it were 3 with wel O Thar ie 
were with me as in Months paſt, as in the Days when 
God preſerved. me, er Candi ſpines 1 rg 
| and when: -by. his 25 1 ny through Dark- 
a, 5$3:when, the Almighty mas yer with. awe: (c); and 
the Secret of God was upon my Tabernagle: When 1 put 
on Righteouſneſs and it cloathed 25 1 Roy Jag 
"Wks, Ge: Rab and Diadem (d). 
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bim by Repentance i aud Weeping, 1 „„ 


0¹ ſay the Soul, lamenting after the Lied was * 
ever . followed wirh ſo many Mercies, Who hath 
been fo unchankful? Or exerciſed With fo many Croſſes, 
who hath been fo e Or hath any 10 often 
engaged unto God, who hath 8 ſo re nn his 
Covenant? Or hath any had ſo; = ane xperience of the 

Grace and Mercy of God," th fo li Savout and 
Reliſh of it? Or doth any chat Veen duch a near MW , 
Relation to God and Keen, iſcover ſo little of a 1 
SHPpirit anſwerable to ſuch a Dignity, or ſuirable to ſuch f 


q 1 a 3 Expectation? Oh! while I think on theſe Things, * 


My Soul is troubled within me; being theſe, and ſuch . 5 

5 like, Iniquities ſeparate between God and my Soul'(a); 77 

| breed a Diſtance and Strangeneſs betwetn God and my 1 

Heart, and break up the ſweet Intetvie ws, and delightful P. 

Antercourſe my Soul hath had with God manifeſted in 
our Emmanuel. What ſhall I do in this Caſe? I'll ) in 

the Duſt and afflict my Soul for Sin: ll return unto 

5 wo God again with Wecping and Sup licagion : [ll put 

4 Iniquity far from my Taberiac e (b), that may ll - + 

25 0 er lift up my Face % bib without Spor and without . 

N Jas (c). 74 Ol now I abhore my ef 5 in Duft ann 


= ſhes — And wherein I have done Iniquuy, through of. 


: 88 do ſo nd more: What have T to do any more ¶ aw 


] / __ -woith Idols (e)? Dil keep my ſeif from mine Inj * f in 
4 5 O00, be fretd W all hw b e rd} 5 e ( * | 
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Seng hath God and my Hoare? Hath it hindred 
that ſpiricual Compoſedneſs, — Sabbath of Spirit IL have 
bad in Cod? Hath Sin polluted and debaſed my Soul, 
BY coming. in betwixt it and God; in whoſe en 
18 have ſuch Light, ſuch Life 122 ſuch Comfort? 
O ſinful” Sin! 'Sin.. 35,4 Burden 242 vy for me 10 
' bear (49. O to be caſed of this aer and cleanſed 
from t 1s Pollution! Whom. ſhould I go to for this 
End? I'll, go te him, whoſe Love can cover a Multi- 
tude of Sins, and whoſe Blood can cleanſe from Sins (5). 
Fll take hold of him, 100 is ſet; forth to be 4 Propi- 
tiatian through” Faith in his Blaod, fo declare his wp 
 reouſneſs for the Remiſſion of, Sins ms _— ha 9 
I'll accept of him, who. hath received 
from his Fachex, to bind up the 3 to pro- 
claim Liberty unto the Captives, and the opening of | the 
Priſon to them that are bound (d). And O bleſſed is be. 
that cometh in the Name of the Tard to ſave 18 (e I 
lay hold on him, and apply by „ On ee 
Pardon pr u e . 1% % „ 


xii F there 1 4 "erms. 1 of, chin i | 
5 For Pardon. aud Grace, or 4 true Deſire of Commus- 
vion "with. God, the, Man will | ſet himſelf. to live 
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. a een think of getting «| the Pardon 
of Sin, without getting the Pollution of it cleanſed | 
away, and the Power of it broken: There being an 
inſeparable Connexion between Juſtification and Sancti- 
fication, | Yea, the Power and Pollution of Sin is the 
greateſt Puniſhment of Sin: It was ſo to Adam, and 
'ris ſo to his Poſterity. Tis the ſpiritual Death threat · 
ned, comprehenſive of all 'other Brill; And tis ſo een 
from the Nature of the Thin r Were there no other 
Stroke of Vengeance upon a Sinner. His own 4 
neſs would correft him, and his Backſlidings re l oa 
And as tis a ey . in uh ſo tis vs. 
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horrible ** of God to his Face; to hope 
Pardon, and at the ſame Iime maintain an A 3. 
to Sin, and Nora no Mind to part with it. What i is 
kbhe Meaning of this, but a hoping that God will give 
Liberty to diſhonour his Nane, and trample on his 
| Laws? And is this meet de de ſaid unto God! ? Othorxid, 
and impious Abſurdiry! 5 
Well chen, ſays the aw Ty Soul, 11 1 fineerel aim 
at Pardon, Acceptance and ( \chmunion with God, I'Il 
Ancerely aim to be holy alſo 3 for God is holy, "and 
- -without "Holineſs n Man”; ſhall ſee the Fate of God (a). 
_ What Communion can rs etween Light and Dark- 
neſs (b); between à holy God and Gabbly Souls.? Is he 
a God that can tal, Pleaſure in Wickedneſs,' or can 
vil dwell with bim? Ol no, no. | Sooner {ſhall 'Hea- 
ven and Earth, yea Heaven and Hell blend rogether, 
Than that God hall ever be a Lover of Sinn: 
And 1 muſt be ſpiritual and heave wh 3 for- if Barth 
or any Thing on Earth be the Main © . and 
Clief ot my Delight, how can 1 correſpond 
-Relation I profeſs to have unto God? Ort how 1 — 
he think it confiſtent with his Hon ts SWI an 
Tarth worm, 46 one of his People e hen, 
en Divine Grace, diſcover à certain Excellency 
nit by looking Heayen-ward; and tooking- Hea- 
ven like; in er of which God may not be aſhamed 
10 be called my God. And for wis End, FU hare | my 
Sins for ever, and ll walk before the 1 55 in the Land 
| Lion 4)" PH. Walk ere Ys Pur 
never defires 'to. be out of hs wille x live. 
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ſtriye againſt, and check the firſt. Motjons of Sin, an 
abftain from every Appearance of Ruf (a): And look 15 
alſo not only to the Bulk of my Daries, þ ut allo to the n) 
| Manner: of; performing them. And O, I am reſolved, 
through Grace, to ſtop. my Heart, and put a Reſtrain 
upon it, whenever it begins to wander from God. 
know J can neither get nor keep Communion with 
God, without keeping the Heart cloſs and near t 
him, and without a narrow Watch over the looſe anc 
unſettled Thonghts that are ready to ſtray from God, and 
fall to the Creature again, and. without exact and sir. 
cit walkin 1 And I reſolve . A all this! 


| might attain to it! But, 


— FL TOY RE OT 


4 


XXXIX. Becauſe there i ig ve truſting of hs n or 
 _ any of its Reſeldes, the gracious Soul ſees 4. daily 
: Need: of Chris. * 5 immediate 8 on 


bi Graces. 3 
22 $: 9 . 2; b "OBE" BY 64% * 1 23 * "of 4 224 * 


1 1 3 * the FER! PR tis not in me, or in 
dan to direct his Heart, or, to ſtand to his own Re- 
olves; but Chriſt he ſhall be the Guide of my Louth, 
and the Staff of mine. old Age: And Pl} go through this 
Wilderneſs leaning upon my Beloved (e); not in Prezence 
and Preſumption, às ſome do, but by a real and fajth- 
3 2 1 And not only as a Branch on the 
ris: but as a Branch. on the Root for 
112 (for Sa 64 for.. without him 1 can do nothing e 
As without his Merit I can do nothing for Juſtification, 
ſo without his Spirit I can do De in SanRification, 
Direction, or. Foe AYE oof : The. Life then 1 live That 
be by Faith i in the, Son e, 'God 0 F). Am I in Darkneſs, 
and ſee no. Light? Ill truſ in the Name of the Lord, 
and ſtay my. {e Fir If pon. wy,God (g). Want I Livelineſs 
of Frame? I'll go to him who came, into the World 
that we might- have ng bo and hade it mere abundamily | 
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. empreaſeth Strength (a). - Am 1 in an Hour of Tempta- 
tion from Sin, or. Satan, or e World? I know his 
Grace is ſufficient (b); and 1 fly to the ſame. Art in 
every Caſe 1H depend on my blefſed Redeemet, and 
not think of moving one 9 een eee withour 


i 2 . Grace and Strength. 

= . The racious Soul 55 piſſed 47 355 own -Nece 

1 Le, by gen Senſe of too pole God, riſeth 10 jon r. 
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#5 Rather, faith the warm add. de vont was” let me «GE 
Fer y Want than the Want of Cömmunion with God. 
teſence, O Lord, can make up the Want of 
= Riches, Honours „ec. but all the Creation can- 


not fill the Room, or make up the Loſs of God to a 


Soul. How vain and ufeleſs i 5 my Life without an In- 
tereſt in God, and Intercourſe with him? Without this 
I can be in no State to ſerve bim aright : For how 


ko roar Mou ir be, to be tugging at the Oar of 
una ſiſted Duries? What Good can I either do or get 


j 


And without th tis 1 can be in no Condition to honour 

If che Lord fhew himſelf, the ſmalleſt Graces 

5 by bew "themſelves excellently and well: But if God 

$7 gone from the Soul, che very Li of that Soul is 

Fs out; and chere is nothing 'but.a Chaos of 2 
mpuriry and Hortor in it. Yea, ſaiih the ſenſcbie 

5 of 7 virhout che Preſence - 0 God. and daily 


1 + from his Pirit, I cannot age even the 
Stock . r Sabel Grace rh fee Habits of Grace 
are God's of Hand Work; but — would remain Habits 
Kill, or r er decay, witho Walant Divine Com- 
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And how could 1 Pals Gaicly through 1 . 
yſheultics, unleſs the Lord be with me? fl 

Hence the Soul being preſſed by i its--0wn Ex 8 
10 ſtirred up by 8 ir cries mightily unto God for 
his Preſence, ſaying; © God thou art my God, early will 
I ſeek ther: My Soul thirfteth for ther, my Fleſh longeth 
for thee in a dry and thirfly Land where n0 Water is 
To fee thy Power and thy Glory, fo as 1 have ſeen thee 
in the Sanctuary (a), O that I knew where: I might 
find him, that Im come even wnto his Sent (b)! ! How 
ladly will 1 fubmm to all Conditions of Rec 
Reſtoraci 2 Re neon . the * 


L Lo d ). 0 thaw that e t 
XII. EY camwor the . bur oat pal EL Ah 
ſhall berwery. preſſing in this Bu neſs, wee be 

ds that Communion with God, thro” C m_— 
2 4-0 IG Things” vet 


bw A. 3 o 2 % 4 


bes real Communication from 9 Tory 
the Soul; and a real Impreſſion correſpondent: 49 thap 
Communication, is evident ſrom the ee e ene 
Experience of a gracious Heart. 
| What is it, ſanh the Believer, but a Divine Light din 
ing in my Heart, that can give me ſuch a clear and e 
— view bf God, of Chriſt daf Hegren, in Comp. 
Mn of What I had before; whereby I have, not 4 


no wledg 
ments ab Sut heavenly Things, as Hypocrites may have, 


— a real Perception of 2 
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| Underſtanding the Definition of Colours, but an experi, 
mental Savour of ſpiritual Bleſſings, and their agreeable 


_— Sweetneſs and Suitableneſs to my Soul. 
And what but the Divine Preſenes can draw the 
= Likeneſs and Lincaments of Chriſt on my Soul; give 
fluch a holy Impreſſion, and leave ſuch a Stamp of 25 
upon my Heart, as ſuffers it nor to forget him? 


1 


And what alſo but a Divine power can give ſuch Life 
| and Spirit to the Soul, that was dead as a Stone before: 
So that the Heart which was harder than a Rock, and 
more ſtupid than Earth, becomes meked like Wax, and 
made not only alive, but very lively in holy Duties? 
Again, what but a ſecret Influence and Outletting from 
Dod, can infuſe ſuch Joy into my Heart, when there is 
no viſible Cauſe for it? So that tho? the Pig: tres ſhould 
nt bloſſom, nor Fruit be in the Vine, and the Labour of 
be Olive ſhould fail, and the Flocks be cut off from the 
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Fold, and the Herds from the Stall; yet I can refoice in 
the Lord, and joy in the God of mySalvation (a). 


und, like Balls of Light, 
Regions of Light, than 
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* me 3 farb 0 1. Beten 0 or . . 26s 5 
one or two only, in one Ag or in one Cornet of the 
World, but 83 and Thouſands of Men and Wo- 
men, of all Capacities, in all Ages. and in every Place 
where the Goſpel is preached, that have the ſure and 
ſweet Ex Arp of thefe Divine, theſe Soul · transform · 
ing, theſe God · conformi e, on their Spirits x 
And perhaps even where ne Go ſpel is not, or but cor- 
of ti preached, there may be me e Taſtes | 
h ſupernatural Powers. 
Can it be Fancy, when the Perſons hat 450 ed. 
ve and compoſed; moſt prudent and ſagacious, molt” 
inquiſitive and diſcerning,” and who have taken moſt 
Leiſure to know the true State of their Souls, and to 
obſerve what paſſes in heir Mind; 40 not o y atteſt 
to and avouch their Nearneſs to God, and the Divine 
Communications and Manifeſtations made to their 
but alſo venture their All in Time and Eteruity upon ic? - 
Yea what's the Life and Spirit, and main Deſign of all 
true Religion, but a holy and heavenly Intercaurſe of 
the Soul with'God Ot a > forming: the Spirit ſuitably to 
the moral Perfections of God, in order to have Com- 
2 wirh him as our chief Hap e 
imagine, chat Religion oonſiſts | 
Virrnes ? If fo, \fince theſe ſbcial Duties 
mainly to the Preſervation and Comfort of 2 ye 5: 
Life, there could be no higher View. in ſuch a Religion, 
than bow one, b the moſt proper Methods, might 
ſerve the Fleſh:- For *tis certain a Religion cannot be 
more excellent ag the End for which it was inſtituted. 
And all this would be a Suppoſitibn d groſt and horrid, 
as that it were impoſſible to a wace it by groſſer or Ab 
Lurdiries than the Suppoſition | „„ | 


XIII. 1e eften there is fo 3 Darkneſs mint 211 | 
the Believer's Light, as that ay; Li 5 is neither clear 
vor dart, hence he is often in /, beat whether 
1 a Chili .of Darkneſs, or. 2 Chil of Light, 


„ The leaſt Thing in true Grace, let it be ſuppoſed ever 
fo weak, * that che e FRO is relate, and 
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. 2 the better in the Conflict with Sin and Satan: At ; 
- eaſt habitually it muſt be ſo; and every particular Þ * 
= _ Grace muſt have the Aſcendent over its contrary. But . 
this Superiority of the Spirit to the Feſh may be in ſuch (| fi 
2 lay Degree as not to be eaſily perceived. The Perſon, i F 
it may be, finds much, Darkneſs, Miſperſuaſion and He- 
ficaricy in bis Mind as to ſpiritual Things, and yet he ſecs 
as much in them as makes him prefer them to a thou- 
ſand Worlds. His Truſt and Confidence in a Redeemer 
may be very low and weak; and yet he hath more Sa- 
tsfaction from what he promiſes to himſelf from God 
Cbriſt and Heaven; than from any or from all his bek i © 
Friends or his beſt Enjoyments on Earth. He is often i 
 . Complaining of hisImpaticnce\and Vnſubmiſſiveneſs co /* 
the Will ot God; aul vet he would not for a World an 
want à God to rule it, and would rather that God ſhould | 
88 him and all his Concerns, than that he him- Ci 
eit ſhould have the carving out his own Fortune. He | , 
fadly ing Oe of the Coldgeſs of his Love to Chriſt ; I: be 
and yer offer him an eternal Confluence of all worldly I 4 
Comforts. on. the one Hand, and the eternal Enjoyment i ©! 
of Jehovaki and the Lamb on che ogher, he-thinks there I Je 
t no Compariſowberweeh them and- readily faichyyith © ©* 
' the Plalmiſt, Whom. have I in Heaven byutithee, O Lord, I ©" 
ud there is none upon Earth that I deſire beſides thes (a). Ar 
Ae bemoans that the Work of Mortification of Sin in by 
= him is not ſufficient, when the Reaſon of it may be, ** ! 
3 that he cannot be ſatisſied with any Degree, of Mortifi- ſuc 
Kation bur what extirpates Sin Root and Branch. He is dhe 
ſore moleſted with the Luſts both of his Fleſh and of his the 
Mind; bur he ie buly by Prayer and Faſting and Warch- I Sui 
ing. p full Victory, and is willing to ſubmit to any th 
Methods, how coſtly or how rough ſoever they may Lig 
appear to Fleſh and Blood, that Gol may take, for the 
purging away of his Sin. He is much doubled with 
the Rifings and: Workings of Pride; but he cannot be 

| ' Tatisfied, nor have inward Quiet of Mind, but in fo far 
__ as he is made humble and'lowly-in his Mind, and made 
do ſtoop and bow willingly to the Divine, ww; 
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and Will. Selſiſhneſs creeps in upon him; but he is 
never fo well pleaſed, as When he can brook to be de- 
ſpiſed and go out of himſelf for che Glory of God. His 
Fancy perhaps is tickled and gratified with the Thoughts 
of worldly Profperity and Honour; bur this he foon 
finds to be bur*a flight Joy, and as the crackling of 
- Thorns under a Por, and therefore cannot have inward 
.fettled Contentment but in God and Conformity to him. 
The Earth is much in kis Mind; but make him ſure of 
Heaven, ſure of reaching the perfect Communion with 
God there is in Heaven, he'll willingly leave this Earth 
at a Call. He wants, it may be, melting, paſſionate 
Joys in ſpiritual Things, while yet there may be ſuch 
an in ward Calm and ſedate Admiration of the e 
Things of Chriſt's Purchaſe, as pierces into the very 
Cenare of h M ⁊ð⁊ x tb nos 
But then, on the other Hand, what real Reaſon hath 
he to be ſadly diſtreſſed in his Spirit, in finding how 
weak and how wanting he is in Grace. How dark and 
dim; ſays he, is my Underſtanding in the Things of 
God, and how weak is my Perſwaſion of them? How 
elſe would I find it ſuch a hard Thing to believe the 
Promiſes, unleſs I ſee ſome viſible Way of Performance? 
And how could'1. ſuffer myſelf to be ſo entangled in 
-worldly Cares, or ſo inveigled with worldly Pleaſures, 
if my Aſſent to the great Ae of the Goſpel were 
ſuch as it ſhould be? How could all this happen, if 
there was not ſome great Defect in my Perſwaſion, ei- 
ther of the Reality, or of the Excellency, or of the 
Suitableneſs of Things unſeen and eternal? While 1 
think on this, my Soul is troubled. I want much of the 
Light of the Glory of the Lord ſhining on the Face of 
Immanuel to ſhine on my Tabernacle. And doth not 
the Weakneſs of my Truſt and Confidence in Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord betray me many a Time into jealous 1 
of God; after all the Promiſes on his Part, and ſome - 
ſweet Experiences on mine ? Where is there that hearty 
and full Recumbency of Soul on the Lord my Righte- 
ouſneſs, as may be a pleaſant Reſt and Settlement to my 
Heart, that is many a Time toſſed to- and fro and _— 
e : 8 Wet e oa Tl 
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ted and Fea comforted. I am alſo full we 4 en | 
_ fays he, chat my Love to the loyely and loving Redcem- 


| Redeemer 2 "+3 


"hard 


2 to know all irs ſecret Turnings 
zs next to being ĩmpoſſiblo. O how wool; is it to ſearch 
_ "mts the Bottom-of the Hearts and ſind out the ſecret 


| vhs, and to think that our Exil is: 75 Ng ir is. All 
this puts even the true Believer many a Time into a Fear 


2 ſo fat from that Degtee and Neaſure as it ought to 
be. How could there be ſo often fyucha Stran enels on 
my Heart, and ſuch Unliſtineſs in my Spirit with reſpect 


ro ſpiritual Things; or ſuch Wearineſs of Mind and 


Diſtraction of Thought in Duty, if there was not much 
Coldneſs in my Love ? Or how could the World get ſo 
near my Heart or why Would be fo aden ap Diyane 
Meditation? N would 1 7 46 Day, and eyer 

Hour of che Da counting that l Thing, in $ Are but Loſs 
and Dung in Gepe ty Chriſt, if there were not 
fad Decays and ltirermiſſions of my Love to the bleſſed 


Beſides all has. indwellin : Cormptionbing 1⁰ ur- 
gen: and im ortunate, chat tho” reſiſted and ſubdued in 
Meklare „vet, what. by che Vanity of Fur Minds, 


5 at the: Carnality of our AﬀeRions,. or che Folly; of, our 


ations, it. retuxns, rene ws its Aſſaults and p refles 
zen per ar n che Soul again; ſo chat for as many. 115 
e are to Puts, there are as man Counter - ten- 
3 to Sin; and as many Motions as there are from 
the Spirit of God in the Heart, there are as many con. 


rrary Injections from Sin. All this makes the Caſe of 
the Belicyer| many ,a-Time' ſo; perplexed, that he can 


hardly diſcern v hether it be Night or Day in his Soul. 
And whar further intangles the Soul as to à clear tak. 
ing up of / its State, is the eien of che Heart and 


gits unſearchable Depths. Tis even hard xo know its ge- 


neral Diſpoſition, 3 it be ſincere or corrupt; but 
„Windings and Trayerſes 


of it Motion] Befdes, thera is 4 2 Par- 
tiality in our Hearts to think that our more than 


Aeſt a Promiſe being left of his entring. into Reſt, be ſhould 


e ro come en it 157 Hence the gracious 22 
bo : 14 Fan 2G 21412 ; del 
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The Souls Progreſs to Haben. * 
after he hath. even been as upon the Mount with, God, 
is brought down again many a Time to examine whe- 
ther the very Foundations of Religion be well laid in 
DESO ER art 2s Ae 0 OO RN 2h 
NUI, The Believer, vg fenfille of the many la» 
_  mentable Defects and Changes of his ſpiritual Con- 
_ dition, which coſt him the Labour of returning by 
the wery Steps he hath loſt, becomes very importu- 
es with God for his ſtrengthning and eſtabliſning 


, * 
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O, ſaith the exerciſed Soul, when I thought I was up- 
on my Watch-tower, -guarding my Thoughts and Af. 
fections, and even my very Senſes, theſe Avenues of the 
Soul; yet how often has the deceitful Heart given me 
the Slip! O give my Spirit a more ſettled Bent ro Hea- 
ven and heayenly Things. When I thought my Spirit 
was bending to my God, the Original of all Blefledneſs, 
yet how ſoon did it turn aſide like a deceitful Bow! O 
for a more ſteady Direction of Heart upwards and Mea- 


SS m8 e e 4; 
Sometimes I thought I had now Strength, not _ 

to walk, but to run in the Ways of God's Command- 
ments (a), yet O how ſoon hath my Soul fainted ! Lord 
help me. Lord give Power unto the Faint, and to him 
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| that hath no Might increaſe Strength (. 
1 When I imagined I was got up unto a ſublime and 
heavenly Frame, and that my Mountain was ſtrong, and 
it ſhould never be moved 4905 yet how ſoon were the 
Wings of my Soul clipped and how ſoon was Tas a 
h Bird entangled in Snares, that either falls down, or is 
pulled down to Earth again! O let the Snares be bro- 
ken, whilft 1 withal eſcape (4). Cauſe me mount up a 
on Eagles Wings, run and not be weary, and walk and 
„ Inox tis not a Fit of Affection, nor a Pang of De- 
votion that will reach the Work; but tis a ſtrong ha- 
bh. . T0 * bitual 
et ( Ta. xl. 57. (b) Ila. xl. 29. (e Phal, r. 6, (d Fal. 
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„ ee towards God and Gan und 4 1 o 
rous, ſteady. Vſe of all the Means that teat nearer Bl 
nearer unto him. Unite my Heart, O Lord, to fear thy 
Name continually (a); and fix my wandring Mind. Lord 
Hrengthen me with: Strength in my Soul (6); and keep it 

forever 4po n the ten of he Thoughts of my Heart 

a n ee (c). 
Tis not wry. of the Lips, nor bending of the Knee | 

That can carry a Soul to Heaven; but "tis a going from 
Strength 1 to Strength: And how can ſuch a feeble and 
ſhort-winded Sinner travel daily _ a deep Aſcent with- 
out thy ſtrengthnin ng. Grace! O  firengthen what re. 
mains in me, and which is ready 10 d (4), Arengthen 

wich all Might in the Inner- man (e). 
I am ſenſible that many "will ſeek to enter into the- 

Kingdom. of Heaven which ſhall not be able (f) becauſe 

| chey eek it but faintly, and put not on Strength in their 

8 to attain it. O give ſuch Strength and 
t in the Inner- man, that the whole Bent of on 

8905 be employed in following hard after thee, my 
God, and in 2 to enter in at the trait Gate GO, 
and may be ſtrong cnongy to carry me on in my Tra- 
vel Heaven: ward, with ſuch Livelineſs and Vigour as 

breaks through all the Rubs and Inanglements in my 
Way, from Sin, Satan, or the World. 

Iis not a tranſient Light glancing on the Head, or 
making a Stir only in the lower ſenſitive Powers, "that 
T-am-praying for; but for an Impreſſion of Divine 
Things, by one as pierces through my Mind into the 
very Centre of m 3 and operates on all the Powers 

and Affections of my Soul with ſuch ſtrong Influence, 

as to keep them direct towards God Chri 11 Hea · 

ven. Grant me this, O Lord, I beſeech thee. 2 1 pray 
God may: ſanctiſy me wholly and throughout 3 in Soul, »Spi- fl 
rit and Body (h). | 
"Tis not Sx. good Wiſhes and Purpoſes, or ſome 
general Thoughts of a of Heng 5 Love 
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Med, 


Ted, chat tby People [hall be mads willing in the Day of 
thy. Power (c); that thou wilt pour Water on him that it 


The Souls Negra lo Haun. 
of a Saviour that will either ſerve my Turn or anſwer f 
T1 Mind. I would have a vital Savour of the Things 
0 


1 


od diffuſed through my Heart, and diffuſing itlelf 

through all my T houghts, Affections, and Actions. 1 
would have Heaven 0 inter woven in the very Frame 
and Conſtitution of my Soul, as that every Thing I do a 
may have a Tincture of Holineſs and an Air of Heaven 
ITis not a Taſte only of the good Word of God, and : 
a Flaſh of Joy upon it rp pond Boop but 1 would 

fain have an equal Reſpect to all God's Commandments, 
an univerſal Work of the Spirit upon the whole Many 
Soul and Body, and a Supply made to every Joint: Fox 
there is not a Grace pertaining to the Chrittian Integri- 
ed but I would have, and in the Meaſure and Degree 
hat is attainable. Lord Jeſus, furniſh me with Supplies 
of the Spirit from thy uumeaſurable Fulneſs (a). 
O bleſſed Lord, tis an caly Thing for thee to do fo, 
municate Life, Strength and delightful Motion unto. it 
38 ſpiritual Things. Thou canſt with thy uncontroulable 
Lower incline my Heart, with the greateſt Freedom and 
Willingnels to follow thee wherever thou goes. Thou 
canſt with the efficacious Sweetneſs of thy Grace make 
my Soul, that ere ever it is aware, it ſhall be like the 
Chariots of Ammi-nadib (b). And haſt not thou fad 


thirty, and Floods upon dry Ground (4):;. that he Righ- 
teous ſhall flouriſh like the Palm-tree, that he ſhallgrow 
like a Cedar of Lebanon, and ſhafi bring forth Fruits 
in old Age, and be fat and flouriſhing in the Houſe of 
G0 (e); that thou wouldſt be as the Dew to ral, thas 
be may grow as the Lily, and caſt forth his Reots as Le» © 
banon (; that thy Grace ſhall be ſufficient for us () 
that having all Suſiciency in ail Things, we may above | 
. (a Philip. i. 19. John iii. 34. (6) Cant. vi. 12. fc) Pſal. cx, 
„ (4) Ia. xliv. 3. (e Pfal, x6. 13, 15. ( Hoſ. av. 35. 
29 2 Cot. xii. 9. Is | „ „ Es ALTER 
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to every good Work, (a); That every Branch in Chriſt 
Hall bring forth much Fruit (b). And now, Lord, be 
it unto thy Servant according to thy Wore. 
I am ſenſible, O Lord, that without an abiding-Root 
and Principle of Grace, any Thing done in Religion is 
but ogcaſional, accidental and eaſily intermitted. I would 
have a ſtrong Impre's of thy Spirit upon my Heart, to 
implant ſuch a ſtrong and prevailing Habit of Grace, as 
may cauſe a more * and extenſive Sight of Things 
unſeen and eternal, a more predominant Reſpect to thy 
Slory, a deeper Set of Humility and Self- denial, a more 
| Hvely and fixed Senſe of God, a more awful and reve; 
rential, as well as a ſweet and loving Deference to the 
Majeſty of Heaven, and may caſt my Soul into a more 
penitent, lively, tender and heavenly Mould. Grant, 
I beſeech thee, according to the Riches of thy Glory, to 
_ Rrengthen me with Might by thy Spirit in the Inner- man, to 
that Chriſt may dwell in my Heart by Faith, and that an 
being grounded and rooted in Love, I may be able to 
tomprehend with all Saints what is the Breadth and 
| Length and Depth and Heighth, and to knou the Love 
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I am further fenfible that no created Grace can pre- 
ſerye itſelf, nor act itſelf, nor increaſe itſelf, without 
new breathing and Influence upon it from the Spirit of 
Chriſt: That, without this, Faith would ſoon fail, Hope 
Would periſh, and Love would decay, and all the Habits 
and Principles of Grace would wither and die. Ipray 
therefore, Lord quicken me in thy Way (d). Awake O 
North. wind, and come thou South, blow upon my Gar- 
den, that the Spices thereof may flow out (e). Awaken 
my Soul to the livelieſt Thoughts of God and the de- 
vouteſt Affections to him. O ſtir up my Soul and bend ve 
its utmoſt Vigour to ſerve thee, my God, with a lively 01 
Faith, ardent Love, flaming Zeal, and Heart -raiſing MW I. 
Hope. Bleſſed Redeemer, ſo preſent thyſelf to my m 
Soul, and keep up in it ſuch a Senſe of thy Love, as 
3 8 „%% 6 nf 4 on paobers 
a) 2 Cor. ix. 8. (6) John xv. 2. (+) Eph. iii, 16, 17, 19. 


The Souls Progreſs to Heaven, 89 
ſuffers me never to forget thee; but excites me to be 
ay bringing forth ſome Point to thy Honour, and ſome 
Inſtance of Willingneſs and Activity for thy Glory. 
Tis not being now and then in a good Mood, by a 
haſty Start of the Affections, that can or ſhall ſatisfy me 
but I would be holy, humble, and heavenly in the ge- 
neral Temper of my. Heart and Tenor of my Life. I 
would fain fill up my Time with Duties, bring Godli- 
neſs with me into every Buſineſs of Life, and be in ac- 
tual Fitneſs for Communion with God, and keep up In- 
tercourſe with him in his Providences, as well as his 
Ordinances. Grant, Lord, that Holineſs may be a new 
Nature in me, making me prompt and ready for holy 
Things, and holy Things eaſy and familiar to me. 
Grant theſe holy Diſpoſitions and Acts may be ſo pow- 
erful, as to bear down all Oppoſitions and T er ee 
to the contrary. Grant they may be ſtill getting Ground, 
and be drawing the Soul nearer and nearer to God, its 
Reſt. And grant ſuch holy Thoughts and Affections 
may be the moſt ſweet and delectable Exerciſes of my 
Mind“! r g•Äʃ 
I would fain that my Affections to Things Divine were 
lively and not dull: Vet ſo, as not to meaſure the Strength 
of my Grace by the Flaſh or Height of my Affections, 
but the Affections themſelves by the Bottom whereon 
they ſtand, as Self-denial, cleaving to che Promiſe, In- 
graftment in. Chriſt, and Settlement of the Soul upon 
the Mediator. I would fain have my Affections ready 
and at Hand to the Things above, and not far a ſeeking, 
or needing a great deal of Do to call and gather them 
in to wait on my Lord. I would fain they were more 
pure and unmixed, and had leſs of the Creature in 
them. 1 would fain have them ſtayed in a Divine hea- 
venly Frame, without turning back in the right Way, 
or turning aſide to the wrong. O that Holineſs to the 
Lord may be written in my Heart and Life, and that I 
may be perfectly transformed into Chriſt's Image! O 
that my Paths may be as the Morning Light thatſhineth 
moro and more unto a m_ Day (a). Strengthen, 0 


God, 


(a) Prov, iv. 18. 


- | "ae 
- * 


ww eren 


Grace be ſufficient for me (b): Make all Grace abound 
in me (c): May the God of all-Grace, who is calling us 


i150 this eternal Glory by Chriſt 15 make me per felt, ſta- 


liſh, ftrengthen and fettle me (d). O for a Heart con- 
ſtantly fixed on God | One Thing have 1 deſired of the 
Tord, and that will I ſeek after, that I may behold his 


_ -#.- aw and fixedly contemplate the ſame. And O 


and his infinitely ' amiable Countenance 
— — 5 difpla ed to me, as that I may count upon 
no Satisfaction, but what is to be had in God, and may 


never again turn off from him! And ſhall nothing of 


all this be attained in the Meaſure I would be at, till in 
Heaven 71 ſhall be made as a Pillar in the ee . wy 
_ and go no more out ? Hence, „ 


XIIV. There is a ; longing and Rrecching 75 the Soul 
1 88 eee N 


eri no Woulor, next, chat he Thing dadein Big 


which is ſo much delighted in God, and raviſhed with 
the Excellencies of the bleffed Jeſus, hath a very afflic- 
ting Senſe of any Interruption of ſuch rare and heaven- 
Iy Enjoyments; and doth preſs hard for immediate In- 
tuition, and unintermitting Fruition. Hence it riſes 
higher and higher in its Defires and Purſuits,” even as 
high as Heaven che Sear of the Glory of the Lord, and 
the Place where his Beauty ſhines in its full Strength. | 

Is not, ſays the Believer, Heaven the Throne of God, 
where he ſhows forth all his Magnificerice and Glory ? 
And is not the King of Glory gone up to yonder Hea- 
vens? And what can ſatisfy me here on Earth? Not any 
Artainmenc of even Grace itſelf, can fiſt the doundleis 


veries T have of 'God and of Chriſt, while here away? 

Tho' they were never interrupted; chey are but as Glaſs- 

r at watts bur As Morning. W 
m- 


(4) pfal. Neil. 28. 6005 oe 9. Oz Cor is, 8. (ﬆ) I Pet, 


V. 10. (c) Plal, xzvii, 4. 


\ 
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-Appetites of my enlarged capacious Soul. O how ſmall 
are the Glimmerings; and how dark are all the Diſco- 


228895 
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— 


2. 8. 65 


| Likeneſs! - 


What Reaſon can chars gh to r "Wi FO GAR 


Who b 
_— 1 | 
ive Satisfaction to theſe Deſires which are directed to 
-himfelf, and æeſtleſs till they reach him? Shall all the 


Ne eee > Hieves, - 
* of Noon-day. aden 5 0 1 


| deed ſomething that makes. my Heart exalr, and which 


yet I cannot expreſs; but tis far from ſatisfying me; 


eing both imperfect and inconſtant: I would tee the . 


King in his Beauty: I would behold the full ſhine of 


bis amiable, raviſhing- Excellencies. I would be alto- 


gether. ſatiated with bis uncreated Sweetneſs. O inter- 
ling Veil of Senſe ! How long will it be, e er thou 
e drawn aſide, that 1 come into the immediate 


Preſenee a the infinkely ariqus God, and behold my 
infinitely. lovely Redeemer bare-faced, without any 
"Covers; -ndowhbeat any” Veu 
loved, be thou as a young Roe, or à young Hurt upon tht 


Mountains of Bether. O take me up to Heaven, that 1 
may behold thy Glory; or if that r not yet be, let 
Heaven come down into my Soul. I beſeech thee to 
ſhe w me thy Glory. The beholding of thy Glory, as 
tis the ultimate Product of all thy great Deſigns, ſo 
tis the final Iſſue of all my Deſires. And even Heaven 
itſelf would be as 1 without Light, did not the 
Glory of che Lord lighten it, and if the Lamb were not 


the Light thereof. O that I were beholding the Face | 


of God in oy. e and were e with 927 


* 


x, When this! comes to be h Temper an State 10 
4 Believers Soul, there is no perſuading of him that 
ardent. Deſires for Heaven: and en can ag 
Vain med e e £90001 


— 


Deſires ſhall nos be granted? Can I once imagine, or 
can it ever enter into my Mind to ſuſpect, that he, 

opening of his Hand, ſatisfies the Defirg of 
diving, will not draw aſide the Curtain, ant + 


Crcatures: Deſires to any tunable Good be accompliſhed, 

theſe only excepted that are terminate on himſelf, and 

Kirefted to his Jory? Does he not implant as well as — : 
"> tis 


! Make: haſte, my Be- be 


92 Lim Traveller; Or, 


tisfy the natural and rational Appetite of every Crea! 


ture? Or is Holineſs, i. e. the habitual Inclination and 
Conformity of the Heart to God, the only Diſpoſition 
that is not of God's 3 Or is it the only Ap- 
petite which he will fe 


that believes there is a God, that can believe this? 
Would the infinitely perfect Author ot our Beings im- 


lant in Man vain Detires, or groundleſs Exped ations? 


sit congruous to the Divine Goodneſs to impoſe on us? 
Or to his Truth to diſappoint us? Or is his infinite 
Wiſdom under a Neceflity of making uſe of Deceprion, 
to ſecure the Honour ot his Government and Laws? 


Or ſhall Man, who is the Maſter - piece of this inferior 


Creation, be the only Creature that is cheated with an 
imaginary and deluſive Happineſs? Is it rational to-ſup- 
pole that God, who made Man the Chief of all his 
viſible Works, ſhould endow him with ſuch Powers and 
. Faculties, as ſerved only to fill him either with vain 


Hopes and reſtleſs Deſires, or elſe with amazing Fears 


and vexing Griefs: And ſo have his Rea ſon only to be 
- a Cheat, and his Conſcience-to be a Torment; as they 


would be, if there were no Views of Heaven's Glory? 


But eſpecially ſhall it ever be net} that .the holy 


Soul, after all irs Efforts for Heaven's Happineſs by 
fervent Deſires, Prayers, Cries; Wreſtlings; and the 
' -Righteouſneſs that fits and forms the Soul for the ſame, 
chat yet the Grave ſhould terminate all their Deſires, 
and extinguiſh all their Hopes? Would not fuch a 
Thought extinguiſh all Religion, and · baniſn the Fear 


of God from the Earth? A Suppoſition ſo wickedly in - 


-confiſtent, that if God be God, and Man be Man, tis 
impoſſible ever to be true. * 
| Fires be neyer ſo ſublime, and never fo extenſive; let 
them riſe. as high as Heaven, and ſtretch unto. the out 
. moſt Bounds of the Univerſe, his allcomprehenfive 

e 1 


. * : 
Goodneſs can fully fatisfy them. Lea, N 
— * — LOT 2 * 
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uſtrate, and has made in vain? 
O horrid! O impious once to be imagined! Who is he 


Doubtleſs then he will ſatisfy the longing Soul; and 
fulfil the Defires of thoſe that fear him. Let their De - 


Phe Souls Progreſs to Heaven. 93 
XLVI. The Believer, when in a good Plight, find 4 


Heaven already begun in his Soul. 
What is Heaven but a clear View of the glorious 
Luſtre of the Divine Perfections, and a full uptaking 
and eternal Admiration of Redeeming Grace? What is 
Heaven but a full Senſe, and a full Enjoyment of Di- 
vine Loye: Love ſhining there in its perfect Vigour and 
Strength? And what's the Heaven of Heavens, but an 
eternal drinking in of uncreated Sweetneſs, and an en- 
tring into the hoy of our Lord: Where all Springs of 
Tears are dried up, and where all Fountains of pure, 
unmixed and ſatisfying Joys are broken up for ever and 
ever, to the eternal Rapture of glorified Saints? © 
And now, ſaith the gracious Soul, when wrought up 
into a ſublime and area Peers 1 have got a 
clearer Inſight into the glorious and amiable Excellen- 
cies of God than ever before. 1 ſee him all Light, all 
Life, all Goodneſs, and all Happineſs: And I ſee the 
Riches of moſt unſearchable Grace to poor Sinners, ma- 
nifeſted in the Bleſſed Redeemer. And O but the Di- 
vine Glory is now rendred familiar, acceſſible, and 
enjoyable in our Emmanuel 3 
But that's not all, ſaith the warm and believing Soul, 
I ſee he hath loved me, and given himſelf for me. 
I ſee a moſt aſtoniſhing Product of infinite Goodneſs; 
even the Gift of Chriſt to me, to ſuch a vile Worm ay 
me! And *tis not a ſimple Theory of his Love I have, 
but I feel a pleaſant Guſt and Reliſh of it. I both ſee 
and taſte that God is good and gracious. And O my 
Soul ſtays upon, and taſtes with S weetneſs theſe bleſſed 
Divine Operations and Communications it has ſeen: 
felt and taſted in God manifeſted in the Fleſh! And 
this Satis faction reaches into the very Heart of my Soul, 
and affects it with a Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory: 
A Joy of the ſame Sort with that in Heaven; being 
clear, pure and unmixed, and proportionable to the 
whole Com paſs of the Soul, its Nature, Neceſſities and 
Duration. And this is the Joy that enables me ſome- 
1 ; | umes 


* rimesnor — to * in God, fy KY to 1 in 1 


IN and co bring all the World under me. 6 
And Ol is not this a Heaven already desen Is not at 
- this a Heaven upon Earth, Yes, certainly: And 5 ti 


yn. The Heaven-broathing Soul is prfuateds hes 
5 4. heauenly Diſpoſitian is a. clear and certain thi 
monſtration of the eternal Glory and ae 8 w 
that i is A WY Believers in Heaven. e fe 


1 attain, ſaith the Believer, to a 8 8 tu 
ou. of the glorious Excellencies of God? What Rea - b. 
can there be to fear, that 1 ſhall not behold his 1 WV 
| Hep? In Righteouſueſs for ever 2 For if this be the very ar 
K d of Man's Creation, and an End worthy of infinite to 
3 . a, that Man ſhould e the Glory of b, 
zal: Can any imagine Why it ſhould not be his End ſu 
for ever? Who that knows any Thing of God, can ever 1 D 
believe, that the infinitely. 5% 4: of our Beings th 
an ever be light in his e or deſulkory in his ſo 
Views and Ends? And were there Place for ſuch a hi 
Thought, chat all che pleaſant Contemplations, W w 
Sich the Soul hath. of the amiable Per fections — ws H 
Beauties of God, ſhould by Death be buried in eternal If th 
Darknefs, what a horrid. —— would this caſt upon m 
V0 W 
. bee 4 £ 1 A fe 
ain, Have I, ays the raciaus an ppreben- 485 
Fon of Divine Love and grad mapifeſted in the Re- W Jo 
- deemer? But how could this kyrhe.? Or how were it 8e 
poſſible to have the leaſt A 3 of it, if in this fo 
(BA Believers only had Hope Could the Son of the ne 
Living God think it worth his while, to aſſume our te 
Nature, and lay down his Life only to purchale an fit 


— —— 


— — 2 6 ms 


earthly Felicity; or rather only to make our Lives wi- th 
ſerable : Since he calls us to deny aur ſal ves, and 10 Pe 
eracify the World: And tells us, which alſo we find, te 
thar in be Morld zwe ſhall haue. Tribulation? Sure, 
were there not an Aſter-happineſs and an After - glory, ar 
3 ee be ſaid that the belt of Men lived in es D. 

ea W <= 
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ſerve only to torment them? 


Yea that the Son of God died in vain: For if in "this 


Life only Believers have Hope, then of al Men they 


are moſl miſerable. And all this woul 
tion ſo horrid and inconſiſtent, that nothing more 
ous*could once be imagine . 


be a Suppoſt- 


tion of the Divine Love to me in 'particular';' fach as 


works Wonders in my Heart, purifies, refines'and per. 


fects my Soul; makes it riſe above the World, and 
aſpire to a Conformity to the pure and ſpiritual Na- 
ture of God ? And hall the Duſt of Death cover and 


bury all this ? Is it conſiſtent in itſelf, that the Soul of 
Man Ahould be ſtaked down to an earthly Happineſs? 


and yet: chat he ſhould enjoy purer Delights than whats 
to be had from Earth: And be perfected in his Nature 

by theſe very Things, which would (upon ſuch an ab-. 
ſurd Suppoſition) be contrary to his End: I mean the 
Denial of his earthly and ſenſual Satisfattions? And as 


this is a Thought inconſiſtent in itſelf, fo how is it con- 


ſonant to any of the Divine Perfections? To which of 


bis Attributes can ſuch Infidels turn themſelves, that 


When all the Creatures have their Ends commenſurate 
to their Capacities, Men the only rational Creatures in 


this lower World, and eſpecially the beſt of Men, to 


make them ; the moſt miſerable, ſhould have Capacities 
which exceed their End, and which in this Caſe would 


Further, Have I alſo a Senſation of pure and ſpiritual 


Joys, ſuch as are homogeneal to the Nature of my 


Soul, and ſuitable to the moſt exalted and refined Rea - 
ſon? What Reaſon is there to ſuſpect, that they ſhall 
not be eternal? To deny that there are ſuch pure in- 
tellectual Joys, is to ſay that the Soul, which every one 
finds to be the Subject and Cw of Pleaſure; yet 
that it has none of its own, or from its own natural 
Powers: And that all its Pleaſures are owing to Mat- 
And to imagine again, that theſe pure Soul · pleaſures 


are leſs ſolid and ſatisfying than material and corporeal 
Delights, is as if one were ſaying, That the more a 


Pleaſure 


ſurd and 2 | 5 
Again, Hare I alſo, ſays the Believer, a Manifeſta- 


* 
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reſtrains from Vice, and excites to Virtue: 


Again, ſaith: the heavenl 


P 


cortuptible Principle, viz. the Soul of Man, which be- 


ing an indiviſible Subſtance, cannot diſſolve, but by An- 


nihilation: And ſince the Objet that feeds it is eternal, 
iz. the All- ſufficient Eternal 


will ever think, that the infinitely good One will be 


envious of our Happineſs, in denying the Good we are 


capable of, and have alſo a fervent Defire unto? 


© + +. Yea further, If theſe Joys were not eternal, tis cer- 


— 


tain they are but deluſive Joys; And what is this 7 A 


Joy that reſembles. the Divine Felicity, and cauſes us 
_ reſemble his Nature: A Joy that perfects the Soul: A 


Joy that. inſpires us with noble Principles; and puts us 


upon great and noble Deſigns: A Joy that raiſes us 


above ſordid Cares and brutiſn Pleaſures a 

and excites to, Virtue ? Shall this 
Jy be only deluſive, and founded on Miſtakes ? O 
horrid and impious Inconſiſtency! Which yet would 
be, if this Joy were not eternal. For, were there no 
true Hope of eternal Glory, there could be no true 


, 


Joy in God: A ſour and ſullen Deſpondency of Mind 


there might be, or a ſlaviſh Subjection, like the forced 
Enthralment of ſurly Devils; but not a Spark of any 
true Love, or any true Delight in God could ever be 
found in that Soul. CCC 
a | Soul, Do J attain even to a 
glorying and boaſting in God? Sure this muſt be on a 
ro Ground, in Oppoſition to all Things that fail us 
in our greateſt Need. And what Place were there for 
this glorying in God, unleſs he were our God for ever 
and ever? For what were our Lives worth, what were 
our Comforts worth; and what were we worth our 
ſelves, if there were no Hope of future Gloxy? Were 
thexe no Proſpect of eternal Happineſs, ou Lager: 

| Sk _: - Zh 7. 2 r ; _ 92 ö arce 
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Pleaſure approaches to the Nature of God, who is 
FF 


J , LOL I BE RET OM 13304 411 1 
Again, Since this is a Joy, which ariſes from an in- 


N. God, ; Fa ther, Son, and | 
Holy Ghoſt : How can it be imagined it ſhould ever have * 
an End? Sure no Man that believes any Thing of God, 


=, * 


Tue Souls Progreſi do Heaven. 
ſcarce; worth the living, much leſs: glorying i in: For 
conſidering the Vanity and Vexation that accompa 
every State, and the racking Cares, and beraten: Bf 
appointments. that attend every Lot, if to theſe ſhoulfl 
be added the Soul Laxſpending itſelf in fruitleſs Purſuits 
after an eternal Happineſs, which, according to ſuch 
a vile Suppoſiti ition, it could never reach, then v 
freely ſay with Solomon, in a Cafe much the ſamo, 
That an-untimely Birth is better than he ar ſhe. 1, © 
There being then ſuch clear and undeniable Evidence 
from Scripture; and from what à gracious San hatn 
already ſeen and felt of Gods that + ere ſhall be an 
endleſs Happineſs i in e I 03 10 ut 5 | 
en nn IN VALE 5 7 gif EL "71 
XVIII. The Believer" lifts "up bis Head, and raiſeth 
his Nec, in the: Pleaſing Admiration, . . 
| Kate * che Whory 1 be r 


6 ** 


| 11 val n Glines of God, im. «nt TY train 
' eng Taſte 5 the heavenly Gift that L ele View, 
faith the Heaven-born and contemplative! Soul ?. Sure 
no; tis neither all I deſire, nor all L ſhall: receive: 
Such a black Surmiſe ſhall never take Place in my Heart, 
that tis ſo much as poſſible, chat the Lord wauld de- 
light to tantalize his poor Creatures, and eſpecially his 
1 as if he could find Pleaſure in ſhe wing tliem 

Happineſs, and bringing it to their Door. and then hide 
it from tlieir Eyes, and keep it out of their Reach for 
1 Is this meet to be thought of the infinitely 
G0? O ler: ſuch a vile Suggeſtion be en for 


ever! bas: her in ee eee dt eee ys Reed vv" 

More indeed cannot be had here: bit & ique Glances, 
= | refract and indirect Rays of the: Glory of God: Not _ 
chat God cannot reveal it, but that mortal Fleſh cannot 
receive it; the Brightneis of that Glory would ſtrike 
our weak Sight blind: We could not ſee by Reaſon of: 
| ſo great aLight; tis Light inacceſſible, unleſs rempered 
W. th Shadows, and would be to us as the thickeſt Dark- 
neſs. But yet, el can the gracious Soul, tho* I have not 


any 8 therefore cannot 211 deſerids bs Glory of 
1 _ Heaven, 


* 


r Op a 


ꝓreſſibl and that tis da b Nr me Ya — eh 
_ -afrai 20. Heaven's Glory, bur I have been taking 

Look of ir afar off in believing Contemplations; rh 
been talking about Zion, and — the Tuivete thereof, 
tand, marking her: Bulwarks,” I was never yet within 
Heaven's Threſbold, but I have got ſuch a; Foreſight 
Of its . „ and ſuch a Foretaſte of its Joy, as wraps 
up my So ul in che rapturous Admiration of what I ſhall 
For exer pbk and it. makes me cr _ out with Wonder 
und Amazement, 0 L | y-Goognefs vit h 
han haſt laid wig for! r he 1 (a)? rf; wh Earth 
is full of thy, Gobdneſs, O Lord. Many and rich-ate 


3 Bleſſings, and many are thy won ler ful Works of 


dne /. antd the Chi en'-bf+MenF. But What's the 
e laid out, in Compariſon of the Goodneſs laid 


up for them. Ihe Glory poſſeſſed is great, but O tis 


nothing to the Glory in Reſerve! O how great is this! 


O ye Angels and glorified Saims, put forthyour Strength, 
and exert your Powers, in trying to conceive! or ex- 
preſs the Greatneſs of this Goodneſs: But as for me, 
faith the gracibus Soul; tis altogether above my Reach. 
Tias 4 Glory as weig es it is eternal (; and 1:can 

do no more but with a g Admiration; cry, How 
great ie "thy Goodneſe : And bo raviſhing is thy 
 *Beanty({(c) For Eye hath not ſeem, wor Ear heard, nor 
-bath it antred into the Heart of Man to conceive,” what 
God hatſß laid up» for: thoſe: that: fear him 3 part Behold 
Men and hat Manner of Toue ii this, where 

ck the Fat hath: loved ſuch Duſt, as: we are, hat 

we ſhould be called the "Children of God, and be allied 
ls, and Expectants bf Glory Bue' 11 Roth" not 
er "uppedr ' what oe ſhall: be, but only in general we 


40 


2 
e when he. ſhall appear, wee "ue ſhall lite Lim; 
z e ee bim: at he i is 5 Hence: 
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Meaten, er it to be very great, great den. 
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XLIX. The Believer having ſuch. a great Praſpełs, and 
ell. grounded Hope of Glory, he cannot expreſs what _ 
* Joy he nau attains unt 
F d v0 AR 
What can be thought now, but hat uponiſuch a 
pleaſing and ravithing View of Glory, the Heart of a 
Mairhould-Jeap, and tlie Spirit within him! dance for 
Joy? What Emotions, ſaith the gracious Soul; doch this? 
raiſe in my Soul? What Pleaſures dorch it inſuſe into my 
Soul? What Exaltation of Mind? O intimate, encloſed, 
and ſafe Joys!: Joys that reach the Heart, and penetrate 
into the Spirit of a Man JO pure Delights There is 
no Baſeneis of the Action, no Reflection of Guilt; no 
Qualm of Sonſcience to confound theſe rational Joys. 


, 


Q generous and moble: Pleaſtires ! Tis well done, and 


the carta Expetation,: that Deſire, tho; long, defer- 
red, ſhall at length be acrompliſhed, beyond wha ei 


s : 
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- 
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4ll ye thats are een in Heart (a). Ae: in the Lord 
a e and again 1 ſay haven ol 


1. The gracious Soul ee Sts 3 that 


theſe are not ae and eee but ſincere 
5. nd 1205 Je. 3190 Ver 1 e weep 


11 


as 5 
y 


54 1 93 who have no Thot 
Uſe of their Souls, but to ſerve them in eating and 


drinking; or to be as Salt to keep their Bodies from 


roting, have not fo much as a Notion of this ſpiritual 


and heavenly: Joy. Tis to them as an armful of . 


do ws which they cannot grip 


Others, rho* through a condiich Light, 65 may 
have ſome confuled general Notion of it; et 1 their 

S Minds tis a guſtleſs and inſipid Thing, and 
toit appears to them but as a notional and not a real 
Joy. And others perhaps cannot imagine a real Joy, : 


Where there is not a preſent Fruition. 


But. is it the leſs real, /ays rhe eee ene, bravenly | 
Soul; ibecauſe not in groſs ſenfible! Things; or becauſe 
it is intellectual and ſpiritul? What then comes of the 
refined Pleaſures which contemplative Minds find in the 
Search and Diſcovery ot Truth? Or is the rational 
knowing Man the, moſt) cheartd' Perſon in the World, 

Who yer: would not exchange his Delights for all the 
World's Pelf, or! the /Fleſh's Pleaſure ? Lea, what be | 


comes. pe all the Joys of Heaven, where there is no 
cating nor drinking, no marrying nor giving in Mar- 
riage? And what would become of the Happineſs of 


Angels, and glorified Saints? Or are Beaſts and 99 | 


* leafure, the only happy _ in che World? 


e 


For what would then become of the Worldling's Joy, 
when Heaven knows, and their own Hearts may know, 
n their Joy is 1 . and W 


a 725 
: 7 * 


. 


(a) Pſal. XXXIi. 1 1. ( hilip: iv. 4. f PART 15) 


. 
= 


it, — . no {jc 


Is it not real, becauſe there is not at — ' 
oyment? Reaſon: will remonſtrate, Experience . 
and every Man's Senſe will contradict this: 


Seen engerer em 


" 


Ne gouf Progreſs is Heaven. 
And what confounds all, their Hopes will i in End pr ro be 
vain, and their Endeavouts fruitleis. * 
But in heayenly Things, when our Thoughts' and 
Deſtres riſe to their utmoſt, our Expectations may riſe 
beyond them; and our Enjoyments will at Jengeh gs 
| 0 nia our Ex anden and Hope (4) 3 Which 
# pr es partakes of the Thing hoped: for. Tis not 
 Feallya ch ummate Joy, | becaute tis a real Joy; and 
rhe Ghote that Hope participates of the W rw 4 hoped 
3 For Grace enters upon, begins, und runs into 
D | 
© No Joy thed\can- be /compared' into it in Point of 
Reality; and all Joys that are not barer and ima. 
pinaty, are included in it. Tis from a real Object; 
tis from God Who only It, who is Being itſelf (6), and 
the Rock of Ages. Tis from real Saad the All- 
ſuffcienty of God, and the Truth of his Promiſes. Tis 
from a real Cauſe, tis from reat Grace, real Holineſs. 
It has real Effects; it forms, purifies, and clevates the 
Soul. How could it cauſe a Man deny the Pleifures of 
the Fleſh, and the Profits of the World, if it were nor 
real? Or how could it 928 port him in Wants, Sickneſs, 
Pain, Reptoach? Or how could it comfort and re“ 
vive him in a dy ying Hour, if it were not real? Do Men 
0 uſe to be taken with Fancies, and Appearances 
y? Or how could it diſpoſe the Heart to ſove God, 
ales bis Laws? Or be a Means of a moſt holy and 
cid Life? Are theſe the Effe&s of Ignorance, * 
ror, and Delufion? Tis impoſſible to believe this, and 
to believe there is a Diety, or to believe this and 
believe the natural and intrinſiek Difference betw 
* and Li, ABR 1 n U and F 
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1 1 Believer s Foys being b real, 454 the 3 
b: ans of them ſo ſure,;there 45, vo perſuading F him, 
that ſucb ſenſib ii Emotion F Soul. co ward: God and 
0%: «. Chriſt, and Heaven, can be intemperate "Heats,. ar 
et 2094 Me Wop we an the contrary, he: is 
4 ted, tha end fa er "affected "with [pi 

bas ngs,. and ig aloe d, that chuld h ats 
1015 8 More of a 1 and. hravenl y. Ss ks 

it would be true maiculine 5 


ee ee ee my my Soul, if chow 
| Wort conſider What God is in. hell or hat he has 
manifeſted him elf in app he ſuch, 2 poor Sinner as 
chou art? Canſt thou expreſs. the high and grate ful Ap. 
prehenſions the Saints had of old 2 5 venting them · 
ſelves thus; The Glory of: 1 455 ſhall, ndure for 
ever (a). Be then exalted eavens, O Lord, 
and let thy Glory be above WT Earth (5). Thy Name 
alons is excellent; thy, Glory is 855 ve the Earth, and 
al/o the ene (c). Or haſt thou Words t expreſs | 
5 55 flowing Admirarjon, and reptutous Strain of 
3 poltle in that extaticaſ Prayer of his; Tha . 
1 05 K nt 50 accarding tothe; Riches of. his, Glory, 
 $0:be-ſtrengthened with all Might 7; has Spirit in the in: 
| 5 That. Chriſt m 6s $ de in vu Hearts. by 
Faitb, that being rooted fie ded i in Love, ye. may 
be able te comprehend with, all the Saints, , what i ts. the 
 Breadgh, and Length, and. Depth, and, Hei 5% and 40 
9 - Chi which; paſſeth 1 921 edge (4)... 
:.>Os:haſt-thou/any Emocions. of, Heart that came near 
the/ 1: . nd * a 11. Gad, gar wn 7 feek thee; 
my Soul thirſtet Pg + thee; my Fleſh longeth for thee in 4 
dry and thirfly Land, where na Water is, to ſee 255 
Power and thy Glory, as I have ſeen thee in thy, Sanc- 
tuarq (e). My Soul followeth hard after thee, and thy 
righ: un 4005 4 me(f). My Soul breaketh for 
the long ng I have to thy * at all Times (8)- = 
h Ina 
4) Pfal. civ. 31. (6) Pſal. Ivii. 11% £ 1 ert. 
A YA 17, 18, * Pa 15 11 175 * e 
CXik 20. 
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be Sus A Progreſs" to b 10 g 
that: 1 had Wings like 4 Dove, that I might” «fly: away, - 
and be at Reſt (a). Or is this an hypocritical Deſcrip- 
tion of the Chrittian's Fe y, when: the Apoſtle calls it 4 
Joy unſpialable, and full of Glory (): And as if this 
were not ſutficient, when he calls it a es T eee ee . 
all underſtanding” (9. Nen K 1 % STD1 30 
Again, can there indeed ve an Pxeeſs of Lon to God, 
and the bleſſed Jeſus, ot too laviſh Expreſſions of the 
| ſame? This will happen (bur not till then) whenever 

finite exceeds infinite; or whenever we can give in 2 

Superplus of Return to his Love; ot When Ex 5 

can exceed tlie Thoughts chat Belie vers have 0 

or when their Thoughts of him exceed his infinire a 

=, inconceivable cellencies. 4, en e 418197, all} 
And what lels can the Almigbey require of: me, (or 

any Man) than td terminate the chief of our Deſires upt 

on him, and babitually refer his Favour before Fen 
thouſana Worlds? Can I think: that the infinitely glori- 
ous God will fo infinite} diſparage himſelf, as that 

Elods of Earth, Lumps of Fleſh, Trifles; Vanities; and 
rdid Deli hts, ſhould be cficewed and defired more 

than himſe * who only 1s (d) Lea, What has God of 

4 Perſon, if he has not bis chief Complacency and ſu- 

preme Delight? Would 1 have the King of Heaven, the 

King of Glory, to come ſo much as in Compariſon with 

Shadows, Venkice: Nothings, yea leſs than Nothings 
and Vanity; much leſs be horri amen bythe _ 

Preference of them. _ 

Ik the Happineſs chat a Peljevec expects, and in Bote 
receives' from God, be but a ferimp; or even a finite 
Happineſs, then 1 5 the Subject might be echauſt- 

ea, or there might be ſome Overdoing in the Bufineſs ; 

| bur is it ſo in this Caſe? Canſt then b ſeart hing find 
deut Gad (e 1 vo, Or canſt thou find Words to exprath how 

Breat and how ſweet are cht mmunications of his Fa- 
we and. the Conſolations of his Love, when the A- 
W tells, t counted: ul Fares he not N as — 75 
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955 Pfal. Iv. 6. 128 gk i. 6. © Philip. iy, 7 Dar, rs 3 
2s Job Al 17. 


O04 37 *Zion's Trautller: Or, yr * 
but even as Loſs, in Compariſon of the Excellency of th 
| Knowledge 8 (a) „„ Jr LR 3 | i 2 
Can there then be any Fear of overloving God? Or 
any Need of. moderating our Affections to him? O my 
Soul, how inſinitely deficient; art thou in thy Returns 
of Love? What canſt thou render unto the Lord for all 
Bie Beneßts beftowed upon. thee : N Ear La ſome poor 
Thoughts and languid Paſſions, which bear not the 
leaſt Proportion to thele immenſe and innumerable Bleſ: 
ſings thou has, and expeRs from him. Lea, ſuppoſe 
thy Love and Deyotion to ariſe to à ſeraphick Flame, 
would thou not ſtill be under an everlaſting Impoſſibi- 
lity of returning anſwerable Love to him, or expreſſing 
the Senſe of his infinite Love to thee > What do the glo- 
- _ 'rified Spirits mean by their caſting down ther Crowns be. 
fare the Lamb, and him that ſits on the Throne (b) ? 
And what do the Seraphim, mean, by their covering | 
their Faces (c), before the e eee ee of God? | 
but that they hold their All of free Goodneſs, are under 
nan eternal Impotence of ever making ſuitable Returns, 
and are of themſelyes nothing; and that they are infi- 
nitely and everlaſtingly in Debt to free and rich Grace? 
And, Nene the Believer, haye I not Reaſon deeply to 
lament the many Sins 8 that attend my 
beſt Frame, and beſt Services? How dull is my Heart, - 
and how cold is my Love? If it were not fo, how cohld 
there be ſuch Wearineſs in Duties? How could che Wortd 
have ſuch a Share in my Affection? Why could nor the 
All. ſufficieney of God be enough to me, tho” bereaycc 
of all worldly Comforts? O chat it were otherwiſe wich 
mel O to have a Heart wholl transformed into Love 
And O chat all my Tears and Groans, and Mirth and 
Mußck, were turned into the melodious Songs of Love, 
Tis true, there may be a compoſed Admiration of f 
] 


God, and of Chriſt, and his Love, when there is bur. 
FE 


can think that the moſt calm and diſpaſſionatè, if à gras 
cious Soul, will not find his Heart and Soul joining with | 
AGES OF UI TOY 20 NOT (2 v1 tt thels 0 
@) Philip. iii. 8. (6) Rev. Iv. 10. (c) Id. vi 2. 


* + p wif: 3-5 
as * Wy ; 


De Soul's Progreſs io Heaven, 105 
| weary rj 3 1 will love thee, O Tord, my Strength. 

The Lord is my Rock, and my Fortreſs; and my Redeem- : 
er, my. God, my Strength in whom I will truſt, my Bucs» 
kler, and the Horn of my Salvation, and my high Tower. 
I. will call upon the Lord, whois worth to be praiſed(a). © 
Thau art my God, and I will 'praiſe thee : Thos art my 
God, and I will exalt thee (C). Thou art my God, and 
exceeding great Joy (e). Thy' Statutes ate better to. n 
than Thouſands. of Silver and Gold (d); and ſweeter _ 
than Honey from the WY EA iis of Thou haft brought 
me into thy Banqueting-houſe, and thy Banner over m 
4s; Love. Stay me with Flagons, comfort me with 
Apples; for I am fick of Love (. Until the Day break, 
and the Shadows fly away: Makehaſte my Beloved, and 
be thou like a young Hart upon the Mountains Bether (g). 

Tis true alſo, there may be a warm Fervour among 
the Paſſions, when there is not the leaſt Motion of tie 
Soul Heavenwards;z as when either the Imagination ie 
gratified with falſe Notions of ſpiritual Things, or if : _. 
true Notions, yet they are Notions of them only as a+ 
miable Truths, but not as ſuicable, far leſs as up: making 
good Things But the ſpiritual Senſations, an icin ual 
motions, already deſcribed, as they are rational, ſo they: 
ly deep in the Soul, and are formative of its State and: 
Lemper; they «caſt the Soul into a Divine Mould, and 
impreſs it with the Divine Image, and put all the Powers 
of the Soul into a ſpiritual Tune, and ſuitable Frame. 
/ % % % H V kit fo fol 


rf 8 
Ill. :The Pace, Susi iv ws laſs. pleaſed Wb the Pre» 

; 1, cepts, than raviſhed with ihe Promiſes of Gol. 

e,, ß ß TRY 
Is there ſo much Joy in God and his Ways? Then, 
faith the Soul that feels it, I'll not count any Duty bur -:- 
denſome, nor the Exerciſe of any Grace hard, nor any 
Part of Chriſt's Yoke grievous: He commands me whe. 
hath loved me; and whoſe I am, and whom I love. 
(a) Plat. viii. t, 2. ( Phat. cxviii. 28. (c) Pl xliii. 4. 
fa}, cxix. 72. (e) PAL :ix, 10. ( Cant. ii, 4, 5. KC) Cant. 
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mandments is, that my Joy ſhould he full; and alſo 
out of the Reach of Men and Devils; therefore let him 


command what hy will, thoꝰ themoſt e eee © 


Fleſh;turbing Duries; Þwould-faing.therough:his:Grace,: 


ob:y him: And let him. impoſe What. he Wiltzwahether 


Pain, or Sickneſe, o Poterty, Diſgrace, or Boſs. of 
Friends, I would fain, Xhrough (his Grace, ſubmit to 
him. None of bi, Comm. ind: are grie vous to me (a), 
not Self- denial; I delight to ſee myſelf to be nothing, 
and to be all and only in him. O how pleaſant to be 
no more in a Conflict between two Ends, God and Self, 
but to find them both one, the beſt Self. intereſt being 
. * ee EL LAS. e end 0 1 * © 
Nor is the ſour - like Grace of Repentance an unpleas - 
ſant Bxerciſe. I finda ſeriet Satisfaction, when Lum 


ſo kindly affected towards God, as to hate hat he hates, 
and love what he loves. It does me Good at the Heart, 
to find my Soul melting in Sorrow, and diſſolving in 
Fears, for the Offence L have done to :ſuch a great and 
ſuch a good Gt... | TOTAL 


2 Soft 20898. 204041 1 91G 
Norido I count humble Reſignation tothe DiyineWill, : 
an unpleaſant gate of Soul burconranyways,: as tis a 
cteaturely and kind Grace: ſoiit brings mucli Eaſecxo bag. 
Mind ; Where there is no mort any diſputing with God, 
who ſhall have his Will, but this Mattet is ſettled, that 
God's Wil mall ſland, and ſhall reit in it, as being ay 
holy, juſt and good. And O! I never find my Heart 


right placed, ox where it ſhould be, but when cong 


An how delightrfiil;ſaich:2 he: gracious: Soul;2 qs uni- 
verſal Purity of Homn and Life? I never found Peace 


gra. e , ome Sin ebe e 
Iy harboured an neſs! 


. oured and entertained thefe. All che:Darkneſs 
and Deadneſs, alb the Trouble and Niſorder that ever IL. 
found in my Soul, is from ſinful Sin. All the Ways of! 


God are Ways of \Pleaſantnefs,- and alls his Paths Bab! 


of. Peace (b). How great and inexpreſſible is my Satiſ- 
Aion, when 1 find that I behave dutifully to God, 
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He commands me, the Nature and End of whoſe Com- 


ui- 


r 
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9 "The, Sul Progreſs 4% Heaven. 107 
juſtly to Man: and decently to mine own Soul! O how 


220175 Chriſt's ole; and hom light his Burden" (a).! 


Which is ea ed, to ſerye an infinite Number of ſorrow - 
ful Idols (5), or to have the Matter ſettled beyond Il 
further Dilpute, that we ſhall ſerve t Tord, and his 
Voice will w obey? Which is pleaſanteſt, to be toiling 
on in the Drudgety of Sin, when all the Wages that can 
be expected from ſuch a Maſter, is only Hell and Death (c)? 
Or for a Soul, in the Exerciſe of Holineſs and Continu- 
-ance in Well. doing, 0 be 1 for Hondur, Glory, Im- 
mortality aud etttnal Life (a) Haxe not I, ſays the 
Sractous Soul, a delighiful Work of. it; in Compariſon 
of Satan's Slave; of Sin s Drudge ?: Thy; Law is very ho- 
175 O Tbrd, therefore thy Servant louetiꝭ it (e). O that 
I were conform to thy Image; and that n Ways ere 
directed to keep thy Sratutes () ! O that I could ſerve. 
the Lord, and d6 his Will with more Strength and Vi- 
gour, Joy and Alacrity of Spirit! Tig good for me te 
draw ent to God. ' Thy Sratutes ſhall be my Gaun ſellars 
dud 9 Comforiers, in the: Houſe of my Pilgrimage, Abd 
tho rhe: Bleſh ſhould count the Way to Heaven, a high 
Aſcent; yet if the Joy of the Lord be my Strength Fl 


mnMbant in Hope, as: e Wings, Dil e. and: noͤt be 


Jas, PROS UNE be Weary 1 7905 140 0 % 
Lan. Now » the Souls much enlarged 26 ram: i the Way | | 
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1 4 ſo widened; and its Power is fo enlarged, and its 


Affectionb are is: raiſed and ele vate, tliat from this Time 
and forward, through the Grace of God, through the 
Blood of Chriſt, through the: Efficacy of the Promiſes, 


| through the: Virrüe of Faith and the Power of Love, 


Tl go on in exerciſing every Grace, performing every 
- Duty, and reſiſting 215 Sin. Fll be conſcientious in 


having Reſpect x0 all God's Commandnienss, in ſecking 


1 hai of. * its e 7 | 


3 00 Pty Xt. 28. 0 pb. 6. 4. @) "Rs whey (a) Rom, 
ü. 7. 0 fal. exix, 140. (J) Fl. Cxix. 3. (8090 Ia. Al. 3t, 
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 +firſt Place (a), in loving Mercy, doing juſtly, and walk- 
ing bee u my God (6), in LE all Ungodline{s, 
. - and: worldly Luſfts, and living ſoberly, | righteoufly and 
- ſoever Things Are true, whatſoever Things are juſt, what- 
ſoc uer Things are honeſt, ae e ings are vii tuous 
and amiable! (d); III give all Diligence to add to my 
Faith FVertue, toVertue Knowledge, to ee, Tempe- 
rance, to Tempergnce Patience, to Patience Godlineſs, to 
- Godlineſs |Brotherly-kindneſs, to Brotherly kindneſs Cha- 
ry 5 ll count it my very Meat and Drink to do 
the Will of my heavenly Father (): ILIIl ferve him, not 
negligently; but with the beſt Bent of my Heart, and 
the utmoſt Extent of my Power, doing all chat I can 
for che Purity and Power of Godlineſs in myſelf and 
| = others, and for the Glory of God and the Honour of 4 
Chriſt's Kingdom and Intereſt in che World. I'll run che 
whole Compaſs of Duty belonging to me as a Man and 7 
2 a Chriſtian, and look not only to the Matter of my 
Duties, but to the Quality of them... Ill aim, faith the of 
© enlarged Soul, at the very ow je Strains of Grace, even . 
-thar of being rich in Spirituals, and poor in Spirit; that © 
of being lifted up: with Joy, and yet low in Humility; 4 
that of having nothing, and yet as poſſeſſing all Things; 
har of truſting in a hiding or frowning God, and againſt 
Hope rejoicing in Hope; that of brooking willingly to ha 
be deſpiſed for Chriſt's Sake, and. preferring inward * 
| Humility and Sincerity before all the Applauſes of Men;  - 
and that of bearing Affroms, Contempts, and pinching * 
Meceſſities with a calm compoſed Mind; and that of 
Selk. denial, and taking up the Croſs, and followin 
Chghriſt, through Honour and Diſhonour, through good 
Report and bad Report, through the hotteſt. Services Wy 
And hardeſt Sufferings. I'll even labour for the urmoſt ger 
Perfection in Grace. I am: far from having yet attain- 
ed, 'as if I were already 1. 880 but I follow that 1 
may appreheud that for which alſo I am apprehended of 


. "4 po El > oof 5 6 ; 
. Chriſ Jeſus +" I count not myſeif. to have. W elag he 
„% /// (2 ons bo ons 9 
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iv. 8. fe) 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7. () John iv. 3. 0 


fore, 1 pre; tou 
Calling 


haſt loojed my Bonds (a).” | 
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Te Souls Progreſs is thaws, 100 
ür 11 one oy. I do, forgerting thoſe Things that are 
behind, and rea ng forth unto theſe Things that are be. 
the Mark for the Prize of the high 

' God in Chriſt Feſus (a). 1 love the Tord, be- 

pn ot e hath heard my Voice and my Supplications, Be- 
be bath inclined 4 bis Ear' abe me, therefore will L. 

call upon him as long as 1 live. The Sorrows of Death 


compa ſſod me, and the Pains of Hell gat hold upon meg 1. 
Found Trouble and Sorrow. Then called I upon the Name 
of the Lord, © Lord, 1 beſeech thee 4 my Soul. 


Gracious is the Lord and rj hteous, yea, our God is mer- 


ciful. The" Lord preferveth the' ſumple, I was brought 


low and he helped me. | Return unto thy Reft, O my Soul, 
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully wich thee. For thou 
haſt delivered my Soul from Death, mine van! from Tears, 
and my Feet from falling.” I will walk before the Lord 
in the Land of the Living. I believed, therefore have I 
ſpoken, I was greatly affiitted. I ſaid, when I was in 
my Haſte, all Men are Liars. What ſhall I render unto 


ho Lord for all his Benefits towards me. I will take the 


Cup of Salvation, and call upon thi Name of the Tord. 
I will pay my Vows unto the Lord nom in the Preſence of 
all his People: precious in the Sight of (the Lord is the 
Death of his Saints. Ob: Lord, 725 . am thy Servant, 
lam thy Servant,” and the Sow ih apts _ | 


1 
75 


Ly. Thi 2 pr a in . fore 4 ant | 
. aſcending*by ſuch ſure and apt Gradations' ro Heas - 
ven, bis Heart heaves up, and is wholly tuned +6 
. the Eel we tor ace Praiſes of 'G God, and his Grace. 1 

Cen che heavenly Soul cojerher bold in his ſeeret ; 

Senſe of © theſe} Things? Can he ſmother ſuch Heart- 
reviving and Heart-overcoming Meditations? O No, 
no. His Thoughts begin to riſe within him, and to 
ſwell to ſucha Length and Height, as he cannot con 

Have T the certain Proſpeck of beholding the Ger 

of God, of Ranging. _ his Throne, and of being. 
 xqnally, 
© mur Xii. * 00 a. exvi. —16. „ 
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ki | Vt my Heart, and all the Mirth and Joy which 
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. nobleſt: Pleaſures” fetcht from the Acts of 
bot from the Impfeſſions of Senſe? Shall the moſt per- 
fect Sabſtarice- tetch i its 'beſt Pleaſures from that which 
3 4 Ty 's 1 __ +. WE. 44 11 n A K 54 9 — 1 4 wa 4 755 49 
Si 9 J ob xvi. 6, he's | 1 


Propreſs to Haun. hs 111 
Mai, ee hats caſts up very uncouth; and ve- 
ry Itartling. Ever ſince I had a 1 T have been ac- 


cuſtomed to bodily Senſatiols, but Hen Death cometh, 


b1hall drop this Body, and become æ naked Soul: And 


whatever Objets' I take in, whether grateful or diſa- 


agrecable, they mall be received without the Miniſtry 
of an organized Body, and without the Inlet of the 


what makes Death yet more awful, tis àn Entrance in- 


. 
1 


Senſes: And fare wel Wee all corporal Enjoyments. But, = 


to the ey 5 5 World, where the Face of God's Throne 4 


is turned the Soul, and Hell is no mort under a 
Covering (a). Les, tis the Door te Eternity, where 


either tis all Night! or all Dag, an eternal Day ot an 


eternal Night: And ſo Death is the Gate whereby eve . 
ry Soul enters either into an Etetnity in*Heaven, or an 
Eternity in Hell: While the Body for a Time lies cove- 
red with Darkneſs in the Grave, and is ſhivered'i into Duſt, 

Let if Faith be in a lively and 'vigorous' Exerciſe, it 
can ſoon ſcatter theſe Miſts, and diſpel theſe Clouds. 


drop this Body, Jaye tbe Beljever, but what of this? 


Tis only the Body, ich is the Shell and Tabernacle 
of the Soul, Vice * difſolved: For the _ remains un- 


toucht and incorrupt, and takes Its Flight unto Heaven 


and Glory. What Loſs can I be at in ſlipping out from 
2 Body of Corruption? In breaking the Fetters where- 
with my Soul has been ren Be Time entangled? Or i in 
laying do wn a Weighe which did clog and depreſs my 
Saul, e it ed Have: Seen "mounting rowards 
Heaven?” {3 ot 15 ID 
of Tie true, chat! 1 ie 1 ea re. Kei au age 
Enjoyinenics! But what of all this? Were there inde 

no other, or no better Comforts than theſe; Death in- 
deed would lobk f Tim, and have a terrible Aſpect: But 


ho can believe this, that believes he has a Soul, or # 
Subſtance within him, more perfect than his Body? 1E 


ckere be a reaſohable Spirit in a Man, = Go not * 
n, and 


'  diator, and applies them fox Uſe to anſwer all my 


di is more imperfe&? Or ſhall the noble and immortal Spi- 
kit, ſo far degenerate and forget itſelf, as to bow down 


7 * N 5 


Well then, ſays the heavenly Soul, I know here what 
I thould do, and what I would faineft be at in all the 
World. II be training up my Soul, and inuring it to 
_ rational, ſpiritual, and ripped Bute - which: my 
Soul can carry alongſt with it where ever it goes, whe- 


and ſerve the Body for the Pleaſures it relifhes? 


ther in the Body, or out of the Body, and which can 


ſubſiſt after Death. And what be theſe? They are the 
amiable Views, and delightful Contemplations of the 


glorious Excellencies of God, and the blefſed Jeſus : They 


are the Pleaſures of Faith, Love, Hope, Conformity to- 
God, and Acquieſcence in him, ev. 

Sa that I have already ſome experimental Senſe of the 
Way of living happily in the other World. I have been 


accuſtoming myſelf to Divine Meditation, which can fetch 


from far and near all the amiable Perfections of the Dei - 
ty, all the alluring PerfeRions of Chriſt, and all the Glo- 
ries of Heaven, to ruminate upon, and fill me with. ſweet 


SFolace. I have been eſſaying alſo to live by that Faith, 


chat apprehends all the Fulnels of God and of che Me- 


nite Gccaſions. I think I ken ſomething of living in 
Tove to God and the bleſſed Redeemer, and ſweetly ac · 


quieſcing in him as | infinitely amiable and ſatisfying. 
And ſo far as Self denial. takes Place in me, I find no- 


thing more ſweet and pleaſing. to my Mind, than to go 


* * 


| our of myſelf to give Room to Chriſt, that he may Pe 


all in all to my Soul. I find alſo that Dependance on the 


Lord is a pleaſant Poſture of Spirit, being the Soul's ſet- 
ling on that All-ſufficiency that's enough for all the An- 


gels in Heaven. And in a free and voluntary Subjecti- 


- * 


on to God, I find all the Delights of Reſignation to the 
Divine Will. And now being to. go out of this World 


with ſuch Divine Principles in- wrought in me, I know 


boy to live and live happily in the next. Tis in the o- 


make bright Diſcoveries, without the Darkneſs and Heſi - 
|  - tation there is in Unbelief. | My Megitation ſhall then be 


- ? 
„„ 
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| no longer diſtracted with the 


innumerable diverting and 
ſedueing Objects of this Life, bur I ſhalt contemplate the 
Divine Excellencies endlefly in themſelves, and in their 
Communications; where 1 am ſure 1 ſhall ſee enough to 
affect me with Wonder and Tranſport, and Joy for ever. 


Love fhall then be no more in a Contention or Demur 
about different interfering and challenging Objects; for 


there it finds its proper Object, even him who is only 
lovely, and altogether lovely  *Fis then that Self deniaf, i 


that pleaſant Grace, will be in its Perfection: The proud 
| Fleſb, which was the main Thing that did compete; be- 


ing laid in the Grave. And Dependance ſhall there have 
nothing to do, but to live and ſubſiſt immediately on 


the Divine Fulneſs: But the Divine Fulneſs, ſaid 1! what 


can be better? what ſo good? Yea, what elſe can ſerve 
the Turn? And 'tis then, that Fil count it my Meat and 


Drink to ſerve the Lord in a perfect Manner: For there 
the Competitors with the Will of God are no more 3 
Corruption is extirpate; the Fleſh is laid 15 3 the World 

8 me. Ho 


is not; and Devils can never again reac How _ 
pleaſant is the View that a ſanctified Soul may have 
through Death and beyond it! 

' Doth Death undreſs and unclothe me with reſpe@ to 
this Body? Then tis certain, ſays the thinking Soul, I 
ſhall be ood or miſerable in the other World, accor- 


ding te that State of Soul and Temper of Mind, where- 


with I go-out of this. If my Delights and SatisfaQionis 
were confined to Things ſenſible and worldly, that are 
altogether foreign to the Nature of my Soul, and no 
ways adapted to its Exigencies, that would be ſad in- 
deed: For what then would become of me, when a naked 


Soul, and when removed from all corporal Enjoyments? 
But, en the other Hand, ſays the gracious and heavenly 
Soul, fince my Affe ctions are terminate in God, and ſince 
I ſettle my Soul, and place its Happineſs _ in him, here 

there is a Suitableneſs, and here there is a | 
my Soul; enough to entertain, to pleaſe and to raviſh. 
it; which Death, the 'Bereaver of earthly Comforts, can- 

not deprive me off. Let Defires then ſtretch themſelves 
to the utmoſt, there js {till more in God, more in Chriſt, 


ufficiency for 


N more 
' be | 


FFF e 8 ; W 
11 - - ous Train hy 
- More in Heaven than I can find Defires for, And lex 
+ Love, Delight, and Joy ſwell in Height, in Length, in 
Breadth through all Eternity, there is enough in God 
to ſatiate them, without being glutted, and as little dif- 
appointed. VVT 


Again s true, ſaith the Soul, Death enters me into 


LIN 
— 


the inviſible and unknown World: But why was I plan- 
ted in this World, but in order to be tranſported into 
the next? And ſhould not the World I go to, have more i 
of my Heart, than the World I leave? I know not di- 
ſtinctly the inviſible Regions, but the Lord Emmanuel 
zs gone into that Country, and is Governor of that 
neo nent 7 on ear brit gt” 
+ 'Tis-rrue again, faith the Believer, and which is moſt 
amazing, Death enters my Soul into Eternity: And this 
is a Breadth I can never fathom; a Length I can never 
' reach, a Depth I can never dive. O Eternity! Eterni- 
ty! what ſhall I compare thee unto? Eternity is a Begin - 
ning without any Beginning, Middle or End: Or a Be- 
ginning always beginning, never nearer the Middle, or 
nearer the End. But alas! Apprehenfion is dazled, and 
Invention is aſtoniſhed, when I would ſearch into Eter- 
Nity! But O amazing, ſwallowing-up Eternity, tho? I 
-- cannot comprehend, - yer may I never forget thee! O 
tßbat thou wert written in à Book, and grauen With. a 
den of Iron in the Rock for eder! And O that my Heart 
were the Book, and my Meditation were the Iron pen: 
Eſpecially when Pleaſure fanneth, or the Fleſh rebelleth, 
But is ſo long an Eternity before me, and Death ſo 
certain, and ſo near me? Then why, O my Soul, 
wouldſt thou ſer up Reſt on this Side of Jordan; What's 
a Minute to Rternny ? What's thy: ſhort Punctilio of 
Time, to an endleſs Duration? And what are all the ſnett 
Pleaſures of Time to Eternal Joys? Is Death an Eu- 
trance into an Eternity? What's thycproper Work, 0 
my Soul, and thy main Buſineſs, hut by the Exerciſe 
ve Prayer, Meditation, Repentance, Faich, Love, Hea - 
CVVT F396) FP thy. foo 125 S venlyz | 
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de Sous Progreſs io Heaven, 115. 


| venly-mindedneſs, exc. to. be trimming, preparing and 


frring up chyſelE for a bleſſed and\happy lere 
W as if it were an Un. friend Land, or 

thou wert Way: ward from it? Nay rather haſte and 

make ready, and God ſend thee good Speed to a bleſs - 
%% dd a ns 
Have I the delightful Proſpect of entering by Death 

into an en Oh! I greatly complain, there 
is ſo little longing for Heaven! 4 do deſire a Right to 
Heaven, arid che Poſſeſſion of irs Glory, and all that 
Righteouſneſs,” that's neceſſary to inherit that everlaſting 
Kingdom (a): But alas! how dully, heavily and heart- 
leſsſy! For if croſſed in worldly Affairs, or ſurprized 
with Loſſes, to be told of Heaven's Happineſs, how 
ſmall is the Comfort it affords! I find Nature fayour- 


ing itſelf,” loving the World, abhoring Death, and, in, 
: N. 0E | 


_ Tome Meaſure, oath ro enter. even into a happy Eter- 
nity. O that it were otherwiſe wich me! O that I were 


more mindful of Heaven, and more fitted for its Glo- 


O that 1 had a greater Reliſ of its Joys! 1 put up 
my Petitions unto thee, O God: I make my Moan and 
. utito thee, O Lord. O make me know in 
myſelf, what Heaven is. Give me ſuch an experimen- 
ral Senſe of it, as may be in me Begwn-glory : That not- 
withſtanding my Reſpects to the Body and Love toa 
natural Life, I may entertain the Summons of pale 
Death, not only côntentedly and willingly, but alfo 
cheerfully and joy fully, as being but a dark Paſſage to 
the Land of Light (6), and a troubleſome Paſſage ro the 
Land of Raſt (c): Which Paſſage and which Foord the 
bleſſed Redeemer hath gone, and paſſed before me, who 
Ly Death hath deſtroyed Death, and him that had the 

Power of it, that is the Devil (d): And having by Death 
n deadly Wounds, hath van ulbed Hell 
and; opened the Gates of Heaven. Therefore, ſays the 
Believer, Though 1 walk through the 75 the Shas 

dow Death, 1 wilt frar na Evil (. Why? Becuute | 


wi 
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ookeſt thou but at a Diſtance to Eternity? Way 7 
aS1 "oy 


= 4 1 * "Mw Tavellr: . 5 
be is n me, who is the firſt and the 11 and that 
 tiveth and was dead, and behold he is alive for ever: 
. 5 Amen ; and hath "he Keys of Hell and of Daun (a) 


* LVL The Silica aQually es che the Fol of Death, 
ud getting through his EA Cs key | 


x Now the Believer enters into er Liſt wich his laſt E. 
_-:. nemy, Death, and feels a hard Conflict with the ſame, 
| bur yer comes off victorious in the Iſſue. Many pen- 
* fire 2 may caſt up in his Mind; yet, if Faith be 
1 it can diſpel all the melancholy Clouds that Death 
5 | draw over the Soul, which may find him in ſuch 
E and ſometimes in ſuch a Confli of Thoughts 
1 fee, is coming hard, and what fatal de- 
55 Les Work will it make ! But, 0 my Soul, ſaith the 
. clever, tis not mine immortal Spirit which is breath- 
ed in me from the Almi hey, not is it the Work of 
| | Grace, i implanted by 5 8 irit of God, that is deſtroy- 
ed by Death; tis only the "Work of Sin and the Work 
.of Saran in the Soul. As for the Body, it hath no Life 
of its own, and it is ojly taken down to rear it up a more 
| refined glorious Bod * 
0 4 0 hath already prevailed upomt tbe N of 
my Conſtitution and Frame: The Legs tremble, the Arms 
Hate, the Nerves ſhrink with paralytick Motions. O 
y Soul, be content 125 this, 9 it be with thy own 
| Conſent to depart from thy Body; 1 tis better to be 
abſent from the Body 1 ark to blen from the Lord, 
and the Believer while abſent from the Body, is lhe hy 
- with the Lord (H). Thou knows the Lord hall 
8 and my Salvation for ever (c). | 
wat Head is already hanging down, and falli ing ds 
O my Soul, bow hy Head willingly, and give up | 
thy Ghoſt — 4 the Hands of thy Redeemer, and t 
nl ſhalt again lift up thy Head with Joy. in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Glory f. is to be revealed, and lift up 
thy Face to God about Spot and without Fear (4). 
(a) Rev. i. 17. 19. * : Con. v. * ( 9 Fial. Xvi 1. d) Job 
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de Sowl's Progreſs to Hauen. 117 
Ab my Sins and Tranſgreſſions! there is nothing diſs ?:. 
quiets, wn ſo much as . But, O my Soul, is 1 Rf 
the. Blood of Chriſt that-cleanſeth from all Sin (a) The _ 
Lord hath dealt graciouſly with thee to humble thee, 
and renew thee, and draw thee to a hearty Accepration _ 
of Chriſt as a Saviour, and a fincere Reſignation to him 
as thy Prince and Lord; and, by a fiducial Apprehen?n 

ſion of Chriſt's Merit, thou art wrapt in his Righteounſ . 
neſs, and art ſenſible: the Power of Sin is broken, and 
the Pollution thereof is purged away; Why art thou then 
caſs down, O my Soul, or gi reg within met Hope: _ 
thou in the Lord, for thou ſhall yet praiſe him, who is 
the Health f thy Cduntenance and thy God (b). For 
who ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of God's Eletf. ? 
ſince God hath juſtified, and Chriſt hath died, and hath 
riſen from the dead, and maketh Intetceſhon for us (c). , 
. My natural Spirits are ſunk and gone, and ſit bea vi- 
ly on my Soul. Why, O my Soul, the Organ of the 
Body muſt loſe its Temper and Tone before the immor- | 
tal Soul can withdraw from it: But there are Promiſes 

ſufficient Cordials for Souls, particularly, that he llgire 

Power unto the Faint, and to him that hath no Might: | 
increaſe Strength (q. 
: Tam departing out of the Land of the Living, Miſtake EE 

: not, O my Soul, tis but a dying Life, or a living Dean 

ö thou goes from, and tis an immortal happy Life thon 

„ ee where they live to God, and live in his Pre- 


ſence, and where they ſhall not die any mor e 2 nel: 
Ian to fland immediately before the awful enlighten. 

e Tribunal of God, why is of purer Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity. Well, O my Soul, Chriſt who bath loved _ 
5 :;thee, and waſhed thee in his Blood, will preſent thee 
I there, got having Spot or Wrinkle, ar any ſuch Thing, 


> = int holy and wit e eee VVVVVFFFP © 
Ian now turning pale and ghaſtly te look an. Bur, 

i hats» Soul, ce thy Body that is ſo, and it ſhall be 4 

- || raiſed 10 an eternal vigorous Vivacity: As for thyſelf, 

| d Ta rr © 


* 
5 
1 


i ee 33 | LIES | | 
(01 John. 7, ( Pfl. Ali. 5. () Rom. vill. 33, 34. 
> if @ i Al. 29. (e) Luke Au. 38. Rev. xxi. 4. Cf) Rev. 1. f. 


1 


453 2 
N 6 F 8 
4 


* 


thou ſhalt endo 4 in the: Ca LAH of b Holde 
from the Womb of the Morüing, when thou comes 
forth from thy Body, and art brought forth as a new 
Creature in the heavenly Regeneration (a)). 


Dar kneſs i; pow couering mine Eyis, and the Shadows: | 
f Dearth. ſir, deum upon them. But, O my Soul, com- 


Plain not if Death cloſe thine Eyes üpon the Light of 
_ the Sun, Moon and Stars, ſinee it opens thy Soul to be- 


hold the Light af God's Gountenance and the Glory of 


his Face, in Compariſon of which, the Sun of che Fir- 
mament is as Darkneſs; What Need have they of the 
Eight of the Sun or Moon, when the Glory of God 


doth lighten all in Heavens: and the. Lamb"; is the. bacon 


Senn ( . > 42 5 1 Ni 

the Lord 3 into Julgment adith Io: 1 hoes 
- Jaftified.:. True, O my Soul 
he Tribunal of Juſtice, but is there not a Throne of 
Grace erected by Chriſt for the free Juſtification of a 
returning 9 O my Soul, haſt thou not fled per 
the Throne ef Mercy, and believed in Chriſt: for Re- 
miſſion af: Sin? Haſt thou not (thoꝰ alas thy many Sins 
and Im perfections) lived habitually in the Love of God, 
in the 2 of Grace, and in Conformity to the 
Divine Will 2 And this could never have been wrought 
in thee, O my Soul, without a vital Union with Chriſt, 
and a Day Chis! Power. And are there any in Hell ſo 
affected to Chxiſt and related to him? Will that Soul be 


ſent to the Pit, eee is no Redemption, chat 


harh Med: under the s of the: Mediator, and hath 
turned unto God With all his Heart, and is breathing 
ther Heart brit and Life-purityj:yea the neareſt Con- 
formiry to God, his Natute; Image and Will, and would 


21 Heurt ales and:yroans.: Why, O my Soul; when 


% preſent in the Body and abſent — che Lord, thou muſt 


groan ©, { ys N Souls; 9 forth our of 


thy 
"@) Pal. c. Cx. 55 Mare, 1 Aix. 28. ® 14 5 23. (c) Cor. v. 2 
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dul, thou cannot be juſtiſied at 


fain lead Sts Liſe; and ſpend its Time. and Eternity in the 
| Preſence of the Lord? No, the Judge of all the Earth 

will certainly do right, do according to his own Con- 
 Situtioh of Grace in the All- ſu ficient mf, 4 
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gy Py rei to an: _ 
W ahi and then thou art in Immanuel's Lind where 
there is no ſinning, and ſo chere Lan de no Gghing or 5 
e e for war 1611 £67 * 

Death is à ſolitary path; e ates! a whale 


" Ye Jonl's P 


en Diets) Say not (fo, 0 my Soul; thou art not left . 


alone, for whew thou walkeſt in the Valley of the Sha. 


ub of - Death, Chriſt is with thee (a). Death is none 
of theſe dark dry ſolitary Places, where only the Diſmal 
haunt: Tis a Path beaten by all before you: The beſt 


that ever lived have entred * paſſed through that Val. 


ley; yea the Son of God hath paſſed it. So that when 


dying, thou art: bur in the Paths which — Prince of 
Life hath trodden, who hath gone through this dead 
Sea, and prepared me, een, this e into the 
gs Canaan. R 163 2 1 n 12 
My Lips quiver, my Todgue faulews and 4er to loſe 
its Speech.” Bur, O my Soul, when brought up into the 


higher Temple, every one there ſpeaks of his Glory (bY. 


And bleſſed are they that dwell in that Upper-tiouſez 
for there they ever praiſe the Lord (%.. 


110: what' Trouble and pain do I fad in every tp of 


the Soul's Efforts to depart” from itt Body. But, Om 
Sun endure all the Struggle with rags N 
and a heavenly Magnanimity of Spirit. wm ſhould 
nat An Heir rech- ern willing to take Poſſeſſion of 
his Country, an — wie ſtitch apes tek all the Labours' and 


: Difficulties in the 


A cold Sweat 1s N my Blood and Gren Butz 
Om my Soul, mind thy Saviour, who while in the open 
Air; and on the cold Ground; and when it was far in 
the Night, did ſwear, bearing our Sinns, great Werdet of 


Blood Falling to the Ground (a4). CLIN? 


Death is Pivging my Heart. Say not ſo, 0 V Soul; 
d that Death ns thy Heart; but it was Chriſt thy 
daviour that did ede its Sting. He who is Prince of 
Life encountred Death; when armed with che flaming 
Sword of Juſtice, When ſharpened with a deadly Stin = 
bone ror with the dreaifurs men ah 55 ba 'A 
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1 20%f;0ö Zion's Nn, , 
no Death having wreck'd its Spite, and left its Sting 
in Chriſt as Surety for his People, what is the real Hurt 


of it? Tis only as a bitter Potion, a medicinal Pain 
harp indeed, bur for the eternal Health and Happineſs 
of the ca And thou mayſt ſay, O Death where is thy 
"1+ ao: gning ent; of the Werl. Wha World, O my 
Soul, art thou leaving? ls it not a World of Vanities 

and Vexations; a World of ſerious Sorrows and vain 
Comforts; a World of Cares, Burdens and Troubles; 
a World of empty Hopes, and certain Diſappointments; 


a World of much Labour in running, fighting and ſtri- 


ving for the Crown; and of yet greater Diſtreſs in find - 


ing we are not ſo ſucceſsful as we: would, And what 
| is the great Odds between ſtanding 30 or 500 Years ga- 


Ling on the Theatre of this World, when all that is got - 
ten by it, is but ſeeing the ſame Things ſo much the 


oſtner; for Providence walks much in the ſame Circle, 
ans Nature has much the ſame Face through all Ages. 


V hat Loſs art thou at then in being- tranſlated to a ber- 
ter World, where they ate now triumphing, while thou 
art fighting ;, now finging, while thou art Gighing ; and 
_ where they have no Need of the Sun, Moon or Stars; 


the Light of God's Countenance, which is the bright and 


Sunny ſide of Providence, being turned upon them for 


I I find myſelf unable to bear up under Death's heavy Hand, 
. or to ſtand under it: eee But, O my Soul, thou 
canſt cry, Lord Jeſus, be preſent with me dying; Lord 
* Jeſus, ſupport me agonizing; Lord Jeſus, comfort me 
 "ighing; Lord Jeſus, receive me expiring. Thou canſt 
ſtay thyſelf on Chriſt, thy Light and Salvation, and the 
Strength of thy Heart and Life 0). Thou haſt been 
oing up through this Wilderneſs | 


| s (c) leaning on thy 


_» Time Enjoyments now ceaſe. Not all the Enjoyments, 
O my Soul, chou met with in Time will or can-.ccaſe. 
?Tis in Time thou haſt enjoyed ſweet Communion with 
jj po 072 2 B000P 

(a) 1 Cor. xv. 55. (5) Ffal, xx: ii. 1. (c) Cant. viii. en 
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de Soul's Progreſs to Heaven, 127 
| Jehovah and the Lamb: 'Tis in Time thou haſt bad ma- 


a 4 ſweer Hour in drawing near to thy God, and thy 
blefſed Redeemer, wherein there hath been Trong and 


pleaſant Outgoings of thy Heart towards him, and a 


1 
7 


* - 
# , 
* 


ſweet Satisfaction in ſtaying thyſelf upon him. Nothing 


of this can Death bereave thee of; for who can ſeparate 
us from the Love of God, neither Death, nor Liſe, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things pre. 


ſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any 
other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from tbe Love 


of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord (a). So that, 


my Soul, all thy ſpiritual Enjoyments thou takes with 


| thee to the other; World, are there perfected for ever. 


"Tis only then, the Enjoyments that were to ſerve but 


for a Time that now ceaſe, when Time ſhall be no lon- 


ger, and when there is no more Occaſion for them. 


O hard Mreſtlingꝭ and violent Pangs But O my Soul, 
doſt thou ſuffer any Agonies and Pains like choſe of ſe - 


* 
- 


— 


* 
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ſus Chriſt; when he grappled with the Wrath of God, : 


and the Powers of Darkneſs, and the Sorrows of Hell 
compaſſed him about, and who, notwithſtanding of ' 
his having the Fulneſs of the Deity to ſupport him, the 


Miniſtry of an Angel to ſtrengthen him, and the Aſſu- 


- rance of Victory to rewe, z was amazed and 
ſorrowful even unto Death (5), 


Deat! and all this he ſuffered 
for thee, it was all to deſtroy the Power of Death, and 


ſay, That to die is gain (c). 


*My Breathing is making great Stops and Pauſes, "tis. 


to make it tolerable, yea profitable, and that thou mayſt 


near ceaſing. But O my Soul, tis not the Air thy Bo. 


dy draws in, bur the vital Breath of che Father of Ste 


rits that is thy Life, and thy Air, and thy Element. If 


the Spirit of Chriſt, which is the Spirit of Life, be in 


thee, thou ſhalr live and breathe in the Air of Glory: 
And without this a Soul, were it even in the midſt of 


IJ am ro-make my Appearance among the glorious An- 


gels, Archangels, Cherubims, Seraphims: How unfit am 


| (a) Rom. viii. 33, 34. (6) Mar. xiv. 33. Ce) Philip. i, 21. 


/ 
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Heaven, would pant and gaſp in the Throws of eter- 
nd int aff / . 


T to be ſeen 1.675 15 4 . e Pe Fw * 
Company! But, thou art cloathed with the 
Righteouſneſs of Chalk 0 the Son of God, and therefore, 

. thou art clear as the Sun, and fair as the Moon{a), and 
may. lift up thy Face. os the glorious Cherubimas and 

ſhining Seraphims without Fear. 

' "My Heart is now failing me. But, O my Soul, Goa | 
not the Lord ſaid, He will never leave thee nor forlake. : 
thee (b), and that when. Heart and Strength. faileth,, God. 
is 6 e of thy Heart, and Portion for euer (c 

loſing my Body, an * Patt of me, yen, as. 

1 her e But, O my Soul, Haſt thou much Reaſon 
to regrete the parting with. that which bath ſe. much 
incumbered thee, yea. defiled thee? Is it not the Body, 
and its Appetites, that hath.ſo much muted-the Wings 
of the Soul when it ſhould have been ſoaring up war 4 . 
and Heavenwards on the. 79 „ 5 Faith and q 9 8 f 
Hath it not been the Intereſt of the Fleſh, that hath com · 
peted many a Time with the more pa Intereſts of 


Te the Spirit? Hath it not been as a very imperious Handmaid, 


to the Soul, when it ſhould have cn. commanded, by 
it? . Hach it not cauſed often a ſinful Diviſion. of the 
Heart berween God and the. World? And beſides, thou 
doſt not loſe it, but 7 xis with it only for a Seaſun; as 
a Perſon lays by 5 ſtrument he hath. no Uſe. for at 
preſents or puts off a. Shoe that pinches him: And thou 
ſhalt meet with it again a glorious. Body, and more Ar: 
ted to be a Companion to an immortal Pirit. 1 
Tube Momane of Diſſolution is at Hand, when. y Soul 
* 1 ont of Time intoEternity : This is a thaughi ful, Change... 
; it 1s, O my Soul; but mind that the Word of God. 
calls it by the ceable and ſweet Term of Awakniz 
When 1 8 the Plalmiſt (4), I NN wie 
Fed with thy. Likeneſs.. The Life here in 
Dream, where all is acted by, e in the 1 ow 
let the Soul depart, tis awak out ot this Dream, 
and hath no Occaſion for the Images of Objects paint: 
cd in ahbe e Ges. tis. HOW: ee till 
1 4. +. OW. 
© Cane. vi. 10. ® Heb, xiii. . 0 rat uu. Ali. 26. 000 Pal. 
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God as he is (a). 


it thou haſt put on the Lord Jeſus {b), if Joithed with 
Immortality (c), if covered with our Houſe which is 
from Heaven (49. if beautifſied with the Graces of the. 
Spirit of God, i made all glorious within, and brought 


| Needle-work(e). Say not thou art naked, when ſo well 
„ adorned with all the Embrotderies of Heaven. 


haſt thou before now found thyſelf, 
golden Hours, when retiring NG the \ orld to be in- 
ward with God, and being Tefincd from Earth, and ele- 


and a Wworſhippi Poſture ar his Throne; ; and when 
thou couldſt not by Words make another underſtand, 


Goodneſs and eternal Holineſs; and what Heaven-like 
We chou experienced 1 in deep Humility, Self-denial, Ab- _ 


in a ſepatate gracious Soul, and thou may ken ſome- 
what how it will find irfelf, 


-thou ſee the Need of this, even MAE Soul lodged 


| er, iii. 2. en., xiii. 14 (6) 2 Cor. v. C7 Hic. 


op "Oe SouP's P, 4 fo „ ven. . 123 
now, chroughly awake to ſee every Thing as it is, and 


1 am preſently # db toad; Say not fo, 0 Soul, 


into the ade of the King's Preſence, in Raiment of 


How ſhall I find myſelf, when a 5 Nb How 
Soul, intheſe 


vate in thy Spirit above earthly and carnal Things; thou 
couldſt nor raph what inward Satisfaction thou hadſt 
in a high Complacency in God, fervent Love to him, 


what Pleaſure and Pelectation thou felt in the profound 
Veneration of eternal Wiſdom, eternal Power, eternal 


1 n of Mind from the © World, 5 above corpo- 
real Senfations, and a thankful praiſeful Frame Arte. 
. God. Think on theſe, and confider them, as perfected 


Ny Soul is now going out of my Hande. What? my 
Souls ſpeak not ſo; for if thou means it was maintain- 
ed and upheld by thee, it was never in thine on Hands, 
nor had thou ever any Support but the immediate Hand 


of God. One Body may bear up another, but a Spitit 
can have no Stay bur God; nor can any Thing ſnpply 9 
it, whether it be without or within a Body, but the F 

neſs of God the Father of Spirits. And haſt thou not 


re now committed thy Spirit unto God? Did not 


In 


) Pfal. xlv. 13, 4 


„ £05 Tame, of, 
in thy Body; and didſt thou not ſay, Bleſſed Redeemer, 
I commit all that relates to me, in Time and through 
Eternity, into thy Hands, and I am perſuaded, thou 
wilt keep the Truſt I commit to thee (a). 

. - My Body is left in Death's Hands. Say rather, O my 
Soul, that thy Body remains in Death's Territories, and 
only in ſuch Territories thereof as belong to Immanuel's 
* - Tpecial Empire and Kingdom, who is the Firſt and the 


85 Taſt, and was dead and is alive, and behold he 1; eth 


for ever more, and bath the Keys of the inviſible World, 


and of Death (5). And ſo rhe Day will come, that ali 


that are in the Grave ſhall hear his Voice, and theſe that 
4 Body will now turn loathſome to look at, and 
Aiſſolve into the Duſt, But, O my Soul, hath nor the 
earthly Houſe, of thy Body been but a ſmoaky one? 
"How often have the Fumes of indwelling Concupiſcence 
made thine Eyes to guſh with Tears? And has it not 
deen a very ſtrait and narrow Lodging to the Soul, 
cauſing many a Time great Preſſures and ueber | 
upon thy ee hath it not been but a dropping 
Cottage at beſt; one Defluxion coming down after ano- 
ther from the weak diſtempered Head? And now thou 
layeſt it down, and with it all Principles of Corrup- 
tion, Mortality and Diſorder, and ſhall rake it up again 
at the ReſurreQion, ſpiritual and incorruptible, and re- 
ceiving an uninterrupted Influence of Life, Health, and 
- vigorous Immortality from Chriſt the great Head and 
Lord: For, tho' ſown in Corruption, it ſhall be raiſed 
in Incorruption ; tho' ſown in Weakneſs,- it ſhall be 
raiſed, in power; tho' ſoun in Diſhonour, it ſhall be 
- Taiſed in Glory; tho' ſown a natural Body, it ſhall be 
' raiſed a ſpiritual Body (d); and tho' laid down a vile 
Body, it ſhall be raiſed and made conform to the glori- 
adus Body of Chriſt (e). And what Loſs is there in all 
D O the ſharp Conflict in the extreme Moment But, O 
my Soul, if this be a great, it is the laſt Coun WP | 
: + » N 0 . N a e 
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WTDyue Soul's Progreſs to Heaven, © 125 


che laſt Enemy, Death, and it is but a Moment, and then 
thou ſhalt be beyond all Conflicts for evet; for there 
ſhall be no more death (a). Didit not thou, O my Soul, 


many a Time, when groaning* under the Body of Sin 
and Death, own before the Lord, that if a ſharp Rod 


e neceſſary for promoting the Work of Mortification, _ 


thou wouldſt be farisfied that the Lord ſhould lay this 


Spirit, and the fitting t 


on thee, for the, killing of Sin, che purifying vf thy 
| | I thee more to the ſerving of God 
here; and the Enjoyment of him hereafter, rather than 


be fo oppreſſed with the Power and Importunity of 


thy Cortuption? And now art thou not willing to en- 
dure this ſhort, tho? ſharp Conflict, * when ſo near the 


Crown, and where there ſhill be no more Sin, and _ 


where hjs Servants ſhall ſerve him (b) in the moſt per- 


Joy of our Lor 


fe& Manner, and have Communion with him as they 


would? Doth ir not comfort thee that this is the laſt 


Combat, and the Crown is at Hand, the laſt tem- 
8 and the delectable Haven is near, tlie 
ſt⸗ painful 2108 and now there is entring into ts 
I am taking Farewel of all Friends. Say not ſo, Omy 
Soul: Thou arr going to the beſt Company, and to thy 


% 


beſt Friends, even to God thy Father, to Chriſt thy 
Elder Brother, the beſt Friend that ever poor Souls had; 


thou art going where there are Angels and Arch- angels, 


theſe benign Beings that have ſo often miniſtred to 
thee here; where are Prophets and Apoſtles, on whoſe 


Boctrine all de e are built; where are Martyrs, 
Confeſſors, an 


all holy Men that have died; and where 
there are no: ſeparate Intereſts or unhallowed Diſputes 
to cool their Love; and where are all thy natural Re- 


lations that have died in the Lord. Thou doſt not then, 


O- my Soul, loſe thy Friends, but goes to the Place 


appointed alittle before them, where thou art gathered; 


| Soul, when thou retires frog: the, ay The Soul can. 


nor to the Congregation of. the Dead, but of the 


Living. . . 


* My Heart breaks, fails, dies. It will be ſo, O my 


(a! Rev Xi. 4. ©) Rev;-xxit, 3. (c) Matth. - xxy, 23. 
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not live. any 3 in a Body, or in the 1 cart of a 
when tis gone from it. an is the Soul that lives i in 


"the. art, and a Soul can have 0 Perception or Con- 
ſciouineſs or Motion ina Heart when it has retired from 


the ſame, It muſt carr 4 anagre: Perceptions and 


it. unto the Throne of God, 


Selſ. activity alongſt wi 
Hg 18 Threſhold i into the inviſible 


; when 3 it. _ unto him ( 


I am now Hepp. 
World. C og, 105 155 my Soul; the 
. be 2700 thy Spike: £21k IT ive his 


1 5 may car · 


| 2 thou hal pol aan me, 72 5 God e Truth GY 


ord 3 receive my. 1 2. ; 1 know in 155475 1 


bros fry Times Ten Wee. * 4 before in r f 5. 
I haye not ſeen that fait and —— ompany that 
and about the Throne, with the Fat in the midſt of 
them, and ut Hinging the Song of Moſes and the 
Lamb(g); but I take his Word for it, who is the 


Amen, — 2 and true Witneſs, that the Regions. 
of Glory are g 


ood and delectable 1 N I xeſt in. 
the Accompliſhment of his Promiſes; and here I de- 
oy my Life, my Soul, my All in bis Hands; for the 
ay allo I leave a8 a Pawn, Pledge, and Truſt in m 4 


emer's Hand, to take it up again another Day wi 


Advantage; for 1 know [he Faithfulneſs wales and I know 


the All-lufficiency of: the e * Ne 
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| The bowls now.r reach 
1 not incloſed 172 a. ſurrounding G without any 
active Principle from within to corre — — to that hap - 
y Place, but it hath vital ſelf moving Principles in it, 
that, cievate and adapt i wr Its s bigh Enjo „ a If che 
1 ate Soul Mere à dead and ſenſeleſs Thing, it could 
apt he in any of the ketren os There is 22 5 
in a all his Glory: But if no living Principle 
in ĩtſelf, it could lac no more Pleaſure in kg Glory 
of God, than a Stone can find in the tneis of the 
Sun. In Heaven there: is Chriſt and 3 I” his Fulneſs ; 
But if there is no internal vital Principle, there is ns 
Senſe of Wants, and ſo. no taking in of the Mediator x 
Fulneſs. In Heaven there are Rivers of Pleaſures © Bus 
if there is no active conſcious Power in the Soul, there 
could be no opening of the, Heatt to receive them. 
The proper Notion of Life is Self Kong, and. Feeling 
of the ſame, with Perception of Objects and Enioy- 
ments ſuitable. And the Difference between che naturkl 
and ſpiritual Liſe in a Man, lies in this, that in the one 
chere is no Principle of Activity, but a Man's own Soul, 
whereas in the other che. Spirit of Chriſt is the ani- 
mating and aGuating Principle (a). 
Hence the, great active vital Power in all the glo- 
xiſied Saints, making up their happy eternal Life, is the 
eternal Spirit of Chriſt etefnally dwelling in them. 
What Souls are to Bodies, That is ” Chriſt to all the ble 
ſed Souls, the very Soul and Life of them. Tis as 
rue in Wee as on Kat., that tis not ſo much op 


5's us chat will 1 the Eertectien of 7 mot is ; Nat 5 


23 „ 


@ Joha ii. 36. 0 e R 


43 un Traveller: Or, 


735 and chat he ig 7 epreſented as the Tree of Life in the mid}. 


of the Parathife of God (4);"Mcmand Angels too, being 

as ſo many Branches receiving Life from him; And it 

| cannot. have leſs than this, great Meaning, when he 

|  Prays that Believers may at length, When they behold 

his and his Fathers Glory, be all ohe in the Father and 
3s the Son, as the Father and the' Son are One (C). "Tis. 

ETMMANUEL that fills all in Heaven witk immortal Viva- 

_ ciry. He is the Light and Life of that higher Houſe, 
and his ſweet and lively Influences; communicate there 
to the full, raiſe all the heavenly Inhabitants to tlie 
C and eternal 
1 l i ,, . t 
And, O what a Flow of Delights and loyd will come 
into the Glorified's Mind upon ſuch a Perception and 
Reflection as this, that tis the Spirit of God, the Spi- 

Tit of Emmanuel, that is the active Principle of all 
: end 4 8 yea the ſelfꝰ moving Principle of Life in 
t m £> 23%", 14 hs 4.4 ke + Kanne 2 9 n ag 1 14 
And here we may ſuppoſe che bleſſed Spirit to have 
ſuch joy ful Reviews of this, as theſe: Deth the Spirit 
of Chriſt, as che Spirit of Glory, reſt upon me? Doth 
the eternal Spirit of the Son of God dwell in ſuch a 
Soul as mine hath once been? O wonderful! This is 
the Soul where once Satan's Seat was, where once the 
Prince of Darkneſs had his Throne. This is the Soul 
where Luſis, innumerable Euſts, Where Idols, a Mut 
ritude of Idols, where Zim and Ochim, where Devils 
and Dragons, and Satyrs once had their Dwelling. And. 
now, is ſuch a Spirit cleanſed, purged, and -madè ready 
ro be an eternal Habitation for dhe Spirit of Chriſt * 
O amazing Grace! While Sin and Satam had me in 
Poſſeſſion, and did lord over me, my Soul then was 
covered in Darkneſs, and lay buried in Death, and 
gloomy Horrors were its Dwelling: But now hath ijt 
not only enter d into the Seat of 155 Life and Joy, 
but the very Pun of Light, Life and Joy, hath enter d 
into it, to keep Poſſeſſion of it, and this for 2 8 
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. The Sous Progreſs io Heaven. 129 
Eternity itſelf is not too long for the Contemplation _ } 
and Adoration of ſo much Ge! „„ | 

Another ſweet Thought, we may ſuppoſe, the glorifi- 
ed Saint to have upon this. Doth the Spirit of Ems + 
manuel not only inhabite me, but animate me as ano- 
ther Soul, or another Self in me, then the Principle 
of this happy Life muſt be of vaſt Comprehenſion and 
Activity; then the Fountain of it is perennial; then the 
cad of the vital Streams of the celeſtial Life can ne- 
ver run dry: There is no Hazard now from the Mu- 
tability of a created Will, or the Defectibility of created 
Grace; fince tis not our Spirit but a better Spirit with» 
in us, that is the Principle of our bleſſed Immortality 
and eternal Life, O Grace, eternally immutable! O 
Love, eternally inexpreflible! 7 06055. "bh 
Another ſweet and delectable Thought of a glorified 
* upon this View of its State, may be this. Doth 
the living and vivifying Spirit of the Son of God unite 
himſelf ſo cloſely and intimately to me, as that neither 
Sin, nor Satan, nor the World, nor Death, nor Self, _ 
nor any other Thing, can interveen between me and 
Chriſt, the very Soul of my Soul: O but this makes 2 
vigorous Immortality, and a vivacious. Eternity! Tis 
not any created Power that's my Stock and Strength, 
to bear me out through Eternity in a joyful vigorous 

Sprightlineſs: For if io, the Subject might walte, the 

active Principle might decay, and its Activity fail; but 
if it is the permanent vital Energy of Chriſt's Spirit that 
is my Fountain, Spring, and Principle of Life, I am 
able.now, not only to ſuſtain the exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory, but alſo to correſpond to the ſame in 
an eternal ſwtable vigorous Activity. O Raprures, Rap- 
. rures for evermore! Is the Spirit of my Lord and Sa- 
viour not only a living, but a Life-giving Principle in 
me; yea not only a Lite-giving Principle, but my ve- 
ry Life itſelf, the very eternal Life of my eternal Life: 
What high Emotions of Love, Joy, Praiſe, Wonder, 
and Admiration will this raiſe in the heavenly Inhabi- 
| rants! Even ſuch, as were there any Thing beyond _ 
)))). ß ' bent Raptures | 
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Raptures and Tranſports, yet it could not 'exprefs or 


repreſent their great inconceivable and ineffable Toys. 
In the next Place, Another effential Part of the blel- 
ſed Immortality and Eternal Life, which the glorified 


Soul is poſſeſſed of, is the Divine Nature wrought in 
them Gd, and perfected, and preſerved perfect, through 


a conſtant Communication with the Spirit of Chritt; 


whereby as Chriſt lives in that Soul, ſo alſo it hath a 
Life of its own, and native Powers and Principles of 
its own, to make it eternally active and lively in the 


Air and Element of Glory. It hach nothing now in 
all its Frame to make it indolent or drouty or lazie; 


nothing in all its Conſtitution that hath the leaſt Af; 
finity with Death, or any Shape or Image of Dea ch. 


In that perfect Regeneration tis now wholly Spirit, 
an active Spirit, a fprighily Power, or rather an in- 


-ceflant Activity and Action in all that's great, good and 


Joyful. In Heaven there 5s à full Sight of the unvail'd 


of God, a full Intuition of the Glory of all his 
Ci perfect Nearneſs to all the Mediator's 
the Rivers of Pieaſures and Delights 
Fruition of the fame, chere is a Spirit, à Divine Prin- 
Ciple within them, elevating them to the Perception of 


ſuch heavenly Divine Objects, and acting in the Enjoy- 


ment of them with Vigour, Joy and Tranſport. 
And O What a Source of Joys and Delights will the 


| glorified Soul find upon every Thought of this! 


Here is a Soul that was low, creeping and grovelin 
in che Putt, and had more of che pMffive chan 2 15 
Power in it, that is now wholly Life and Action. G 


the lively vigoraus Joy of this! This is the Soul that 


"was many a Time not only dull through the heavy Or- 


5 ns it Was uſed with, but even once quite dead, thro“ 


5 ty and Worldlineſs that funk it in the Fleſh and 
buried it under Clods of Earth; and is that Soul now 

all Spirit and Life? This is Life indeed, tis pure Life 

Without any Death. The Soul that Was ſo weak and 


*eeble, as to be craving every now and then a Ceſfaci. 
ee e > ng | "ML, 
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8 the Face. of Jeſus: Chriſt; but there is the open 


ay that vigaraus eternal Acting in the moſt ſublime Af. 


fairs, is now its very Element, Reſt, and Delight? O. 
bee * hof Immortality, and the incorrupuble and  ' ü 


g Joy thereof! i The Spirit that was either 
ae num, in its Powers, or ſo clogged with external In- 
br⸗ as chat it could do very little but receive 
Lopraifiens fron. Things external; is it now. free, not 
only from all Intaglements from without, but alſo 
2 all Laſſitude, Wearineſs, or. Weakneſs from with⸗ 
n, and from every: Cauſe of them: What's to hinder 
_ bleſſed. Spirit now. from havin as much Life, * 
as much Joy in its Life as it would? 
Further, Eis certain that every one as monk woven: 
in that Logs) and Condition 55 uy n 
opens up points out to glo Spi- 
rit having his Underſtanding perfectly enlightened, 
. there is in his Heaven and Happineſs,, not on- 
K objective but a ſubjective Glory; not only a Light | 
upon him, even the Light of the Glorq of G 


ing! 
of his Eyes, and receiving this and the bending 
his Mind to the — of = | 
lame. And if a Beam of the Light of God's-Countes 
nance, even here away, notwithſta all the dark 
Interpo eve of Sin and Senſe, doth. e ſuch Life 
akon gh all the Faculties po jp our Souls, whas 
2 to ſee the Glory of God directly ſhining, on, 
us? © ha jptl Aninty will. this cauſe. in the ble6 
ſed. Spirit above 
- Tis certain alſo, that the Saints: inHeaven attain. ſucks 


a. perfoct Diſpoſition of their Wills, as that there is not 1 


the· leaſt Remains or Degree left in them, of any Repug : 
to. the Image and Will of God: Bur there is in - 
them- ſuch-a Divine Inclination, as makes them cternally 


to ſnut themſelves into their chief Good, and cauſes 4 


ſtrong and uninterrupted Out · going of Spirit to all poſs 

fible Communion with God. And this muſt be anothey 

abt 1 of eternal n Activity in their Souls. It can- 
not miſs this to keep up their Heart dilated, e 


— 
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on 6 Aion. and Buſineſs, is it now come to that, 
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y and purely Life and Joy for evermore. Such was the 


Here is a Soul, that while in the Days of my Fleſn 
was ſometimes enlarged towards God, and ſometimes 


o 


and vigorouſly lively for eyer; being now in their E. 


lement, when acting in a Way of the neareſt Intercourle - 
With Jehovah and the Lam. 
Iii no leſs certain, that their Love to God and the 
bleſſed Jeſus is now perfected. There is no more any 
Ignorance of God, no Averſation to him, nor Coldneis 
of Love; and this muſt cauſe an eternal active Adhe- 
rence to God, and an eternal vigorous Activity in all 
Matters that concern his Glory, and in all Enjoyments 


relating to their own Happineſs. 
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Iis eaſy now to ſee 05 perhaps a gracious Soul be- 


Sins already to S £6 t a Spring of Joys will run 


through all the Facuſties and Affections of the glorified 


Spirit upon every Thought, upon every one of theſe 
Innes” ß 8 
And here we may m—_ the glorified Spirit exult-. 
ing in his own happy Life and Condition by ſuch fweer | 
_  RefleRions upon it. While, and as long as indwelling 
Corruption remained in me, I fat in Darkneſs and in 
the Shadows of Death many a Time; and while ſo, my 


"Heart was ſo dull and ſpiritleſs, that I could do little 


for God, and little becoming an immortal Spirit. But 
now, that it is given me to underſtand perfectly the 
Things freely given me of God; O wliat Excellency do 
I ſee in them, even enough to wrap up wy Soul in the 
Admiration of God, and make me eternally active for 
his Glory! While the Body, of Sin and Death did hang 
about me, a Cloud of carnal Fumes and carthly Miſts 
did intercept _ Sight of ImmanvEL's Country; but 
now I ſee it, I ſee it to be all Life and Joy, io be whol- 
Infirmity of my Fleſh, that I could not bear a full Out- 
letting of the Glory of God, it ſo tranſcends frail Mor- 
tality; but now I can look upon it directly, and with 
| ebene -den broad Look, as actuates all the Powers 
of my Soul for ever, in the active and eternal Fruition of 
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God. O this is Life indeed, a happy Life indeed, tis 
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not, 
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4 and Intercourſe with him. O this is Joy indeed! My 


not, ſometimes was prefiing hard after God, and ſome - 
times not; but now it ſtan 5 indeclinably 
bent towards God, and the neareſt Conformity to him, 


Heart now ſhall not reproach me, while I live, in any 


its own happy Choice, and ſay, This is my Reſt, here 


in its own bleſſed Exerciſes, and needs not put a Check. 
to its Joy in them. Here is a Soul that was once wan - 
dring in the Purſuits' of its Heart, from one Vanity to 


another, becauſe it could find no Reſt while ara Diſtance 
from God; but lo! now it hath found out its reſtful - 


Object, found out a Reſt in God, and can hug itſelf in 


will I dwell for ever. O all Joy! O Joy above all Joy! - 
Here is a Soul that was once diſtracted and torn hither 
and thither by innumerable Objects, any of which, or 

_ Alrogether, could neither ſuit nor fill irs Capacity s but 

lo, now it hath attained the one Thing needful, and 

the one Thing ſatisfying, even the Fruition of All- ſuf - 

ficiency itſelf; and now tis made happy as it would, 


1 happy according to its Mind, yea happy above all that Ls 
eto 0 


before now it could conceive or think on. 
Again, may the glorified Spirit ſay, As long as I had 
to conflict with the contrary Principle of Corruption, 
my Affection to God was many a Time dull and languiſh- 
ing; but now it makes out to him with immortal Vi- 
gour and Strength. It then required great Pains with - 
my Heart to get it wrought up to any Pitch of Divine 
Love, but now I am as the Seraphim ſhining with Light 
and burning with Love to our glorious God and amiable” 
Redeemer, There was then much of the Creature in 
my Affection; after all the Work upon my Heart ta 
keep it with Chriſt, it was not ſo cloſely unite to him, 
but that it was often gs itſelf to temporal Things: 
But now all the rivalling Objects are gone; I fee no- 
thing now in God, or out of God, to ſeduce my Heart 
from him; and nothing now can hinder my Love to 
him, who is only lovely, and altogether on O 


happy Day, when perfect Affection ſhall act inceſſantly 
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of its Actings or Enjoyments, but it congratulates, itſelf 
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no Sin there to feparare the Soul 


his Attention to che Things of God, or, the dulneſs af 
his Body damps the 'Vivacity of his Spirit. But there is 
nothing of all chis in Heaven: There is nothing there 


but cue, u re, ind perfe 


; 


nag. imer Traveler : 0% 


ſame for ever and ever! O what Genen Fa 
Je oy an 4 Admiration for ever | il attend every: Thou 1 


of tick” a happy Chan et l * 


O happy eternal Life F Where: there is an creed 4 


el Action of the Soul upon God, Chriſt, aud 
all the, 


ulneſs of che 1 welling in him; and 
where there is an eternal vigorous Activity te bear the 
Soul our in ſuch an eternal Divine Employment and Ac- 
tion: And where W is the eternal Spirit of Chriſt, 
ſufficient enough to hold it up in an eternal rigorous Ac. N 
tivity both ip doing and Spry ll of good. There is. 
om Chrift, and his 
continued vizifying Influences, and- therefore nothing 
to cauſe Tach or failin of Spirit for ever and ever. 
No heavy Fleſh there to clog - the Soul; nor Weakneſs of 


animal Hits ro 2 1not its Vigour, being now its ab 


5 or from the animal Body, and prefent With the Lord: 


0 worldly Objects there to diſtract their Minds, but 
their Affe zan to Things n 94025 united, are ſtron 


and. an e e b rs Grace, becauſe a rea- | 
it erg becauſe the eternal 


Taste of: its 96 the all-ſufficiene, eternal and won - | 


''O what would not the gracious Soul 

oye to urn "hs here! It may be he is raiſed to Life, ' 
Pech and SONY, in. the Service of God; bur then,” 
either Urgency or Importhnity of Sin runs away 
with his Soul , or the Aﬀairs of the World ſlacken 


Life for e er. 
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The Soul hiring: now rt within the - Vail, mee” 


here is the ot, clear Light, pure Love, and per- 

fect Life and o/ Where there is a» innumerable Com. 

2 of Ange 0 $ n of juſt Men made 21 15 
* of the 12 9 e; 


out the Hand-writing that was againſt me. 


10 the World (f 
; Je, and live 3 


4 
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and i ba Polſeſſion of eternal Ute, but inſtantly 
the heavenly Conſort, with all the fair Compa. 


55 in Heaven, ſing and 7 — with lofty Notes, and 
_ Fapturgus Straing a 

1 on the Throne, Alleluia 25 Salvation, and Glory, and Ho- 
* Four, aud Power wnto the Lord our God. Amen. Ab 


| : ha 455 
it pray 1 the Alleluj, as of the glorified? He hath, 


ry.to the Lamb, and him that ſits. 


V Soul, den not thou think; chat thou al · 


aith the glorified Sate, pardoned all mine Iniquitics, 
the leaſt 5 1 would have been enough to condemn 
me crernally. He hath forgiuen my Treſpaſſes, 2 
). He hath 
pardoned fully, pardoned freely, and pardoned finally. 
ho is a God like, unto Abt, that pardoneth Iniquity, 
A effion and Sin, an retaineſt par thine Anger fo 5 
ever, 3 thou delighteſt in Mercy (c). Worthy 


-the Lamb to receive . kh and Honour, and Wiſe 2 
and Dominjon and Glory: Amen, Hallelujah (d). "i 
And he hath called me, . faith the triumphant, Spirit, 5 
"with ; a holy Calling, not according to our Works, but ac- 
 Cording to his Purpoſe, which was ! gives us in 2 
Jore the World began (e). His Spiric has ſecretly wind. 
ed kinaſelf into my Spirit, and by hidden Paſſages ac 


be. 


municated a vi Savour to my Soul. His heaven iy 
Licht hath beam d into my Soul, letting me ſee that 


the Evil 2 and that of the Beauty of Holineſs, and 


that of the Preciouſneſs of Chriſt, which 1 never ſaw 


5 1 A Iäght which did not lightly glance the Brain, 


e into the very Heart of my Soul. And whence 
Ts this, that thou b. wanfefed thyſelf to me, SHI 1 


And his 7 Influence bath made a dead Soul 
I have been fear rfully and” 


)1 


* wonderfully made et more fearfully and wonder- 
fu renewed @) N fed be the Father of our Lord 
55 | Jeſus 
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ge in Heaven, who ſay and feng, Hallelujah: | 
| 35 Soul, 1 ſay, a ſooner is on the other Side of 
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Jieſus Chrift, who hath given unto us the Spirit of wiſ. 
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dom and Revelation, and made. us know what is the Hope 


| of his Calling, and what's the Riches of the Glory of his 


Inheritance, and what is the exceeding Greatneſs of his 


Power to us that believe (a). Amen, Halleluja. 


And he hath changed my vile Nature; faith the glo- 
Tified Saint, and made it a Partaker of the Divine Na. 
ture (6). He hath cleanſed my Soul fr 


| om the Filthineſs 
and Pollution of Sin, and made me holy, and melt for 


the Inheritance of the Saints in Light (c). He hath 


drawn the Lineaments of Chriſt upon my Soul, an 


transformed me into his Likeneſs: So that I have been 


changed from Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord (d). Unto him that hath loved us, and waſhed 
u, from our Sins in his own Blood, and made us Kings 
and Prieſts unio God, to him be Glory and Dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen 055 e eee, OEIRTTIE,. 

And to whom hath the Lord vouchſafed ſo great 
Kindneſs and Favour? To me, ſaith one Saint, that 


before was ſo groſly ignorant and ſenſeleſs ; that tho? 


I was in Hell's Road, yea in the Confines of Death and 


Deſtruction, yet I knew it not, but was ſecure and jol- 
Iy, dancing about the Sides of the Pit, until a new 


and Favour there is Fulneſs of Joy (F): And at his 
.right Hand are Rivers of Pleaſifes. for evermore. God 


who commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath 


ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Light of the Know- 
ledge of the Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt (g). 
O- glorious Chriſt! O glorious Things are ſpoken of 
thee, thou Son of the living God, thou Light of the 


thou Lover of Souls ! Halleluja. 


- ſhewed me the Paths of Life, and that in God's Preſence 


Anck to me, faith another Saint, who, before his 4 
Grace reached my Soul, went on in a full Career of 


Sin, and lived as if I could out- face Heaven, out-vie 
Hell, and out- dare Vengeance; Yet a Day of his Power 
N (a) Eph. i. 17, 18, 19. (5) 2 Pet. i. 4. be) Col. i. 2. 
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(d) 2 Cor. iii. 18, (e) Rev. i. 5, 6. (f)Platexii. 11. C) 2 Cr. 


iv. 6. 5 
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hath paſſed upon my Heart, and turned ſuch à Sot, ss 7? 

ſuch an incarnate Devil, unto. a Saint. O free Grace O 
rich Grace! O there is nothing too hard for the Almighh⸗- 
ty! Has Grate abounded to ſhe chief of Sinners (a) Ha, 


reach praiſe the Lord (4), and my Soul ſhall inceſs + * 


who becauſe I was kept from groſs. Sins, therefore! 


Time groſs Ignorance of the Purity and Spirituality of 


bitual Senſuality did prevail in my Soul. Yet by his 


of the Purity and Spirituality of God's Law, removed 


cauſed me part with theſe Sins, Which I counted not 


Chriſt for my Prince and Saviour, and God for my 
Portion, and Heaven for my Home. And hath he done 
all this for me? O Arm of the Lord, thou art our 
Strength (V), and our Song, and art become our Salvgs 
tion (g). © how excellent is thy Loving - kindneſ Menn 
and Angels celebrate and praiſe the wonderful Works of - 
our Gad. Hallilu ag. eee ow. 
And what am I brought unto, ſays the triumphant 
Soul, by all theſe Operations of Grace in Time? And 


8 "Ta) Rom. v. 20. (3) Pal. Xxv. 11. (c) Luke vii. 47: ͤö; ð f 
(a) Pfal. cix. 30. (e) Heb. xi. 1. (f) Ila. li. 9. G) la. 
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he pardoned mine Iniquities, becauſe they were great (b) t 
O becauſe he hath forgiven much, I have the more 
Ganſe to love much (c), and praiſe, much! And O! Tl © 


* 


antly be joyful in God! Sing ye Heavens, ſhout 98 ; 
And his Grace has reached me, ſays a third Saint, 

was jolly and merry, and did bear up my Soul with the - - 
good Hopes of Heavens Happineſs: Tho? at the ſame . 


God's Law, rooted Infidelity as to Goſpel- Truths, a ſe- 
eret Diſaffection and Malignity of Heart to ſerious Ho- 
lineſs, predominant Pride, reigning Earthlineſs and ha- 


power and efficacious Grace, he hath made me be- 
lieve the Things J had not ſeen, and hays for. Things 
I did not fully know (e). He hath made me ſenſihſe 
the Eſtrangement and Enmity of my Heart to God, and 
only my Pleaſure and Ornament, but even my very 


Life and Subſiſtence before, He hath cauſed me to be- 
wail my miſplaced Confidence, and enabled me to take 


where 


/ 
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= A where'd» Yew And wyſclfe Why, 4 1 2 my T4 
Glory, in the Chamber of God's Preſence, and i 
nt 8 Place where his Hong 
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vo the Spirir: of juſt Men mad. per feu, and to Jeſs the 
Niediator of the New Teſtament (a). And O "tis g 
0 be here! + I prayed to de here, nnn 
[- and fought to be here's 1 longe 


_ me for his Service: And 


AY pL Ease Goodntls an make re. 
We mo and ſhallbe for ever happy. 


and in 
gur and Holineſs 8 in 
roper Plaee and Regis of all true Joy? Where 
35 n Lam come o Mount. Zion the Cit 
1 of "the 3 God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, an umto u 
F Angels, to. rb General Afe = 
31% of the beg. 1 and to God the Judge of all, ann 


tf „ panred and ee to. pu: 
am here at length, ſays the glorified Sr 
"Guile ſhall ever again overca 
non ſhall henceforth eſtr⸗ 


5 — 5 no 


odiry pier pr - 


- Devils ſhall any more reach me: And where Death 


da loft its Sting, and Hell is caff into rhe Lake wer 
WE Swrneth ah ever and ever: And where-everl 


bing fr 


ſhall be upon my Head, and Sorrow and Si 


2 away 2 O'all Joy and Shouting ! 0 Pate, 


raiſe be te che Lord.  Halleſujah. 

O my Soul, ſaith rhe glorified Saint, thou art now 

nus happy as thou canſt wiſh, as e e as Happineſs it - 
Yelf can make thee. If the All. ſu of God and 


FBulneſs of Chriſt immediaccly communica, can make 
 QUhee happy , tho ant now Happ 


If an Unive 
nanations from 1 


„ thpuart now ap- 


all „ 4nd immediate 


an abundant, — 1 —— — 1 
all that is in God, and all chat is in Chriſt, and all that 
h in Heaven can make hoe happy, chou art now hap- 


phy, and ſhall be eternally happy. O inutterable Joy! | 

| . B feet and Joud-ſounditig Praiſe! O Heaveh of Hea - 
dvLens ring wick the Acclamarions of Grace, Grace; Grace? 

en tt wy Sou 8 me ſay as __ . ans +" 
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my Soul, and no Polla- 
e me from God, or unfit 


,oitneſs itielf, Grace 
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ban Saint, that when I was lying amo 


Boundleſs Eternity, be thou 


«17. "NS Foub's Proprels to Hauen. * 
„ ſaich the glorißed Saint, and by what: , 
Mechods of his dp and 1 8 Fa did the N 
fi and train * ry? 1 
Sometimes pon any Houle ang Families 
| apd bereaved, me f — r. Relation: 


eg) cut me ſhort in earthly. uber 5 1 
ive on his 


22 ſometimes -W 
ents, chat I might his Promiſes, and receive; ' : 
my Gomfors e . from rene And Oh © : 


refined, ſo, incimacely. - 


cher is no. e la 1 Fe ſo 

tcht imme di- 
from beit And Thanks be to God for any 
Go, an 
pear to the Fleſh, to cauſe me reſt only on himſ 


my All, and my; exceeding great Joy. Amen, Ha 4. 5 4 | 


leluj ah. 
And ſometimes he bake + in upon my Health, Hola 
his Hands upon me, and chaſtened me with fore Pain 


on my Bed, that I might be crucified unto the World, 


and mortify the Fleſh, and might taſte and be 2 
with the Delights of Divine Love, and be revived and 
xefreſhed with heavenly Pleaſures. O but this was well 
done, and kindly done to a poor Soul, ſays the trium· 
the Pots, 55 
might become as a Dove with Wings 0 
' admire; thy Wiſdom, bur alſo 


Snow(a)/! I not © 


adore thy Goodneſs, in all tlie Methods thou haſt taker 
x0 ſave us! O this is the Lord, aum we have waited on 
him; this is our God and he bath ſaved us. 
. gternally be glad and rejoica in him. Hallelujah, 


We with 


1 * Acts of 15 Lode: 
ed with the Praiſes of 
the Lamb, and him chat ſits on the Throne. O fin 
on, ye inhabitants of Glory; ſing on, ye Spirits © 


But who can utter owing 


* Men made e chant forth the Praiſes of Fw | 1 
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Was laid at his own. Door for Comfort; and lol 1 haves 74: 2008 
found him alone ſufficient, and Ten thouſand. —— - 
better than ten Husbands, ten Children, or Ten xl 3 
N re of all Relations, Hallelujah. 
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| Feathers of Gald : And in n become white as. 1 
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* glorious Redeemer.” 
ding -Allelujas. We are bur Bunglers in this 
Ex Exerciſe ; We make bur'aJar in the heavenly. 
Muſick. When we would praiſe" and celebrate, we do 
but leſſen and diſparage the glorious Excellencies of 
| God. - What do we but darken Counſel by Words with. 
out Underſtanding 7 Ah! how pootly do. 5 talk of the 
at Things of God, and the bright Things of Glory! 
may we obrain the ſame” Grace Wich you, and join 
with you, and make one Conſort.” with you; in che 
triumphant Expreſſions of Love, Jo „ Adoration. and 
Praiſe through endleſs Eternity! B "the" y his” 
Angels, that excell in Strength: Blef 
glorious Hoſts of bis: Bleſs the Lord, y 
s Pleaſure: Bleſs the Lord, all his Works in IT 1 
his Dominion: Bleſs the Lord, 0 my Soul 0 eee 
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